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ONE DAY WITH WHISTLER

+

HISTLER dicd oaly a few months ago

and yet the more or less elaborare arricles
which have already been printed sbour him may
be numbered by hundreds,  Nor is the fascinee-
ing eubject of this extraordinary personality by
any means exhansted, Mare than ene formal
biogrephy is in preparaden, and the dual person-
ality of Whistler — as 4 supreme master in are
and as a supreme master of brilliant satrical wit
—will continue te employ < the pen of the ready
writcr ** for a Iong time to come.

If the old-time anthor's apofspis for the appear-
gnce of some new book or treatise were still the
fashion, [ could make mine by simply stating that
the present article contine nothing on the subject
which has been printed before; seeing that it is
the *unvarnished tale'’ (alsc the hitherto un-
published tele) of Whistler's intercourse with
me and mine with him,

Qur first meeting, long years ago, took place at
his roems in Tite Street, Cheltes. My errand



did mot concern myself at all: J simply under-
took to deliver to him a picture entrusted to me
at Whistler's request by an absent friend of his
who told me in French parlance the master would
be pisible from nine to ten o’clock every morm-
ing. [ reached his house st about half past nine
and was admitted by a servant who showed me
into & reception room in which the prevailing
color scheme was & pale and delicate yellow.
The room at first looked bare snd empty, yet
its general cffect was both movel and pleasing.
Heving aent up my card, upon which I had
written & memorandam stating the cause of my
vislt, I soon beard o light step, and & moment
later I set eyea on Whistler for the first time. It
was his humor not to enter his own reception
room, but to remain at the threshold glaring =t
me through his meonocle and hoiding his watch
open in his hand.  Therc he was—the Whistler
of 80 maoy portraits and so many caricatures—a
elender, alert little man, but so gracefully propor-
tioned that, a8 he stoed framed in bis own door-
WAy, it wad not easy to determing whether he wae
big, middle-sized or smzll. All the external attri-
butes or trade marks were in evidence : the white
lock above the middle of his ferchead, carcfully
segregated from the black curls around it; the
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