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History of the New Testament.

CHAPTER L

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST.

Ture time was near for Je-sus to come on the
earth. God had told Ad-am and Eve of one who
would save them from theirsins.  Mo-ses, and all the
seers and wise men, spoke of him who was to give
men new hearts, and help them to lead new lives.

In the days of He-rod, king of Ju-dah, there was
a priest named Zach-a-ri-as. His wife’s name was
E-liz-a-beth. They were both old, and had led pure
lives, and sought to keep God’s laws. But they had
no child. !

One day when the priest was in the house of
God by one of the al-tars, an an-gel came and stood
near him. And when the priest saw him he shook
with fear,

But the an-gel said: Fear not, Zach-a-ri-as, for
God will give tiee and thy wife a son, and thou
shalt call his name John.

He shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and
shall not drink wine nor strong drink, and shall turn
the hearts of men to the Lord their God,



