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EDITOR'S NOTE

“1 Love a man that doth stoutly express himself,”
said Montaigne, and his preference might well
point to the stout comments of W. F. Henley on
Hawlitt the essayist that give backbone o this
volume. Henley led at the close of last century a
lirtle phalanx of his own, and made of The Seots
(that became The National) Observer (1889-1894)
another in the long succession of journals that
fostered the essay. His account of Haeliet comes,
however, not from that source, but from an edition
of Hazliet's works,

Tt may be placed with Augusune Birrell's account
of Lamb, also from a vew edition of a favounte
author, in that serics of justificative pieces on which
essayists rest their case for an independent canon.
Of their near contemporaries, Richard Jefferies is
a lietle master among the essayists of nature. “ "T'he
Sun and the Brook ™ comes from a posthumous
callection entitled The Iitlls and the Fale. DMrs,
Meynell, individual in her method as any of this
aroup, was a National Observer contibutor who
had a pen sensitive and sure. She and * Vernon
Lee” (IMiss Pager) have both written delightfully,
in their different ways, on the power and spirit
of place. The essay “ Genius Loci ™ is from the
volume of that name. Mrs. Meynell's * Point
of Biography ™ is from her Collected Fssays.
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EDITOR'S NOTE

Amoeng the remgnised veterans of the critical essay
at the century’s close included in this group, John
Addington Symonds, Andrew Lang, the late Lord
Bryce, George Saintsbury, the late A H. Bullen, and
the sometime oracle of The Athenanm, Theodore
Warts-Dunton, serve to knit up the late Victorian
and the next generation. William Archer on Dr,
Brandes and his Shaiﬂpmre marks in the account
the place of the stage-critic as essayist. A causerie
nn tl‘IL death of Robert Louis Stevenson (18g4), by

().-C., recalls the days when The Speater,
m.-:nl:ually merged in The Nation, was hospitable
to new writers. W, B. Yeats was another of its
contributors with a rare Celtic fantasy to maintain.
His essay comes from an carly volume of Irish
folk-tales which he collected for the present
editor many years ago. As for Max Beerbolim,
wise and witty and joyously satirical h}? rns,
he gave the ecssay a new commission in gaiety
when he began, where other people end, by collect-
ing his Works in a first book. In the sime year
(18g6), let us recall, appeared his Caricatures
of Trwenty-five Gentlemen. The essays on Joseph
Andrewws, IFild Wales, Peter I ¢lkins and Abraham
Lincoln are from the volumes of * Everyman’s
Library,” Andrew Lang's Walton esay is from

an edition of the Compleat Angler (1896).
E. R.
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For permission to use copyright cssays io this volume,
special acknowledgments are dee to Mr. Duckworil
for the essay by Kichard Jefleries; to Mra, Meynell and
Messrs, Burng and Oates for " A Point of Biography ";
to Miss Paget (" Vernon Lec ') and Mr. John Lane for
W Genios Loci ™) to the Execeotors of the Walter Soott
Co. for J. Addington Symonds' essay on the Heligio
Medici: and for Mr. W. 15 Yeats' " Irigh Folk and
Fairy Tales ”'; to which should be added that poet and
essavist’s owt canzent,

To Sir Arthur T. Oniller-Conch, and toe Messrs, Uns-
scll and Co., the publishers are indebted for permission
tei nsc the essay oo Lhe Meath of W L Stevenson;
to Mr. Willam Archer and Mr, Grant Richards for ihad
on Dr. Brandes' Shakespeare; and to Mr, Max Ueerbohin,
Mr, john Lape and Messrs. Dodd, Mead and Un, for A
Clogd of Pinafores."" The other copyright items are
reprinted from books in Messes. Dent’s own list of
publications.
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