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PREFACE

THE history of medicine iz closely interlinked
with the development of theology. The crrors
of one are for the most part reflected in the mis-
takes of the other. No matter how obscnre and
dark the origin of either, whether derived from
ignorance and superstition or not, the ultimate
achivvement alone must be taken into considera-
tion. We do wol reiect chemistry becanse it
originated in alchemy, we do not dizregard as-
tronomy because ils rools are entwined with the
teachings of astrology, and so in theology and
medicine wo look to the final issue.  The slate-
ments gel forth in this book should net be con-
atrued as reflecting the development of theology
or medicine at the time, but as the belief of {he
peaple exisling iu these periods. Ihilosophy
may have been pure, but if the mind of man was
fanlty the responsibility must not be laid at the
door of geienee. I is the lunection of the histo-
rian truthfully to depict the thought and spirit
of the time of which he writes. This has been
attempted in the present work, Tt is not a erit-
ivism of n aystemn, bub a eriticism of man.
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FREFACE

There can be no doubt that absurd superstitions
are still existent for which the twentieth century
will be severely criticized in time to come.
Thus the words of our martyred President may
well be nged as a motto for this book: ** With
malice towards none, with charity for all.™

The last chapter of this book has been added
by the translator, as it scemed necessary for the
full di=senssion of the subject.

JurLivs L. BALINGER.
PuiLAapELra1A, Pa.
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