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BUGGESTIONS TO THE TEACHER.

Pronunciation of New Words,—The new words in
each lesson have been separsted info two groups,—one made
up of those that are similar to words already knewn, and the
other of those that are dissimilar. Through the first part
of the Becond Reader, thess similar worda are printed in
beavier type, and are followed by a brace including a word
or words the ohildren have learned that will help in the
pronuncistion, In the other words, most of the sounds ara
indicated by discriticsl marks, snd the words are separated
into syllables and the aceent ghown,  Great strews shonld be
put upon the first plan of pronuncistion. The pupil may
frequently be assisted by reading the sentence in which the
word oceurs, the right pronunciation being sngpested by
the meaning. The contoxi should be ueed if the pronuncia-
tion, from a view of the word its0l{ in conneclion with ather
like words, does not suffice.

In the second part of the book, the words which the pupil
ghould he able to pronounce by means of old ones are placed
in heavier type, hut the known words are not soggested.
After having these known words given through the last part
of the First Reader and the firat part of the Second, the
pupils should be abls to suggest theso aimilar words them-
salves.

Beript and Languege Exercises—As it 15 not the
purpose of a Baader to take the place of a copy book or of
]



6 BEECOND READER.

& language book, these exerciees are introduced mainly as
being suggestive of different phasee of work that may be
done in these lines; and it follows that s great deal more
work should be done than 1a here given.

Spelling —To most of the lessons is appended a list of
words to bo epelled. The words eelected are those which at
this stage of the work the child mey wish o nse in his writ-
ten exercises, and mef necesssrily the now words in the
leesson. Occasionslly there are lessons without & list of these
wordg, and, if desired, roviewe ruay be conducted in these
places.

Nature of the Reading Work—The tencher mnst soe
clearly that true Tending is an act of the mind and not an act
of the lips only, "Tha great emd in resding is to give the
child readiness in getting the thonght out of printed and
written langnags, Tt is a good thing to be shle to express
this thought well ; but, after all, this is 4 secondary matter,
and besides, if the theught s fully comprehended, the oral
expression of it is bompuratively easy. '

There sre 8o many pheeed of & selection, that it s well to
gtute definitely to tha cluse just what iz wanted st each
preparation, It may be thut the teacher depires the child to
construct & definite picture for himeelf, and in moet lesaons
thig iz aufficient for o singls szercise. Then the recitation
may consist of a statement of the elements entering into
this picture, and the partz of the lemson that show they
ehould have such a picture.

It is juet a8 necessary that the pupil should .tate the
exact language of the selection which is his antherity for
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ingerting the different elemeuts in his picture, ae it is that
he should construct the pisture iteelf, The ability which
the child ehould get from these reading lessons to construct
pictures is valuable, but not as valuable as the habit of
being able to analyze the language thoroughly, and to hold
himself to its exact requircments. Tho cepatruction of a
picture with the atrictost fidelity to the mesning of the lan-
guage is a much more fudicions exercise of the imagination
then ia the construction of & pieturs according to the mere
fancy of the reader.

Or, the work of the recitution may be to determine just

what was the authors putrposa in, writing this lesson,—
" whether he was anxious to give us pome point of knowledge
valnable in iteslf ; whether he wishad us to have a feeling of
heanty, admiration, love, hate, or contempt ; or whether he
hoped to make us actin a certain way. And other phases
may be sngyested ; but whatever plase is taken, the lan.
guage iteell ehould be as carefully considered as is suggested
in regard to the eonetraction of pictures. To sy, * Study
the lesson,” ie by far too indefinite s direction to lend fo the
moet gncocsaful work, Tell the class what pointa to look for
or {0 determine,

The oral reading should be the Jaa¢ thing done in the
work on any leseon, It is, in tho main, a tcet of how well
the pupil has gotien the thought, and should not come until
the legeon has heen thoronghly discnssed,

It ie & good plan to take vp a lesson occssionally without
any reference fo tho list of new words at the head, Often a
pupil wiil not find & word hard, and not think of its being
new, if his attention is not called to it at firat.
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Supplementary Reading.—Encourage the pupile in
reading selections in papers, magazines, snd other Headers,
and ocessionally have s rocitation upon s selection from
goma other than this” Reader. At the close of the book,
weveral sources of good supplementary reading ara men-
tioned,



