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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

Tuk unexpected rapidity with which the first edition of my
utiprétending book was taken up has made it necessary to
prepare a second for the press within some six months.
Though much pressed for time, T have made a careful
revision of the whole work, and many slight defects which
had inevitably crept in have been removed. For those
which still remain T ask the reader’s indulgence.

The kindly welcome which *The Peasant Speech of
Devon? has received on all hands has been a source of
deep pleasure to me,  Her Majesty the Queen was graciously
pleased to accept a copy for the Royal Library at Windsor :
and from all ranks of society the book has met with gratify-
ing evidence of sympathy. 1 have also to thank the press,
both London and country, for many kind notices and appre-
ciative criticisms ; and if some of my reviewers' suggestions
bave oot been adopted, it is not for want of careful con-
siderztion. Some, in themselves valuable, would have
required an extension of the scale of my book, for which my
time is, alas! otterly insufficient. To exbaustiveness it
makes no pretensions.  Its sole claim is as a faithful record
of the homely Devonshire speech, and that as such it has
been accepted by Devonians all the world over, cannot but
fill a Devonshire woman with some pardonable pride. If it
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leads those who have left their native county in search of
success clsewhere, to think again of the home of their child-
hood, and to recall its racy accents to their ears, the leisure
of many years will not have been spent in vain,

Saran HeEwRTL
TIVERTON.

(hedader, 1802




PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

I HAVE spent a quarter of a century in collecting the words
and sentences of which this work is composed. No attempt
1z made to claim the prerogative of using them in Devon
alone, for it is certain that the people of East Cornwall and
West Somerset speak the same *feadkenisd forpon’; but
having moved about amongst the people in every corner of
fdear old Devon,’ I record that which I have heard without
desire to claim orginality or exclusiveness.

There are many books written in the dialect in 2 more
popular form, yet I venture to hope that this will find
readers among Devonshire men and women throughout the
world, and those who are interested in the study of dialect
as a science.

The speech of the peasantry of Devon and the adjacent
counties is undoubtedly the purest remains of the Anglo-
Saxon tongue extant in England at the present time. Many
words are almost as purc as when spoken by our Saxon
ancestors. Compare for example :

DEVONIAN, ANGLO-SAXON,
Diring  with  thringan
Bide i bidan
Wap P wagpan
Athurt " thweoth

Cuszen P cursen, etc.



