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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
DECALOGUE.



5 Thhere werds the Lord spabe wnto all your arcenfily in the
protnd osd af ihe midst of the five, of the clowd, amid of the thick
darkness, with a greaf volce ! and He gdded vo pore. And I
wroty fheme fm fve faller of rtone; and dedivered them unis me
—DEUT. v 22,

W Ve are pod come unds the mownt that might de fouched, and
that burned with fire, nor wnto Mackness, and dorebsess, and
sempest, and the sound of a tranpel, and the voice of words ;
nekich vofre they Hhat Reard entreaied fhat the word showld not be
apoken fo thew any more ! for &hey conld mot endsore that which
s commranded | Awd i so mock ara feast fovcd the monnitain,
£t 2hnll Be stomed, ov et Phrossh with g dard )" and 5o fervable
war the siphty that Moses safdy, * T excerlingly foar and yoake
—HEB, xii, 15-21,



CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
DECALOGUE.

THE Law of the Ten Words constitutes the very
heart or kernel of the entire Mosaic system.
Upon it as on a basis reposed the sacred cove-
nant of the Hebrew nation with Jehovah its
God. The two tablets of stone were preserved
in the ark as the palladium of Israel's national
independence, Around this brief code, as a
nucleus, there gathered by successive accretions
the ritual and the jurisprudence of Israel. It
was the Law which lent to Mosaism its peculiar
character as a temporary interlude in the history
of revelation. If the ethical principles involved
in this summary of duty were not the most
valuable or original contribution made by Mosa-
ism to the permanent religion of mankind, at
least it may be said that, of all the portions
of that system, the Decalogue is the one which
has suffered the least through lapse of time. It
passed almost unaltered into the New Testament
Church. While nearly everything else in Juda-
ism is grown obsolete, the code of ten command-
ments still keeps its place in the theology, the
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catechisms, and the ritual, of the Christian
world, '

It is cbvious that a portion of ancient revela-
tion so stable and fundamental as this deserves
to be very carefully studied. It retains for us a
practical utility. My design in the chapters
which follow is not merely to discuss the Deca-
logue as it was originally imposed on a new-
barn nation of emancipated slaves in the
desert of Sinai, or as originally understood by
them. Starting from its adaptation and utility
to the Hebrews in the first instance, I wish to
enquire what religions and moral principles
underlie its clauses, to discover what light has
been shed on these from later, especially from
New Testament, revelation, and under that
light to make some application of the ancient
law to our modern life. The undertaking isa
difficult one ; and I cannot hope to carry it out
as it ought to be done. But even the most
imperfect or superficial examination of the
Divine Commandments can scarcely fail to
yield us many a humbling and salutary lesson
in practical godliness,

In the present chapter I propose, by way of
preface, to invite attention to certain general
characteristics of the Decalopue Code as a
whole, which may prepare us for approaching
its Ten Words from a right point of view and
in a becoming spirit,



