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POSTMASTER AT MOREHEAD CITY.

FRIDAY, SEFTEMEER b, 1919,

Txitep Srates SENATE,
SuscoMMITTEE oK Posr OFrions axp Post Roaps,
Washington, D. C.

The subcommittes met at 10.15 o'clock . m. in the commitiee room,

Cepitol, Senator Thomas Sterling presiding.
sent : Senators Starlin%[{chmrman} and France,

Present also: Senator F., M. Simmons and Hon. Semuel Mitchell
Brinson, Member of Congress,

The Cramxax. The committee has been called for the purpose of
considering the nomination of Robert T. Wade for postmaster at
Morehead City, N. C. We will hear you, Mr. Willis, Proceed in
your own way to make a statement. to the committes,

BTATEMENT OF MBE. ﬁmﬂ%&gﬂ;%ﬁﬁlﬁ'ﬁ: WILLIS, MOREHEAD

The Cuarrdax, State your age and occupation, please,

Mr. Wouras. My occupation now or at the fime I took this exami-
nation ! :

The Cramman. No; your general occupation,

Mr. Wrrrrs, At present I am nof occupied, but at the time I took
this examination T was railroad clerk for the Norfolk Southern Rail-
road at Morehead City.

The Crammax, What is your age?

Mr. Wrrre, Thirty-five. The Post Office Department posted a
notice in the post office, as they goenerally de, notifving the people that
a vacaney had cecurred in our post office and that a civil-service ex-
amination to fill the vacancy would be held on November 18, 1618,

The Ceamrmax. That is, for the position of postmaster at More-

head City, N. C.?

Mr. Wiirrs. Yes, sir. The vacancy was caused by the death of the
late postmaster, W. L. Arendell.

I wrote the Civil Service Commission in Washington for an appli-
cation blank and the rules governing examinations. I did not get
any reply. They only sent me the application blank and a set of
rules. I read over Slﬂ application very carefully and got three
reputable citizens of Morehead City—two merchants and the cashier
of the Marine Bank—to certify as to my character and good standing
in the town. I filled out my application blank, giving my business
from April, 1901, as purser of the Beaufort & Ocracoke Steamboat
Co., operating between Beaufort and Ocracoke, carrying the mail on
a mail route. From then until the trme T filled out the lanlk, which
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4 POSTMASTER AT MOREHEAD CITY, M. O.

was sometime gbout the lst of November, T was at work with Mr.
A. H. Webb, jr,, agent of the Norfolk Southern at Morehead City.

I read over this application blank very earefully, but they seem to
want to impress upon you that no reference to politics or religion
should ba made. Consequently, in my statement on the application
blank I did not refer to my position on that boat. I, was purser and
mail clerk, but it carried no pelitical appointment with it. It mat-
tered not who wag purser: he was supposed to act as mail clerk, as
the route would not justify their putting on a mail clerk. It was
not under the same gystem as the railroad.

Senator Srumoxs. You are speaking about the steamboat of which
you were purser?

Mr. Winias. It was not s steambont: it was a gasoline boat, run-
ning from Ocracoke to Beaufort at that time. Since then it has been
changed from Morehead to Ocracoke.

Senator Sryuaroxs. How many passengers did it carry?

Mr. Wizrss. We could easily take care of 30 to 35 on the Aitty
Waitts, the boat running at that time, which has since been burned,
and the Violef, the other boat, ran in the opposite direction. One
boat would go on one day and the other one the next day.

Senator Srxmoxs. How many passengers did you generally have?

Mr, Wris. We would average anywhere from 10 to 50 on the trip.

Senator Smasons. It would not carry 507

Mr. Wrra, No, si.  But we would pick up at different points.
We left at Beaufort, and our first stop would be at the Straits, then
Marshallberg, Davis, Atlantic, Cedar Island, Portsmouth, and Ocra-
coke. In the trip that day our passenger list would run from 10 to
§0. We would not average over three a day, I suppose, of through
passengers. There were fish boats running to Oeracoke out to the
pound nets, and their rates were cheaper than ours. and if a man
wanted to go through and did not m'11f1gl‘3 riding = fish boat, he gener-
ally went on that.

Senator Staioxs, What is the distance!

Mr, WiLs, The distance charted out is about 60 miles, I think.
My duties were to distribute the mail. T tock the mail at Beaufort,
and on our way to the Btrait, which is about an hour’s run, or an
hour and 15 minutes, I separated the mail and distributed it into the
different boxes and bags. There was not much pick-up mail,

Senator Smarons, ‘Vﬁre vou employed by the Government?

Mr. Wriinrs., No, sir; I was employed by the Ocracoke—I do not
know whether it is a steamboat company or not,

Senator Stvyons. You were employed by the boat?

Mr, Winws. Yes, sir; I was empﬁyﬁd by the boat.

Senator Simmors. It is a small gasoline boat{

Mr, Witns. Yes, sir.

Senator Siymors, What was its capacity in tonnaga!?

Mr. Wrnis. 1 could not tell you, sir.

The Cramyan, How many passengers could you conveniently

my?
Mr. Wirtis. We could carry 25 to 30, easily. The seating eapacity
was about that many.

Senator Stvmons, Tt was just s day boat?

Mr. Wirris, Yes, sir; no gleeping quarters at all.

Senator Simrons, With long benches on either side?
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Mr. Wrzzs., Yes, sir. 3

Senator Srmdors, Sort of like a street car?

Mr. Winets. Something on that order; yes, sir; practically the
same thing.

Senator Srwuons, What was the fared

Mr, Wrmus. I will not say positively. I think it was in the
neighborhood of a dollar and twenty-five cents for the through trip.

Senator Sivmore, The round trip?

Mr, Witns. No, sir; just one way. Between stations it was 26 to
50 cents, -

The CEamrMa®, You made a trip down one day and back the next?

Mr, Wirtzis. Yes, sir. There was a lay off at either Ocracoke or
Beaunfort, We eschanged every Saturday at Atlantic. 'We would
meet and exchanga maiEe That would allow me to spend one Sunday,
ar our crew to gpand ome Sunday, in Beaufort amd one Sunday 1n
Ocracoke, and gave us gne Sunday out of two at home.

Senator Sivons. What is the size of Ocracoke?

Mr. WiLis, About six-or seven hundred people. T do not believe
it goes to a thousand,

nator Srmaoxs. The other stops were small stations?

Mr, Wizrrs, They were small stations; yes, sir.

Senator Srvmoxs, What was the largest?

Mr. Wmxas. I think Atlantic possibly was the largest.

Senator Srvwons, How many people are there theref

Mr, Winzzs. May be about the size of Ocracole.

The Cearryars. Over what waterways did yvou got

Mr. Wiieis, We left Beaufort through the outlet of Bogué Sound,
crossing Beaufort Inlet, coming through the straits connecting the
inlet with Core Sound; through Core Sound in Pambieo Sound.
Portsmouth and Ocracoke are on the southern border of that sound.

Senator Siyvyons. All inland waters?

Mr. WiLras, Yes, sir.

The CHATRMAN. Proceed with your statement, Mr. Willis.

Mr. Wipzs, In making out this apy{l.icat.wn on the strength of the
statement as to politics and religion, I did not make a statement as
to my service in the post office under my father’s administration,

The Caammaxn, The post office at Morehead Cityt

Mr, Winns. Yes, sir. He held it for twe terms, and for about four
years I was sworn in as sssistant. These was no salary attached.
My sister was assistant postmaster, and my father had to pay her out
of his salary. They swore me in so that if either one of them should
want to be absent for any length of time, or were taken sick, or
a.]?}'thing like that, T would be in position to relieve either one of
them,

I did not make any reference to that in my applieation for fear
that T might border on those subjects that were repulsive to the
Civil Service Commission.

Senator Stamors. You were sworn in, but you received no salary?

Mr. Wriris. Absolutely none; no, sir—mnot one penny.

The CrarkmaN. What service did you perform? .

Mr, Woags. I distributed mai], so]dystamps, rated up parcel post,
and on one occasion when my father was sick for about 30 days I
made out the report for the post office.
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The Casmrmarx. To what extent was your service continuons?

Mr. Wiiis, Absolutely nothing continuous, 1 was there onl}y as
they needed me. I would go dewn in the morning about 11 o'clock
when the 10.30 train came in, and would help them distribute mail.

The Cramyax, How frequently did you do work at the post

Ce

Mr, Witris, Sometimes it would run for three or four weeks or a
month at a time that I would do that and relieve my sister in the
afternoon, then, at other times. when 1 would be busy at something
else, I could not get to the office, and it might be a week or 10 days
that 1 did not do anvthing there. I do not know exactly.

The Cramrmax, Toke it the year through, what proportion of time
did you work in the post office?

Mr. Wittis. I would imagine that—you mean the number of
hours? :

The Cmarrxmax, Yes.

Mr. Winuis, It would not exceed two hours in any one day that T
was there.

The CaHamMan, Would you say that your service in the post office
was on the average of two hours a day during your father's term?

Mr. Wicwis. No, sir; I would not say that, For about three years
that I acted in that capacity; he was postmaster for two terms. After
that they got a sma]f)appmpriation_. I think, of about $30 for an
asststant, and my father put on a man to clerk with that $30 to per-
form the duties that T had been performing. He was on duty prac-
tically all day, and it gave each one of them a little mora time off,

Senator Fraxce, That hee & bearing on the question before the
committee! This service of yours in the post office previously has a
bearing upon this particular gquestion ¥

Mr, WirLms. Has it?

Senator Francr. Yes.

nator Srrmoxs, Senator, I think it does. It is with reference
to his experience,

Senator France. Well, then, proceed.

Mr. Wionas, After 1 got this application from the Post Office
Department 1 filled it out——

enitor S1vMoxns. What husiness were vou engaged in at the time
you were rendering this voluntary service for your father?

Mr. Wruezs. T was in the coal and wood business in Morehead City ¥

Senator Srmmons. During the whole time? .

Mr. Wrnis, No, sir; nol the whole time. 1 was part of the time.
Part of the time I was idle, just picking up jobs, I did some electri-
cal work—just any jobs around the fish house, if there was anything
to do. T just picked up jobs, I was not in any particular business
at the time. I was in this coal and wood business for one year or a.
little over.

Senator Srumoxrs, Did you not have g restaurant of some sort?

Mr. Wireis. Not under father’s administration as postmaster; no,
Sir.

Senator Srmyovs. Not while rendering the services mentioned ¥

Mr. Wnris, No, sir,

The Cuairyax, Proceed,

Mr. WiLns, I went around to the EDSI: office. I did not know
whether the forms had changed since I had had that Iittle experiencs
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in August or not, and I asked the postmistress to let me have a blank
postal money order. ¥ naturally supposed that that was one of the
things they would examine us on, because it was the most difficult
¥ar1. of tha office work. She kindly consented to let me have one, and

looked it over and saw they were practically the same, if not the
same, as they were when 1 had this experience. I thanked her very
kindly and returned it to her. :

On the night of the 12th—no one knew 1 was going to take this ex-
amination ; I kept it quiet— :

Senator Simaroxs. When was that?

Mr. Wiwwrs, T did not especiaily care—

Senator SiasoNs. No; but you said the night of the 12th.

Mr, Witsss, I meant the 10th. ,

Senator Simmoxs. The 10th of what?

Mr. Winnis. November,

Senator Simarons. What year?

Mr. Winras. 1918, My examination was held on the 18th, T think
it was. It was the night of the 12th that I asked my employer if it
would be all right for me to be off the next day, He wanted to know
why, and I took out my card entitling me to entrance to the examina-
tion to be held in New Bern, with my photograph attached thereto,
and showed it to him. That explained it to him, and he granted me
permission to be off the following day.

I went to New Bern and stood the examinetion with Mr. R. T.
Wade. I finished my examination at 1 o'cloclk, or about . We went
on at 10, We had four hours for the examination, and I finished at
1 and left the other applicants at work. They came off about 2
o'clock. I went on home and did not hear any more about it, and
could not find out anything from the commission, .

The Crammaw, The Civil Service Commission !

Mr. Wiunas. Yes. sir—as to our rating, until on March 8, 1 received
a letter from the Civil Service Commiszion, postmarlked March 6,
‘Washington, D. C., and in that was my rating, which is before me
now.

The Cunamman, Have vou the lotter? ;

Mr. Wrnris. There wos no letter at all, absolutely nothing, except
this rating. It is ealled “ Report of ratings—postmaster examination,
(Compensation from 81,000 to $2,400 per annum, inclusive.) "

The Cuamsaw. You may have it marked and have it made a part
of the record as an exhibit.

Senator Soraons. Why not put the whols rating int  Oh, this is
only your rating?

Mr, Witria. Yes, sir; that is all, sir.

{The rating referred to, marked Exhibit A, is as follows:)

R KO, 78, REPOBET OF BRATINGE—POSTMASTER HEEAMINATION MoV, 1415 (COMPEN-
HATION FROM S04 TO E3400 PER ANNUM, INCLUSIVE]

TUniTeEn Brates Cnan Repvics COMMISSION,
Wirghengptomn, L .
81k: This s pot an exambnation under the vivl]l seeviee aet and vales, at is
held under an Execuarive order of March 31, 1817, which reads ns follows
* Herenfter when a vacancy ooears in the position of pestmaster of any office
of the firer, secotid, or thind class as the result of death, resignotion, vemoval,
or on the recomiendation of the First Asslstant Postinaster General, approved
by the Postmaster General, to the effect that the efficiency or the needs of the



