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PREFACE.

Tae history of our patlon ia pecdlinr i & number of
things, but in none more than this,—that It records its own
origin, Thers is no other natlon that does this, the Jaws
excoptod. No one of the pressnt nations of Europe can tell
oa & word of their earliest ancestors, or even specify the cen-
tary in which their territory was firat taken possession of by
them, but all is involved in obscarity as are the years before
the flood. Bat it is far different with oar esrly hlstory as a
pation. We know the men who ssid they would be fres, and
who Iaid the foundation of this mighty republic. We know
whenoe they eame, the object for which they came, the spoi
to which they came, and the year, the month, and the day
they took poswwesion. Our nstion owes s lasting debt of
gratitude to our ancestors for their fidelity in recording the
incipient steps tekem by them in seitling this new world.
Bat with regret must we say that their descendsnia soon
begen to relax in their fidelity in this respect, and they con-
tinaed te decline, untfl their delinguency was almost antirs,
It may well be donbted, whether more then ope-half of the
towns in New England have any well-anthenticaied history of
their early settlement, and had not the aitention of the peo-
ple been called to this sohject by recently organized Historical
Bocletien, and centennisl addresses, & very few years had
buried sll in oblivion with thoss towns whoss history was not
already recorded. ‘Thers seems, truly, an snomely io the
hamen charscter, Inasmoch as man delights to retrace the
Hee of his descent to hls remotest ancestry, and has » strong
pasricn to live in the memory of his descendants, and yet
posassses very little inclination to do anything directly to for-
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mish the means to his posterity of Enowing that he ever
axisted,

One reason for the indifference manifested towards record-
Ing present events, s the general lmpression that ther can
have no important bearing npon what is Lo come, onless thay
are such events aa greatly interest the community ln pressnt
time —the result of a great battle, a revolation in & kingdom,
or a destractive earthquake, But nothing is more delosive
than such an impresaion. What would the inhabitants of the
city of London mow give for the year, the mooth, and the
day, in which the first man pitched his tent on that ground 1
What would they give if they conld Enow his name, his
origin, wheoee he came, the clrcumstances in which Le came,
the object for his coming, and, withal, & minute desoription
of the place as it them waat An octave pamphlet of ten
pages, sontaining well-authenticated facts of thie kind, wouid
be worth millions sterling to the anthor or proprietor. And
the history of our ancestors’ landing at Plymouth s infinitely
more important in oor history than the history of the sorren-
der of Burgoyne's ermy, or thet of Cornwallis. And even
those cceurrences which do pot seem to stand intimately com-
pected with any great resnlts, time will often vest with pecul-
inr inferest, in the view of posterity. How nnhsppy is the
reflection, then, that the early settlement of our towns should
be permitted to be forever lost through the apathy or indiffer.
ence of their inhabitanta, since the time will eertsinly arrive
when the snbject will be duly appreciated, and our descend-
snts will reprosch uws for our stupidity sod sloth in this
TeRpect |

¥t was in view of these end kindred considerations, that the
suthor of the following Bketches commenced, sixteen years
sgo, visiting the sorvivors among the firet settlers in the Coos
conntry, and in some towns in the vicinity. He was careful
to take down their statements in their presence, and they
were interrogated upon slmost all subjects here introduced.
Home made further communications wnder their own band.
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writing, and he has obtained written and published docu-
ments, aa far as he wes able, to aid him in this work. But as
it has beon his main design to go back of written and pob-
lished docoments, and to bring to light things which wounld
wever have appeared, unless they were taken up in & work of
this kind, he could avail hi-agll of thoss docomenis bat in &
limited degree; nnd in generuwl, thoy are introdaced ns corrob-
orative testimony, or explanatory, meraly. Bot he fears he
has already raised, by his remarks, sxpectations which he will
' by no means be able to satisfy ; and yet he has done what he
could with his means. He could not create means, and yet
had procursd so many, that e could hardly feel justified in
permitting them to perish with himeelf. It will be perceived
that he writes things grave, things trivial, and things import-
ant, and this with & view to presenit as nearly as possible, to
the present and foture generations, the circumstances, visws,
feelings, habits and customs of our ancestor,

Bafors he concludes thess remarks, e begs leave to saggest
what he views to be important for every family, and for every
town in this nation. 1. Let every family obtain as full and
az correct & record of their ancestry as is now possible, and
every child take o copy, and maka additions as time fornishes
the means, 2. Lot every town have lts statod historlan, who
ghall delight in his daty, whose object will be to eollect facta
of the eged, end by e!ll other means which Frovidence may
afford him; end to record passing events of an interesting
nature, Let this record be examined annoelly by the town
authorities and certified by the town clerk, snd then preserved
in the mrehives of the town. Extracts from thess documents
might furpish anoually interesting materials in every state
for & volume of Historical Collections. And these volumes
would in & few Fears furnish matter for the rchest history
that ever was possessed by o nailon on earth. He suggests it
to his brethren in the ministry, of &l denominations, to aid
In this camse. No class of men in the community enjoy ro
many facilition for making such a record — none would derive
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more henefit from It, and it is by oo means foreign to their
appropriate dutles. Brethren, think of it; think seriously,
and then met.

GFRANT POWERS.
Goshew, OF,, Jon. 1at, 1840,
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