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PREFACE

He who learns from practice as well as preeept, has
ever been the most firmly grounded in knowledge: and it
is equally frue thal he to whom study is play, has ever
heen the most apt pupil

Recognizing the faet that the study of government is
becoming of major importance 10 & vast pumber of Amer-
iean women, and that inereasing emphasis is being puot
on it in Ameriean schools, the anthors of this little book
have endeavored to present the essential faets of eitizen-
ship through a series of demonstrations or plays that
will instruct and at the same time entertain, They are
far from claiming to have given here an exhaustive com-
pilation of facts on citizenship. Rather they have at-
tempted to excite the curiosity of the individual pupil
and thus lead him to investizate the snbject himself.

With this in mind it is nrged that those who take part
in the following demonstrations visit the legislative ses-
sions and political gatherings in or near their own com-
munities whenever possible. This will enable them to
make the performance realistic, and furthermore, as
metheds of government procedure differ in different lo-
calities, it will help to make each demonstration locally
aceurate.

For the past three wears this method of instruetion
has actually been carried out with marked success in
the High School of Melrose, Massachusetts; and during
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iv PREFACE

* the winter of 1019-20, it was enthusiastically adopted
by the Melrose Equal Suffrage Teague in its eitizenship
work., There can be no doubt of the educational value
of this method, nor of the entertainment it will afford,
but any tendency to use it as a burlesque wonld be un-
patriotic and destroy its further nsefulness.

When the demonstrations are not given in a class
room and supervised by a teacher, an efficient leader,
who is familiar with the subjeet matter and can assign
the parts and prepare the material, is absolutely cssen-
.tial.  The leader also acts as a cicerone or showman ex-
plaiming or emphasizging each episode in a performance.

In the eiass room all rehearsals may be dispensed with.
Remarkable results will be obtained by allowing the pupil
to imagine himself the persom of hiz part and giving
him great latitnde in dialogne. 1t 8 more diffienlt for
the adult to do this sueeessfolly, bmi the peculiar charm
that characterizes this method of teaching will he for-
feited by repeated rchearsals.

The story that appears in connection with each of the
chapters 15 for the henetit of the leader, who for any
reason cannol acguire this dats for himself from the
many avaliable resources. TL may be read or told as an
introduction to the performance, il so desired.
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CHAPTER I

THE STORY OF TOWN GOVERNMENT

One of the oldest and perhaps the most demoeratie of
all forms of government is that of the town. Brought
here from England, where it had existed for centuries,
it still Aourishes, particularly in New England, as a
favorite and satisfactory form of sclf-zovernment.

The two essential clements of the town government
are the town meeting and the board of scleetmen. The
former might he called the town legislature. Instead
of aeting throngh delecates, however, the people act di-
rectly, and by open diseussion and direel voling they
determine the policies which affeet them as individuals
and as parts of the community.

The town meeting is held once a year—usually in the
spring, The larger towns find it necessary also to hold
one or fwo adjourned sessions, and at limes, speeial
meelings, to consider matters which reguire immedjate
attention. The warrant, posted in conspicuous places
in the town, to inform the voters of the time and place
of meeting and of the business to be transacted, iz a
tradition as old as the town meecting itself.

The most important funetions of this assembly are
the eleetion of publie officials and the passage of laws
which deal with local affairs, such as publie finance,
schools, health, roads and the eare of the poor. Reports
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2 THE STORY OF TOWN GOVERNMENT

are made by the officials of the work accomplished and
estimates of the money necessary for further use are
submitted. Perbaps the most charaeleristie feature of
this democralie institution, so dear to the real American,
is the general discussion, interspersed with heated de-
bates, which almost invariably oecurs as each article
of the warrant eomes up for consideration.

The town celork iz an important official. Among other
things, he keeps the records and resisters, issues licenszes
of various sorts und ealls the town meetings to order,
but the moderator, whose choice is the mitial business
of the meeling, iz second to nwone in importance doring
the session.

Of course, the finanees of the town are handled by the
town (reasurer, with the neceessary assistance of the
assessors and collectors of laxes, and an auditor,

The selectmen, from three to nine in number, accord-
igr to the size of the town, constitnte the executive
authority for all matters nol otherwise assigned. They
are usually clected for a term of three years and in
case of the smaller board, the term of one member ex-
pires each vear. This board asstimes the general manage-
ment of the town’s aflairs, listens (o all complaints and
represenis the town in all suits at law. The New Eng-
land town is a legal eorporation and, as such, ean hold
property, sue and be sued.

Tt must not be forgotten that the foregoing descrip-
tion applies particularly to the town governments in
New England, where the original methods and customs
are still followed elosely. In other parts of the eountry
are found town governments more or less divergent from
this cherished institution. '



