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PREFACHK

Tae text of tha present edition of De Quincey’s The
Revolt of the Tarters is based upon his revision in 1854
for his collected works. It has seemed best, however,
to echange the text in the slight degree needed to mod-
arnize it, because the special aim of thiy edition is to
assist in preparing studeots for the college require-
ments in English. TFor the same rcason, the Critical
Notes have been made to take account of the linguistie
rather than the literary side of the work. This has
seemed the more justifiable for the reason that this
work of De Quincey’s has, perhaps, less of literary
excellence than =ome of his other writings. The Ex-
planatory Notes relating to the geography of the coun-
try shonld be used in eonnection with pood maps of
Russia and Siberia. Tt may help to arouss the pupil's
interest to have him attampt to trace, from the some-
what meagrs details given by the author, the route of
the Tartars, But any use of the Notes which would
stand between the pupil and his study of the book as
language and literature would be “from the parpose”
of this edition.

B T. B

Tricuerd CoLrzaE, New YORE.
Grotober, 1506,
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LIFE OF THOMAS DE QUINCEY.

TrE events of real interest in the life of Thomas Da
Quincey may be briefly told. He was born Ang. 15, 1785, in
Manehester, England, and died in Edinburgh, Dec. 8, 1858,
Hia life was thus coextensive with two of the greatest perioda
of English litevatare, — with the so-alled Lake sehool and the
early Vietarian ara.

Ilis fathar, & descendant of Richard De Quiney of the time
of the Conqueror, the first of the Earls of Winchester, was a
guccesaful merchant, & man of literary tastes, and of some
literary ability. In the (Fentlemun's Magazine, in 1772, ha
published a series of ariieles wnder the title, © A Toar in the
Midland Counpties of England.™ The articles were signed
T—— }—— Tha prefix De of the wame hed boon in dis-
usa for soms time, bub was tesumed by our anthor. These
papers show intelligent observation, an eye for the pictureaque
and beantiful, and an oceasional elevation of thought to the
verge of the postle. Te Quincay’s mother is deseribed a5 a
woman of stately ways, refined taster, and unusual endow-
mente, but with perhaps too much of unbending firmness, too
much regard to catablished social naages, and too [ittle sympa-
thetic insight to be the wisest guids to this precocious and
sensitive child with his dreams and vagaries.

De Quincey's childhood was spent with lis brothers and
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