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I el yow a tale of o kright, my hey

The hraviesl 1hal cver wias seen,”
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Prefuce,

_=':-_ IE wars of Edward III. io Franee are
}: sowetimes spoken of ag though they
el were mere wate of agevession. To
this view of them I connot pive an ungualified
assent, The law of smeeession, though pretiy
wall asceriained, was not so slriclly observed in
those days as o prevent all eontroversy nwpon
the subject. And seeing that, in his peenliar
cage, others, beside Ddward himself, thought that
he had a claim to the erown of France, I am
disposed to look upon his French wars ag spring-
ing from an honest determipation om his own
part, and that of his peopls, to rectify, by foree
the wrong which, as he conceived, had been
done him by the French noldes, in assiening the
throne to Philip of Valois,

I do nol affirm thaé he was in the right; but
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I do think he had sufficlent grounds for sup-
posing himself to be =0,  The ciremmstanees of
the case were undoubtedly euch as to leave room
for honest difference of opinion about it. Nor
do I think that any one of us, who had as
colourable o claim to & greab estate as had
Edward III. to the French erown, would leave
any stone unturned in our efforts to get pos
soseion of it OF coumse we should not fight;
that i3 the ulilmate process of nations, But
not a single law eourt skowld we leave unvisited,
earrying up our appeal stop by step, bl we
gained our eause, or were barred by the final
adverse decision of the highest court of all: as
Hdward was ultimately barred by the final
adverse decizion, unmistakeably expressed Ly
successes in arms, of the French nation.

Much, however, as men may differ as to the
merits of Lis elaim, all muost unile in anbounded
ndmiration of the courage, fortitude, judgment,
and generosity, displayed by our great monarcl,
and his greater son, in those marvellous en-
eounters between the fow and the many, which
have, for five long centuries, made Cregy and
Poitiers names of pride throughout England.
And the present scems a peculistly suitable



PREFACE vii

time for recalling in detail the far-off glories
of the two HEdwards; seeing that “wars and
rumours of wars™ have, sinee 1854, been almost
incessantly around us; ana we, the few, as we
were on those old battle-fields, are sometimes
disposed to look anxiously upon the many that,
as we apprehend, may be apainst ns. But
Norman fire, grafted upon Anglo-Saxor endur-
ance, is still our inherilance ; and should war,
gither ot home or abroad, be thrust uvpon us,—
with a just esuse, and, above all, with “ God™
for “our Hope and Strength,” we may with eon-
fidence look to come oub of it as triumphantly
ag did the little imperiled band that followed
Hdward into France, and wilh more permancnes
of success than was awarded o them,
Englishmen still pray, as well as fight!

3L .

Lowtom, Sepdeanber 11, L3S
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