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FROEBEL'S OCCUPATIONS

THE KINDERGARTEN GIFTS AND QCCU-
PATIONS CONSIDERED A5 A WHOLE

% These smployments aim st and produces, first of 2], in man,
an allagided development and presentation of his wature; they
wry, in peooersl, the aeedfal food fer the spirit; they sra the
ether in which the spirit Breathes and livea thar it mavy gain
power, stronetly, aod, [ eightadd, evlent, Tscanse tho spiritual
qualitiea given by God to man, which procesd from his apirit in
all diceekiom withe ioresistilile 'I‘.'lEﬂE!-Hit_"": weneatily appuonr us
munifoldness, and must e satisfied 29 such, sand mot in manifald
direations. 1

Tue gifts, ocenpations, and recreative exercises
of the kindergarten were devised by i ek
Froebel to satisfy what he terms the Kiudery
eight instinctive activities of the child, Instinets of
“ for play, for producing, for shaping,
for knowledge, for society, and for coltivating the
ground.”  Professor William James, with some-
what differing insight, divides the instinets of
children into four, which he considers funda-
mental, namely, * construction, imitation, emula-

! Froehel's Education of Wen, purs 2089 (tr. by J. Jarvis).



2 KINDERGARTEN GIFTS AND OCCUPATIONS

tion, and ownership.” These also arve satisfied in
the kindergarten, though we endeavor to trans
late emulation into aspiration, and overweening
desire for private ownership into a willingness
and an ability to use all possessions for the com-
mon good.

It cannot but be seen that althongh the gifts
Their Dorat- 0L 0ceupations of the kindergarten
ﬂﬂr'm appeal to nomberless minor needs and
desires of the child, their dominant purpose is
the development of creative self-activity, and that
while they serve to interpret the external world
to him, they at the same time give adequate ex-
pression to his internal world. It is in his eon-
ception of the value of ereative activity, of the
essential relation of nmpression and expression,
of the beaunty and spiribual meaning of troe worls,
of produvction, that Frochel drffcrentintes himself
from all other educators,

In that wonderful volume of has letters, which
discloses on every page his lofty enthusiasm, his
devotion, patience, courage, self-sacvifice, single-
mindedness, — his  ingpiration, in fact, for such
indeed it was, — are the following words in rela-
tion to the instrumentalities of the kindergarten,
and we give them entire as a commentary npon
the man and his work: —

“T mean that we shall be borne onward inio
the very heart of practical Christianity through
these wames and oceupations of little children,



CONSIDERED A8 A WHOLE 3

which we ave contriving with such attention,
loving ecarve, inward watchfulness, and ountward
work, In the first place, we thus avoid all those
sad consequenees which arise from the neglect of
children in their earliest years. For the great
friend of children has waid : * Whoso shall offend
one of these little omes which believe in me, it
were better for him that a millstone were hanged
about his neck, and that he were drowned in the
depth of the sea.’ And how many, many ehil-
dren, often very tiny ones, are there not who are
¢ offended’ in Jesus' scmae of the word by the
weariness which comes of doing nothing, or by
being foreed into vnsuitable ocenpations! In
the second place, also, we are fnlfilling one of
the weightiest comwmands of Jesus, which he puots
into the words, ¢ Whosoever shall not receive the
kingdom of God as a Iittle child, shall in no
wise enier therein.’ Now the kingdom of God
iz the kingdom of nnity, of nnion, of unifica-
tion, of unizon, of concord, of love, of peace, of
law, of introspection, of perception of the inner
essenee which underlies onter manifestations. It
i3 the kingdom of secial union, of trustfulness,
of belief, of hope; it is that provinee of the ob-
servation of the small which concerns it as mem-
ber and part of the large, of the near as germ
of the far, ete. And all this will be, by means
of these games and cceupations, early awakened,
nourished, cared for, and developed in the child.



