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GENERAL

HISTORY OF CIVILIZATION
IN MODERN ELUROPE.

FROM THE FALL OF THE ROMAXN EMFPIRE TO THE FRENCH
REVOLUTION,

LECTURE L
CIVILIZATION 1N GENERAL.

Being called upon to rive a course of lectures, and hav-
ing considered what subject would be most agreeable and
convenient to fill up the shart space allowed os from now
to the close of the year, it has occurred to me that a general
sketch of the History of Modern Europe, considered more
especially with regard to the progress of civilization—that a
general survey of the history of European civilization, of its
origing itz progress, its end, its character, wouald he the
most profitable subject upon which 1 could engage your
attentiomn,

[ say Luropean civilization, because there iz evidently so
striking a wniformity {vadt’) in the civilization of the differ-
ent states of Earope, as fully to warrant this appellation.
Civilization has flowed to them all from sources so much
alike—it is so connected in them all, notwithstanding the
great differences of time, of place, and circomstances, by the
same principles, and 1t so tends in cthem all to Sring about
the same resalts, that no one wil! doubt the fact of there
being a civilization essentially Evropean.

At the same time (Lt must by ooserved that this civilization
cannot be found in—its histosy cannot be collected from,
the history of any single state of Europe.  However sinmlar
in its general appearance throvghout the whole, its variety
15 not less remarkable, nor has it ever yet developed itself



8 GENDEAL HISTOZY OF THE

completely 10 any particular country,  Iis characteristic fea-
tures are widely spread, and we shall be obliged to seek, as
oceasion may require, in England, in France, in Germany,
in Spain, for the elements of its history,

The situation in which we are placed, 25 Frenchmen, af-
fords usa great advantage for entering upon the study of
Europezn civilization ; for, without intending to flatter the
country to which I am bound by so many ties, I cannot but
regard France as the centre, as th2 focus, of the civilization
of Europe. It would be going too far to say that she has
always been, upon every occasion, in advance of other
nations,  Italy, at various epochs, has outstripped her in
the arts; England, as regards political institutions, is by far
before her; and, perhaps, at certain moments, we may find
other nations of Kurope superior to her in varipus particu-
lars; bot it must still be allowed, that whenever France has
set forward in the career of civilization, she has sprung
forth with cew vigor, and has socn come up with, er passed
by, all her rivals.

Not only iz this the case, but those ideas, those institutions
which promote civilization, but whose birth must be referred
to other countries, have, before they could become general,
or produce fruit—before thev could be transplanted to other
lands, or benefit the common stock of European civilization,
been abliged to underzo in France o new preparation ; it is
from France;as from a second country more rich and fertile,
that they have started forth to make the congquest of Europe.
There is not a single great idea, not a single great principle
of civilization, which, in order to become universally spread,
haz not first passed through Fraace,

There is, indeed, in the geniug of the French, some-
thing of a sociableness, of & sympathy—someihing which
spreads itself with more facility and energy, than in the
genius of any other people : it mav be in the language, or
the particuiar turn of mind of the French nation ; it may
lre in their monners, of that their ileas, being more popu-
lar, present themselves more clearly to the masses, penetrate
among them with greater ease ; but, 1 a word, clearness,
sociability, sympathy, are the sartieuiar characteristics of
France, of its civilization; aad these qualities render it emi-
nently qualified to march at the head of European civiliza-
tion.

In studying, then, the history of this great fact, it is
neither an arbitrary choice, ner convention, that feads os to
mike France the central point from which we shall study it ;



