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The Boy Spies
Of Philadelphia

CHAPTER 1.

A YA RERT-ETOPPER.

Ox the moring of April 2, 1778, three bovs,
the eldest of whom was not morve than sixtesn
yvears of age and the voungest hardly a year his
junior, were standing on thay side of the lown-
honse nearvest the pillory, in the eily of Philadel-
phia.

They were not engaged in sporlive conversation,
nor occupicd with sehemes for plossure, as is usually
the case with boys of such age; hut wore o graver
look than scemed suituble to yveuth under ordinury
clremmstances.

These boys were witnessing and taking part in
events decidedly startling—events well euleulated
to impress thomselves upon the minds even of
children.

It is hardly necessary, becausc such fact is fa-
miliar to all Americans, to say that on the 26th of
September, 1777, General Howe took possession of
the city of Philadelphia, and it was yet occupied by
the British forees on this 2d day of April, 1778,

The past winter had been one of gayety for the
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wealthy Tory inhabitants of the ¢ity, since the Eng.
lish officers were pleaged to spend their time in
every form of revelry, and ever rendy to nocept the
more than generous hospitality which was extended
by snch of the citizens as were desirous of remain-
ing nnder British rule.

The officers of the army indulged to the utmost
their love for luxury and eage while serving in the
commmand of the indolent TTowe, and the privates
had so far followed ihe exawrple set Ly their supe-
riors thal the king's troops had become more de-
moralized by this winter of idlengss than could have
been possible under almost  any  other  cireum-
shances.

So great wus this demomlization that Benjamin
Franklin was able to say with truth, when taunted
with the fwet thut the cnemy hod captured the
gity :

“Goneral Howe has not taken Philadelphia ; Phil-
adelphia Lias taken General Heowe™

It was at about the time of which this story
treats that the British government decided to give
command of the forces under Geneval IHowe to
Bir Ilenry Clinton, and thoge of the population
loyal to the cause of freedom were considerably
exercised in mind as to how this change of officers
might effect them,

The three boyvs, who haveas vet hardly been intro-
duced, wers by no means prominent in the canse of
freedom; in fact they had Dut just arrived at an
age when they began tovealize their responsibilities,
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