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THE IMASE AND SUPERSCRIFTION ON EVEAY COIN IESUED PY THE UNITED
FTATES OF AMBRICA.

FROCLAIM LIBERTY THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND UNTO
ALL THE INEABITANTS THEREDF.

THE TNACRIPTION ON THE BELL IN THE OLD PHILADELYHLA STATEHODSE, WHICH
was noNe svry 4, 1770, AT TEER MGNING OF THE
PEQLARLTION OF INDEFENDENCE.

1837.



“LIBERTY.”

THE DECLARATION OF INDEFENDENCE.,

Wa hold these truths to be seli-evident, that all men mre created
eque), that.they are endowed by their Urestor with cartain inalienable
vights ; thet among these, ave iifk, iiberly, and the pursuit of happi-
ness. That 1o secdre thess rights, governments are matitoted m
men, deriving their powers from the jusl consent of the gov y
&c. [See the whole declaration, signed by the delegates of all the
i oﬁginii.lmm,andaduphdwthehnis of all the Biate Conatitu-
tions.

THE UNITED STATES* CONSTITUTION.

We, the paople of the Tnited States, in order to form 2 more per-

fact union, establish justice, ensum domestic tranquillity, provide for
the common defence, promote the general wellurs, end secure the
biegsings of liberty to ourselves mnd ocur posterity, do ordain end
establish this Constitstion for the United States of America. [In
what poesible manner dees the most absolute slavery of, and the
systematic and perpetuated traffic in, the blood, brains, and perves
of two and a quarter millions of human beings, sesist; and in what
poesble manner does it mod desiray each and all of these great
objectal Among the following provisions of the Constitution, are all
which the framers of it dared to insert for the security of slave pro-
perty.  If they had not felt guilty in holding such property, they would
not have left so many hundreds of millions of it with no better secu-
tity in the Constitution, and se perfectly exposed, as will eppear from
the instrument itsell, and from all the State Conatitutions, to the tre-
mendous energy of PREE #PEECH and a FREE PRESS.]
. Amt. L. 8ec. 2. Third cloure. HReprosentstives and direct taxes
shall be epportioned among the several sintes which may be included
within this Uniugn, sccording to their respective numbers, which shall
be defermined by adding to the whole number of free persons, in-
eluding those bound to service for a ierm of years, and excluding
Indiena not taxed, thres-fifths of gl other persons,



4 CONATITUTIONS

Bec. 8. [Among the enumerated powers of Crngress ars the fol-
lowing, which give it full authority to abolish the internel alave-trade
and slavery in the District of Celombie, viz:] The Congress shall
have power to regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among
the severel States, &,

The Congress shall have power to exercise exclusive legislation,
in all cases whatsoever, over such district (not exceeding ten miles
:}nnta) &8 may, by ceasion of pariteular slates, and the accepiance
g Congress, become ithe 2eat of the government of the United

tates.

[A similar power, also, extends to the territories, as appears fmma
Art. IV. Sec. 8. The Congress ehall have power to dispose of, an
make all needful rules and regulations respacting the territory and
other property belonging to the Uniled States, &e.

Bec. 2. The citizeny of each state sball be entitted Lo all the
privileges and immunities of citizens in the severnl slates.

No person held to service or labor in one state, under the Jaws
thereof, aacaping into another, shall, in consequence of any law or
regulation therein, be discharged from such service or laber, but shall
be delivered up on claim of the party to whom soch service or labor
may be due.

Sec. 4. The United Siates shali gromotee to every sfate in the
doton, a republican form of government, wnd shall protect sach of
them against mvasion; sod oo application of the legistature, or of
the executive {when the legislatura cannot be convened) againat
domastic violenoe.

Art. V. The Congress, whenever two-thirds of both houses
shall deem it necessary, shall propose amendmments to thia constitu-
tion, or, on the application of the legislatures of two-thirds of the
several states, shall call & convention for proposing amendments,
which, in either cese, shall be yolid 10 all intents aod purposes, as

urt of this coostitution, when ratified by the legislatures of three-
ourths of the seversl states, or by conventions in hree-fourthe
thereof, as the one or the other mode of ratification may be proposed
by Congreas.

AmewpmenT 1. Congress shall make no law respecting an es-
tablishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercive thereof: or
sbridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the
people peaceably to assemble end petition the government for a
redreas of grievances.

AwmenpuEnT VI The right of the peopls to be secure in their
persons, houses, papers, and effects, againsl unreasonable searches
and seizures, shall not be violated ; and no warrants shall issue but
upon probable cause, supported by cath or affirmation, and particu-
larly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to
be seized. P

Amenporent YII.  No person shall be held to answer for a capis
tal or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indict-
ment of a grand jury, sxcept in coses arising in the land er naval




oF THE STATES: §

forces, or in the militia when in actual service, in time of war or
public danger ; mor shell any person be subject, for the anme offence,
to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb ; oer shall be compelled in
eny criminal casp Lo be a witness agmiost hiwmeelf; nor be daprived
of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall
privaie property be taken for public use without just compensation.

Amenpmizyt I1X. In suits at common law, where the value in
controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall
be preserved ; and oo fact tned by & jury shell be otherwase re-
examined in any court of the United Stutes, than according to the
rales of the common law.

CONSTITUTICN OF MAINE )

Eivery citizen may freely apeuk, wnle, énd publish his sentissents

o any subject, being responaible for the abuee of ihia liberty. No

laws shall be pagsed regulaling or restraining the fresdom of the
press,

MAREACHUAETTH
The liberty of the press is essental to security of freedom ina
siate ; it ought not, therefore, to be restrained in this commonwealth.

REW EBEAMPIHIRE

The liberty of the press is emseniial to the security of freedom in
a state ; it ought, therefore, to be inviolably preserved.

YERMONT.

The people bave s right to a freedom of speech, and of writing
and publishing their sentiments concerning the tmnsactions of gov-
ernment, and, therelore, the freedom of the press onglt not to be
restrained.

Maitg.—* FreenoM axkp LireaTy.?

CONNECTICUT.

Every cilizen may freely speak, write, and publish bis sentiments
ou all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty.

No law shall ever bo passed t6 curtail or rostrain the Eharty of
wpeech or of the press.

KEW YOLE.

Every citizen may freely speak, write, nod publish bis sentiments
on all subjects, being responmble for the abuse of that right ; and no
luw shall be passed to restrain or abridge the liberty of speech, or of
the press. lo ell prosecutions or indictments for libels, the truth
mey be given in eyidence to the jury; and if it shall appear to the
jnr{.. that the meiter charged as libellous ia true, and was published
wit d motives, and for justifieble ends, the party shell be ac-
a:“ﬁmli and the jury shall have the right to determine the law and

Arms—Risive Bun. Supporiers—LisgnTr aNp JusTick.



] CONSTITUTIONE

FENNEYLVANIA.

" The printing presses shall be free to every person who undarinkes
to examine the proceedings of the legislature, or any branch of the

vernment ; and no law shall ever be made to restrain the right

reof. The free communication of thoughts and opinions is one
of the invaluable rights of man ; snd every citizen may freely speak,
write, and print on any uuh_]am being responsible for the shuma of
that hberty.

Motlo—Y1mTvUE, L1sERTY AND [¥DEPENDENCE.

DELAWARE

The press shall be free to every cilizen whe undertakes to examine

the official conduct of men scting in m public “P“lz and any

citizen may print cn any sach subject, heing responsible for the abuse
of that liberty.

MARYLAND.

The Liberty of the Rress ought ts be inviolsbly preserved.
Arms—Figure of JueTice.

VIRGINIA.
The freedom of the press is one of the greet bulwerks of liberty,
And can never be restrained but by despotic guvemmenl.l

Motlo—* 8o ALWAYR TO TYRANTAE.™

NORTH CAROLINA.

The freedom of the press is one of the great bulwacks of liberty,
and, therefore, cught never to be reatrained.
Arms—LmERTY AND PLENTY.

S0UTH CAROLINA,

The trial by jury, as heretofors uzed in this state, and the liberty
of the press, shall be for ever inviclably preserved.

GEORGIA.

Freedom of the press, and trial by jury, as heretofore used in this
state, shall remuin inviolats ; and no ex post facto law shall be passed.
Armp—Temriz or Lipgrrr.




OF THE ATATES.

EENTUCKY, TENNESSEE, INDIANA, LOUIBIANA, AND ILLINOIE

The prioting presses shall be free to every perscn who undertakes
to examine the proceedinge of the legisistore, or any branch of gov-
ernment ; and no law shall sver be made to restrain the right thereof.
The free communication of thoughta aod cpinions is one of the in-
valuable rights of man; and every citizen may freely spesk, write,
and print on any subject, being responsible for the sbuse of thet
liberty. .

Thjn;re shall be neither slavery wor involuntary servitnde in this
state, otherwise than for the punishment of crimes, whereof the
shall have been daly convicted. WNoc shall auy indenture of an
megro or mnilatto, hereafier made and executed cut of the bounds
of this state, ‘be of nny validity within this state.—Corsfitution of
Indigna.—{ Those of Obio and Ilinoig are aimilar. |

OHIO.

The printing presses shall be cpen and free to every ciizen who
wishes to sxamine the proceedings of any bragnch of goverament, or
the conduct of any public officer; and no law shall ever resirain the
right thereof. Every citizen hos en indisputnble right to speak, write,
or print upen any subject, an he thinks proper, being Linble for the
abuss of that liberty.

MISSISEIPFPL

Evary citizen may fteely speak, write, and publish hia sentiments
on sll subjects, being responsible for the use of that liberty.

No law shall ever be passed to curtail or restrein the liberty of
speech or of the press. ‘

ALARAMA,
Evory cilizen may freely stﬂ;, write, and publish his seniiments
on all subjects, being responsible for the abuse of that liberty.
v - MISBUURL
The fee communication of thoughis and epinicns is one of the
invalushle rights of man; and svery pemon may freely speak, write,
;:ﬂﬁgﬁn{. on any gubject, being responsible for the abuse of that
i S

THE SLAVE-TRADE DECLARED TO BE PIRACY BY
THE LAW OF THE UNITED STATES.

If any citizen of the United Stafes, heing of the' crew or ship's
company of any foreign ship or-vessol-éngaged in the sluve-trade,
or any person whatever, being of: the crew or ship’s company of any
ship or vessol owned in the whole or part, or navigaled f{r.or in
behalf of, any citizen or gcitizene of the United Btates, shall land,
from any‘such ship or vestel, and on any foreign shors seige any
negro or tmulatto, not- held'to service or labor by the laws of either



] GRORGE WASRINGTON. .

of the states or territories of the United Biates, with intent to make
such negro or wulaito a slave, or shall decoy, or forcibly bring or
carry, or shall receive such negre or mulatic on board any such ship
or vessal, with intent as aforesaid, such citizen or psrson shall be
adjudged a PIRATE, and on conviction thereof, before the circoit
court of the United States, for the district whereic he may be brought
or found, shall suffer DEATH.

GEORGE WASHINGTON.

I hope it will not be conceived from these obaervations, that it is
amy wish to hold the unhappy peopls who are the subject of this letter,
in slavery. [ cen only eay, that there is nof a man living, who wishes
more sincerely than L do, to aew a plan edopted for the abolition of
it but there is only ona proper and effectual mode by which it can
be accomplished, and that is, by the legislative authority : and this,
as far as my suffregs will go, shall not be wanting. —Leiter in Robert

The benevalence of your heart, my dear Marguis, is 0 conspicu-
ous on all occasions, that I never wonder et fresh proofs of it; but
your late purchase of an estate in the colony of Cayenne, witha
view of emaneipating the alaves, is a generons and poble proof of
your humanity. Wonld to Zod, n like spinit might diffese itself
generally into the minds of the pecple of this couniry!  But I despar
of seeing it. Bome petitions were presenied to the Assembly at its
Jest session, for the abolition of elavery: but they could scercely
obtain & hearing.—Letter 3 Lafayette,

I pever mean, unless some particular circumstance should compel
me to it, to possess another siave by purchase; # being among my
JSirst sishes tn xee yome plan adopted by whick slavery in thiz country
may be eboliched by lowr, —Letier to John F. Mercer.

Beczuse there are, in Pennsylvania, laws for the gradual abolition
af slavery, which neither Maryland nor Viegioia have at present;
‘but which nothing is more certoin than that they musl have, and al a
period not remote.—[ Reusons for depreciation of southern lands, in
u letier to Sir John Sinclair.]

; Cavenioas, February 28, 1776-

Mies Privris,—Your favor of the 26ih of October did net reach
my hands till the middle of Deceraber. Time enough, you will say,
1o have given an answer ere this. Granted. DBut a variety of im-
portant occurrences, continually interposing to distract the mind and
withdraw the attention, I hope will apologize for the delay, and plead
my excuss for the seoming, but not real neglect. 1 thank yon mest
sincerely for your polite potice of me, in the elegent liges you on-
closed ; and however undeserving I may be of such encomium and
pansgyric, the siyle and woanner exhibit a striking proof of your

_—




