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PREFACE.

Tur story of the conversion of the several
kingdoms of the Heptarehy bas naturally
some points common to the history of two
or morg of the kingdoms, This bas made it
impoasible to avidd repetition in some eages.

In one respect the subject bas been wmore
pleasant Lhan that of last years lectures
{Awgusiine aud s Compuiizons). There was
scarcely any intervention of Rome in the
period dealt with this winter, and it bas thus
not been penerally necessary to enter upon
eontroversiad walters, Oune of the “ehorch ™
newspapers, in the conrso of an appreciative
review of last year's Little volome, made a
sovere remark on the upnecessary raising of
controversial points. But, with one exception,
the controversial remarks had a fair connee-
tion with the subject; and, without any
exeeption, they had reference to objections
and difficulties of modern times, about which,
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and the need of meeting them, [ probably
know a3 much as my kindly eritic.

There iz another side to the question, and,
possibly, to the meaning of my eritiec. The
Roman aggression, whieh began on the death
of Cardingl Manning, i3 in full play; more
[ull and systematie than poreone ordioarily
informed know. I am clear that the doty
of members of the Church of England, who
have the opportunity, is to point oub guite
frankly the relative weakness of the Roman
position, and the relative stremgth of ours,
on tho muin subjects of the Roman attack
upen 08, Thero is a suicidal poliey in vogue
in some quarters, and perhaps my eritic 8 one
of its vietims, whieh is guided hy the mis-
takon idea that if we hold our peace on these
points, “reunign’ 13 more likely to come.
“He-union"” on any terms which we can
accept and which are not fatal to the structore
of the Roman elaims never can ecome. The
only hope for any sort of “ re-union’ s that
we should frankly and firmly expose the
hollowness of the Boman claims,
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