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DEDICATION.

g ———

To the First and Second Congregational
- hurches in Williarsstown and to the Faculty and
¢ tudents of Williams College — the very gene-
r: | expression of whose favorable opinion of the
swistance of the following treatise, a3 recently
presented in the pulpits of these churches, has
indhiced him to prepare it for publication — this
little volume is most affectionately and respect-
fully dedicated, with every feeling of interest,
and «f Christian fellowship,

By their I'riend and Servant,
In the Mipistry of the Gospel,

, - A. PETERS.
Wik smstowenr, Mags., June, 1B4E,



A WORD TG THE READER.

Iv preparing this work, it has been my object 1o
firrnish a book adugiued to be read and understood by
gur chureh members goneraily; at enee 50 zmall, thet
any one may affard to purchase it-—so brief, as not
to be wearisome —-and sa arranged ns to present the
subjects diseuszed, in their proper orider, and with
clearness, to the mind of the resder. It is designed
as a candid, direct and jutelligible exposition of tho
Seripture Doctrine of Christian Haptism, in respeet to
its stadure, made and suliects.

Such a work mway appear to some to have been un-
called for. Scores of books and pamphlets have
been publizhed, on Bapusmn, zome of them of great
ahility 3 amd nomeh lewening bas been expended on the
snhject.  But the contraversy respecting the mode of
haptism s Been thrown o ne little confusion by
false 1ssues in argument, and by a range of learned
disenssion, oilen, the tendeney of’ which has been to
bewilder the inquirer after wuth, while the confidence
with which immersionists are accustomed to claim the



w1 WORD TO THE BEEADER.

express sanetion of seripture; bus led many to doubr,
whether, after all, the Baptists may not bo the nearest
right, i’ they would only gFive up thelr elose com-
HILnior.

It seemed important, therefore, to disembarrazs the
sitnple tenchings of the Bible ffom the incumbering
arguments which ltave been so generally urged in itz
wid, end o arm the eoimmmon ywnd in our ehurches
for tho defonee of tha serptural mode of baptism,
practiced by all Protestants, excepting o singhe deno-
mination.  We have necordingly made the Bible its
own interpreter.

The arguments nddueed in this treatise are almost
Wholly dgeriptural and didactie, with as Hale to do with
controversy, ag the nature of” the sulject and & proper
defence of the teuth has seommed to allow,

Similsr prineiples have been adopted in the argu-
ment for Infant Baptisi,

Bhould this uhdertakicg meet the favor which it
bumbly craves, and serve to strengthen the fhith of
sguch as already adopt substantially the positions hers
defended — confivm the wavering, convinee the doubt-
ing, or guide the honest inguirer to the truth, on the
much controverted sulyjects here diseussed —it will
fulfil the hopes and answer the, prayers of

 THE AUTHOR.



A COMMENDATORY RESOLUTION.

—

While preparing tor publication, I took occasion 1o
present the argument contained in Part L, at o meet-
ing of the  Merk=hire Association” whe bave Kindly
furnished the following cxpression of avor, viz:

“The Rev. Dr. Prrers preached the Associational
Eermon, lrom Mot 28 ¢ 18, and aftor cviticisi, the
tollowing preamble and resolution were unanimously
passed

e Amsoeintion bving listened with great inter
ezt o the argument of De. Peters on the Made of
Buptiem, and decining hig views original amd hopor-
tant, aned 0 *short methad® of settlivg this question;
therefore j

¥ Regolfped, That D, Poters be requested w publish
his views an this sulyject, in such form as he shall

judze best,
®A true copy from the minntes,
i Atest, J.IAY DANA, Seribe

Seagipna of the Berkshire JAssociation,
Greal Barringion, June G, 1348,
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