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THE CHATEAU DE RAMEZAY

“ There stands no boilding the length and breadth of the
Dominion, around which associate so many of the thrilling
- avente, episodes and socinl life of onr history, a8 pertain to
this ChAtean, the oldeat public bufldisg in the conntry. Not
only in French daya bul In those of our own ers this buildin
hag occupled a prominent focal point from which diverge
some of the greatest events of our history.' TInder the French
régime the %overnors Wwere s.rF ointed for ihe bonor of the
orition and so regarded ib. a galary wan amall and t-lll!‘\i
i to pay for public as well as privabe entertainments ane

bwild their own polaces.

Claude de Ramesay, the 11th Bovernor of Montreal, appuinted
1703, was born in Pranee 1857, was of Bcoteh descent, a grandzon
of a Bir John Rameay, captils in the regiment raised by Bir
John Hephurn, in Seotland, In 1636, for servies in France.

DeRatezay osme bo Cynada o 1685, with & namber of other
young officers, in the suite of Governor da Denonyille, He was
then a lieutenant in de Treeye's pompany, of the Marine troopa,
which later took part in the expedition to Hudsen Bay, in
promotion was rapid, being capiain in 1637, later colonel, then
commaundant of troops and fnally governor.

In 1687 he took part In the expedition against the lroguois
and [n 188 when Phipps appeared before Quebec, he brought
over 3 men from Monbreal for the defence of the former town.

Hiatory tells of the spiriled defence made by Frontenac and
his gallant efficers, the latter, no donbe, belng enoonraged by
the bright smiles of some of Quaber’s fair daughters who it
seeme lost no time in rewarding thair bhrave dofonders with
their heart and hand, Searcely had the last of Phipps’ fleot din-
appeared around Poinde Levi, than de Rumezay was married to

ella. Marie-Charloite Deny’s, n dagghier of Ieny de 1x Ronde
ane of the oldest and wealthiest families of Canada. Hisexam-
ple was zoon followed by de Vandreuil, d'Ailleboust and many
others, Could they have acen into the fotare their happiness
would have bean mingled with aorrow, for 1t was deatined that
a son of de Ramezay should be the one to open the gates of
Quebec to the English in 1768, and a son of de Vaudreail shoold
do likewise, at Montreal, the Fear fullowing. :

Die Ramezay was one of the moat prominent men of his time,
oecupying an official position in Oansda for a term exepeding
forty years. He was Seignemr de la Gesss, deMontigny et
Boisfleurent, In Francs, and in Canada was Seipneur de Monnoir
and de Ramezay, Knllght. af the Military Order of Ht. Louis,
Governor of Montreal, and Commandant of all the militia in
the country, and was Administrator of the Governor-General-
sh{p during the two years® absence of da YVaudrenil in France.

he Chateau wns built in 1705, The nelghborhood was then
the fashionable part of the town and was occupiad by the Baron



de Longuenil, the Contreccmtrs, d'Eschambaults, d’Aillebouts
and Madame de Portnenf, the widow of Baron Bécancourt.
Bituated on a hill and opposite to the megnificient garden of
the Jesults, thia plain unembellished house had an open view to
the river front.

Under de Rhmezay’s regimea, 1703 to 1724, thia venerable edifice
was the hall of antartainment of the lustrious of the country.
The many expeditions to the distant fur flelds, the voyages of
dispovery of new lands, the councils of war, the military ox-

 peditions, the conferences with the Indlana, the annual faies
and fur trading market attractad to the shores of Montreal, not
only the Governor-(3eneral, the Intendant, and their suites, but
& considerable number of the most Important people of the
eoantry ineloding all classea of society. To one and, all ithe
ortals of thia hoapitable manslon were avoer opon, To the
owly Indlan and his sguaw and to the exalted nobleman and
his conaort, the noble and bensficient Ramezay and his family
showed sgual attentivn. Fearlems to the Indian or enemy, his
bravery and charity were equally exemplified in the pursonal
nvare and attention he and his family gave to the suffering
{fit-izuns of Montresl during the pest which devaatated the town
n 1721,

De Ramezay dled In 1734, and his family spld the Chatean fo
the * Compagnis des Indes ¥ in 1745, The latter retained

ossesalon antil the cession, 1763, when it was bought by Wm,

rant, Baron de Losgueui] who ln torn disposed of it to the
Engliah Government for the sum of two thousand guineas. It
thua became once more the residence of the Governors and
rémained such wp to 1549,

In 1775-8, the (hatean waa the Head-guarters for the Con-
tinental ATmy under Monlgomery, and in the apring of 17748
there came Benjamin Franklin, Carroll of Carrollton and Samuo
Chase envoys sent by Congress to inflasnce the French Cansa-
diane, to join the revolted colomies. Then came Benedict
Arnold who ocoupied the Chatean for several weeks.

Lord Motonlfe was the last resident governor, but for some
%EM'B after his establishment in a new goverpment house the

hateau was used for deparimente] ‘offices. When the govern-
ment was withdrawn from Montreal the Chateau served several

urposes. Por geveral yaarda the courts wera held here, and -
ster the Normal School. :

In 1884, the Chateau was sald b;r the Government and pur-
chased by tha Corpuration of the City of Montreal and in 1895,
the Numismatic and Antigouarian Boeiety obtained the buildiu&
i)[r the purpose of founding an Hietoricr]l Portraft-Gallery an

useum. y i
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CATALOGUE.

HALL.
'ENGRAVINGS, PHOTOGRAVURES, MAPS & ANTIQUITIES,
{ The names of the donors ave printed in {belica).

ENGRAVINGS.
i. The Thin Red Line. 83rd Highlanders at Balaclava,
Oet, 25., 1854, Crimean War.
H.J. Tifn Esqg.
2. Battle of’l‘al-el-K.aher Attack of the Highlandera on.
) the trenches, Sept. 33, 1882, .. .
Wt o : H. J. Tiffin Eng.
3. Bafile of Quatre Bras. French Cavalry attacking the
*Eng]la_h Bauares, June, 1§, 1815. .
o : H. J. Tiffin Esq.
'4. Oolonial views, Rhoda Taland Infantry, 1775, do 1810
State House Philadelphia in 1775,
H.J. Tifin Esq.
5. " FPourla Pairie.' Frapco-Prusgian War, 1870,
- H. J- Tiffin Eaq.
8. Charge uftha Light Brlgn;dﬂ- ai Balaclava, led by Lord
Cardigan, Oct. 25, 1854.
B H.J. Tifin Esg.
T Gha.rg'ﬁ af the 42nd High]andura, led Ly 8ir Colin
Campbaell, at the Battle qu]ms Hept. 24, 1854,
H. J. Tiffin Eeq.

8. The Brida! Mornlng. Quesn Vietorla and Prince
Albert upon the return from the marriage ceremony.

H. J. Tifin Eaq.



