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(ORRESPONDENCE.

State of Bhode Jsland and Providence Plantations,

SECRETARY'R OFFICE, PROVIDERCE,
¥EervARY, 1856.

To the Honorable General Assembly,

T bave the honor to eubmit to you the Second Report on the Registration of
Births, Murriages and Deaths in this 8tate. It covers the perind from Jume
1st, 1853, to the end of the year 1854. This space of time is sabdivided in
the Tables of this Report into two pericds, the first extending from June 1st to
Deoember 31st, 1853, wnd the second incloding the whola yenr 1854, The rea-
son for these seven wonths of 1853 being thus left to make one period of regis-
tration is, that the Iaw has beon changed g0 ns to make the Registry yesr cor-
respond to the Calendar yoar.

The stetuts suthorizes me to look to s Committse of the Rhode Teland Medi-
cal S8ocicty for aid o preparing.this Report. Such & Committer has beon
appointed and permanently exists, IJr. Josseph Manran belng its Chairman.
Dr. Mauran has found it neeessary to place the work of preparation in other
bands, retsining an ective personal supervicion over it. As mentioned in his
socompunying letter, Dir. Thomas H. Webb, the able writer of the First Re-
rorty being engaged elsewhars, the present document hes been preparcd by
Charles W, Parsons, M. D., of Providence. Wishing to submit it at your
preseat session, I have not been able to give it a thorough examination, but am
persusded that you will find it contains facts and suggestions of great value.

It will be for your wisdom to determine, in view of the ackoowledged
importance of & good registry system, whethsr more compensation should bo
allowed to the Town Clerks for performing their duties under the statute ; and
whether vther new and improved provigions may not be made for obtaining the
facts. I would ask your sttention to the suggestions in the letbors from several
Town Clorks, extracts from which are embodied in this Report. The value of
the system depends essentinlly an the correctness and fuliness of the first re-
turns, and every reszonahle facility and inducement ghould be offered to those
whom we call on for the original facta.

I respectfully recommend that an appropristion of dollers be made for
the anmual preparation of the Abstract and Report which T am required (by
pection 2d of the Statute) to make and publish.

Respectfully submitted by
JOHN R. BARTLETT,
Heoretary of Biate.
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Provingxce, December, 1855,
To the Honorable the Secretary of State: ,

DEsr S :—I received in order the State * Retorpa on the Registration of
Births, Marriages, and Deatha,” confided by the late Seerotary and yourself to my
special care, a5 Chairman of the Co-operstiog Committee of the Rhode Island Medi-
cal Bociety. )

Owing to the change of time al which they werc made reiurnable, under the
amended Act of October, 1854, a period is embraced of nineteen months, viz. :
from June 1, 1853, the sermivation of the Jast Report, to December 81, 1854,
This change of time, yoo are ayare, was effected through our immediate solicitation,
to render pur Reports mere conformable to those of a like import sbroad, and also
in our own coantry, and consequently more eonvenjently available to the statist and
statistician for geperal referemce. After a carefol and critical examination of the
saveral retarns, I am bappy to acknowledge, that, although still meagre, and feulty
in very many respects, they present & more promizing aspect, generally, than thoss
from which our “ First Beport ' was, with s0 much unavoidable labor, arranged.

I regret, bowever, to notles the unpardonable indifference and want of attention
to the requirements of the law menifested by officials and others in many of cur
otherwise luw-abiding and enterprising coantry communities, especially those em-
bracing a large manufactering and mechanical population; as facts from euch
somirees are particolerly desirable in perfecting & statistical and sanitary survey.

This class, denscly populone slong the borders of our mili-streams, living in
ill-conditioned and bedly ventilated npartments, hence sabject largely to epidemic
influences, should of all pthers be especially represented in & report, the perfeet and
sucerssful completion of which will neceswerily tend eventoally to the development of
measares in which the persomnl welfare, henlth and happiness of each ndividoal
compoging such commpnitics is immediataly concerped.

In this connection I would express my sstonishment that perents, npon whom the
simple duty is impesed of registering the births of their respective children, should
be gencrally a0 negleetful of that all-imporiant duty to their offipring. They eannot
appreciate the fact, that throogh thia repistry alone, in case of the decease or absence
of parents and witnesses, (ciremmstances of every day occurrence,) can the child
establish eonclusively his age or logal birlh-right in cases of descent of property, or
secure o legal settlement in the place of his nativity ander the ills of partial incom-
potency or absolute pauperism ; considerations of equsl import therefore to each and
every individosl, be he rich or poor. A right to a logacy may depend solely upon
thia proof. Evenin s sirictly fingncial poiot of view, how necessary the eatablishment
of the law, and still more its rigid and striet fulBlment.

AsThed occasion to say, in en address setting forth the inestimable advantages-
of Registeation, before our House of Representatives and Senate, In February,
1860, pending the action of the reapeelive Houses upon the passage of the original’
act: Y How many millions of property acquired and secorely tressored up throngh
the indusiry of our ancestry abroad, have besn lost, or estirely unrealized hy their
legal descendants, inhabitants of this and other states. How moch fruitless effort:
and litigation, through writs of ercor, reverse of jndgment and demurrer,
and what vast expenditures of money, of our very substance, have been made in
unavailing endeavors at recovery of entailed estates, and sll for the mere lack of
the connecting link, which would have been readily furnished by that species of evi-:
denen (the recorded fact) contemplated in the bill before you, had & similar law beem
enacted and enforeed, coeval with the early pilgrimage of the paritan fesefathers to-
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the shores of onr New England alone! Yes, millions of dollars, the well earned
veward of the hardy and theiving industry of our ancestors now, and it ia feared,

ever will remain in the custody and under the control of the * Britieh Orown,' which
would have long since been realized and distributed to legitimate heira in this coun-
try, but for the want of that perfect registration by our forefathers, of the Births,
Marringes, and Deaths of their respective children. Nor is this pecdliar state of
circomstanees owlng to any want of disposition or desire on the part of onr Father-
land to ferret out and effect iexal reversionary titls. Fngland bas many o time and
oft, sought by epecial formal notices, legitimate heirs to these vast entailed estates
among our transatlantic population, bot in copsequence of the lamentabic defects in
our anciest, snd T might add recent, eystem of vital gintisties, her endeavors have
been in moat wholly unavpiling. Many instacces might be referred to in
eonfirmation of the above, but T will simply aliads at preseut to the Angell proper-
ty," rightfully belonging to heirs in this country, aye, in our very city, smounting in
1825, to the enormons sum of Sve millions of pounds aterling :—Then again to the far-
famed * Jennings Fetate,” wherein an amount exeseding forty millions of doliars had
accumulated in 1848, and for which legitimate heirs have been as yet songht unavail-
ingly in thia conntry, where they are presumed to, and andoubtedly do reside.  How
true the remark of an eminent English jurist, * that it is aa necessary for the pressts
valion of the rights of individuals to preserve a registry of Births, Marriages, and
Denths, as it iy to preserves registry of deeds.’

* The sacredness with which the British laws are obesrved with regard to property
is beantifully illustrated in ihis maiter. Here is an immense estate, which was left
ity years ago without any owner, and sa far as Government knew, without & proba-
bility, after a0 great a lapse of time, of oue being found ; but noder the parental
ears of the laws, it 5 wetched and cherished notil, we suppess, it has trebloed its
original walue. If ia etill held in frust, to be conveyed to the heir, how remote or how
far soever removed from alleglancs to English soversignty.

“ Mr, Bmerson, in one of hiz recent lectures, related & similar Tocident to show
the stability of the Bnglish laws. A man died seven handred years ago, leaving a
portica of his property to be invested in such & way as to supply & bait of bread
and ale to whomsoover should apply for it.  Nolwithstanding revolution, civil war.
and progresa and chonge of all sorts, the beguest is as rigidly obeerved to-day ss it
wag when il was first made, Mr. Emerson himeelf, to test the matter, enjoyed the
bencfit of this strange and remote charity."

Agnin, evidences of relationship alone are easily lost among the lower, and indeed
all classes of society. As remarked by me before our Historicsl SBoclety, in & bio-
graphical sketch of some of our more prominent medical men of by-gone days, it
ta truly estonishing, the spathy and indiference that exist, aye, absclute want of
knowledge among men of the present business age, of the pames, lives and charaeter
of their ancesiry, even for the short period of half s century. From personal ob-
servation, I doubt whether it wonld be extravagant to declare that pot one individual
ont of ten of the general masses of soclety can give yon religble information tonch-
ing simply the Christian name of his grandfather, the maides name of hia grand-
mother, or he actual birtk-place of either; and individuals are t0 be met with who
Enow not even the maiden name, or birth-place of their own mother.” In a merely
genealogical point of view then, how necessary the present system of registration,
especially in a State embracing & population so dense and migratory.

We trust thet from this time forward our entire adult population, and State
suthoritiea partionlarly, will lock {0 these things and endenvor effectually to corract

1.
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ibeir former unpardenable scts of omission, in this respeet, to themselves and pos-
terity.

True, we cannot expect, especially under our new, free institwtions of govern-
ment, either "Btate or Geveral, to establish and develop ao perfect and complete &
gystem of vital sintisticass is found to existin those embracing elder and more rigid
forma of government, as Anstria, Rassin, Fravce, Haly, &c., but it is confidently
hoped that as owr communities become more enfightened, touching the great and
manifold advantages of the system, a vastly increased attention and devoledness may
be manifested by el} in fulfilling strictly the Jenient, but wholeome requirements of
the law upon which it is specially based ; and that our State, small in territory, may
vie with her sister States in snstaining heartily and cheerfolly the inportant camse
which we have 3o largely at heart.

Several of the Retyrns, from the imperfect manner in which they wera made,
have been neccssarily re-copiéd, to arrange thesm for bisding ; this cxtre. doty has
been sceomplished under my orders, through you, sod with great falthfulness and
care=a Jubor which 1 trust, since the issne of yoor recent circulse to the public
officiale, will hereafior be rendered unnecessry.

After these preparatory srrangements, finding thet, throngh my general profes
sional epgagements, leisore wad nol afforded sofficient for making up the tables, sb-
stracts and analysis, and beiny desirons that the work shonld be promptly and eatis-
fnctorily mecomplished, I, after munech solicitation, was cpabled to secure for the
amergoney, the valoebla sevvices of wy eateemed yoamy friend, (Cherles W, Parsons,
M. D, of thia Uity, & gentlemen of uvotiring indostry amd porseverance, and hencs
adwirably adapied to the saceessful performance of the work.

His lobors, while in fransitn, have been freely submitted o masuseript fo my
imgpection and supervision, and it gives me pleasure to state, that they meet with my
kearty approval and adoption, ner do I think they will be less appreciated by the
Legislature, and others, enjnying an interest in statistical investigation and research.

That they may meet with due ecmsideration feom yourself, Iz the confidesl hope
and troat of,

Doar Sir, yours, respectfully, &c., &c.,
J. MATRAN,
Chajrman Com. on Registration, K. . Med. Soctety.

To J3o. R. Bamrierr, Eag., Secretary of State.

Provioesce, Febroary 5, 1836,
Joserm Mavaax, M. 1., Chairman of the Committes on Registration
of the Ithode Island Medieal Soclety :

Deyx 1k :—1 herewith submit to you the Second Report on Hegistration of
Births, Marrioges and Deaths in thie Btate, prepared onder direction of your Com-
mittee. The document has been written in upavoideble haste, ns the Heburns were
not placed fn my haods 4l early in November last. Since that time I have given
to it all the lelsore I could obtain, but no one knows better than yourself the great
difficalty of following up any continnons study, in the midst of the confining and
irregular engagements of & physician’s life. I particnlarly regret two things ; that
I waa unebie to make extensive comparizons of our statistics with those of other
places, siven it is by mesns of sach comparizons that these studies become most val-
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wablz, and that it was utterly impossible to give that unremitied attention te correct-
ing the press, without which, some errors will inevitably ocenr, especially in a work
containing a0 many tables and fgures, These defects would have been hetter reme-
died, if the work had not been begun so Inte, or if it had not been thonght very im-
portant that the Report be presented during this session of the General Assembly.
For the same resson, the paging of the Tabular Abatract and that of the Report
bave been made distinet, (the latter beginuing, it will be noticed, near the middle of"
the docoment with page 1). By this means we hove been able to bave throe or four
eompositors nearly all the time engaged oo the work. This is & blemish, it must be
owhed, but without adopting the coarse which wes token, the Report could not have
been printed tili somo woeks after the period when the General Assembly will proba-
bly adjourn.

The pmliminmy tahles have heen pre[m.mﬂ Fromm the origi_un] retarns, mﬂuﬂ: by o
young lady of this city, to whose industry, faithfelness, and great skill in the use of
figures, I feel myseK very much indebted.

We muat all regret that Dr. Webb conld oot write the second Report, with the
advantage of practical experience added to his previowsly high qualificationz. The
former Heport owed its value moatly to his industry aod tslent, nided by your mi-
nubs acquaintance with the subject, and wniiring interest in all ita purts. Buot he
had been called to Isbor elsewhere, and I undertook thia task only at your particular
reguest, nnd with great doubta of soccess wnder all the dieadventageots circum-
blances of fnexpericnoe, short time, and the pressare of other duties.

In drawing inferences and lessona from the factz obtained by Registration, in
regard to the all-im‘pnrtnnh subjoct of Public Health, it became DECESSAry to Ehw
that some places, and some elasses of population, sre less favorsbly situated than
others, in the cirenmatances which promote long life and eomfort, or which gevern
the prevelence of particular discases. Any remarks of this kind ore made with the
single view of saying what appears to be true, lizble to bo corroeted as facts become
mire numerons,  We have never desired to strengiben any exisiing prejudice, or
ereate o Bew one, but have been guided by & belief that thetrath ooght to be known,
and thal the adaptation of particular ontward circumstances to the homen system
can never be learned except by extensive, methodical, organized inquiry of thia kind.

1 remain, Mr. Chairmaz,
Yours with high respect,
CHARLER W. PARIONE,



