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Ocp England, gractous wielder of the spell
OF pastoral heauty, fonitress hendyn.

OF areen Areadion temples, mation-belle
Fobed vich of vastis glory, i is well,

Yea, past all bonsting, fo be son of thine.

Foul fall zuch ingratez az the spell proclutin

A charim ulworn, and in fete Tval of gol

Do fhyt easifT conguesis gf sullinler fume

Than hiz that shaped Hhem— Mnplish such in nome,
Fef alicns wifer dofh in hegrd and moidd,

Stay thiu qreen Enaland, fl thy loins with store

O pessand wiarfiond, s Hhow plenieous seed

OF suel grime sodonsr os wes Bune of yore,

Lie thy strong philtres aye and evermore

The broad gresn woodland and the vind-swepd mewd !

FEORGE BARTRAM,



THE PATRIOTIC IDEA

By (. K. QansTeRToN

I

TI-IE scepticism of the last two centuries

has attacked patriotism as it has
attacked all the other theoretic passions of
mankind, and in the case of patriotism the
attack haz been interesting and respectable
because it has comne from a set of modern
writers who are not wmere sceptics, but whoe
really have an organic belief in philosophy
and politics, Tolstoy, perhaps the preatest
of living Europeans, hos succeeded in
founding « school which, whatever its faults
(and they are neither few nor small), has all
the characteristics of a great religion. Like
a great religion, 1t 15 positive, it 1s publie,
above all, it is paradoxical. The Tolstoyan
enjoys asserting the hardest parts of his
belief with that dark and magnificent joy
which has been uwnknown in the world for
nearly four hundred years. He enjoys
saying, ‘ No man should sirike a blow even
to dcgend his country,’ in the same way that
Tertullian enjoyed saying, * Credo quia {m-
possibile.
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2 PAPERS OF THE PATRIOTS CLUB

This important and growing sect, together
with many modern intelleetuals of various
achools, Jlrecﬂ}r impugn the idea of pat-
riotism a8 interfering with the larger senti-
ment of the love of humanity. To them
the particular is always the enemy of the
peneral, To them every nation iz the rival
of mankind. To them, in not a few in-
stances, every man is the rival of mankind.
And they bear a dim oand not wholly
agreenble resemblance to a certain kind of
}:Luple whoe go about ﬂ-.'l‘lrilllﬂ‘ t.h'rt nobndv
should go to church, since BGod is omni-
present, and not to be found in churches.

sSuppose that two men, lost upon some
gray waste in rain and darknees, were to
come upon the light of a porch and take
shelter in some strange house, where the
household entertained them pleasantly, It
might be that some feast or entertainment
was going forward ; that private theatricals
were in preparation, or progressive whist in
progress.  One of these travellers might
Tend a hand instinetively and heartily, ml.ght
play his eards at whist in a fighting spirit,
might black bis face in theatricals and make
the ehildren laugh., And this he would do
because he felt kindly towards the whole
company. But the other man would say:
1 love this company so much that I dislike
its being divided into factions by progressive
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whist: I love so much the human face
divine that I do not wish to see it obscured
with soot or grease-paint ; 1 will not take a
partner for the lancers, for that would
involve selecting one woman for special
privilege, and I love you all alike.” The
first man would undoubtedly amuse the
whole company more. And would he not
love the whole company more 7

Every one of us has, indeed, been lost in

a gray waste of eternity, and strayed to the
ortal of this earth, over which the lamyp is
the sun. We find inside the company of
humanity enzaged in eertain ancient festivals
and forms, certain competitions and distine-
tions. And, as in the other ease, two kinds
of love ean be offered to that bﬂEiLt}" The
“prig will profess to join in their unity ; the
good comrade will join in their divizions.

If the stray guests see something niterly
immoral in the distinelions, snmething
utterly wicked in the ritual, doubtless they
must protest; but they shonld never pro-
test beeause the distinetions are dlstmctmm.
and therefore in one semse exclusive, or
because the ritual i¢ ritual, and therefore in
one sense irrational.  If the stranger in the
house Lias a moral objection, for instance, to
playing for money, he ought to decline, -
though he ought not to enjoy declining,
But he must not ask, ¢ W hy am I arbitraril; y
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4 PAPERS OF THE PATRIOTS CLUB

made o partner with So-and-so? He must
not say, * What rational ‘difference is there
between spades and diamonds ?* If he
really loves his kind, he will, as far as he
can, and in the great mass of things, play
the parts given him. He will preserve this
gay and impetuous conservatism; he will
throw himself into the competitive sports
of nationality ; he will walk with relish in
the anelent theatricals of religion.

DBecause the modern intellectuals who
digapprove of patriotism do not do this, a
strange coldness and unreality hangs about
their love for men. If you ask them
whether they love humanity, they will say,
doubtless sincerely, that they do. DBut if
you ask them tauching any of the classes
that go to make up humanit}', yon will find
that they hate them all.  They hate kings,
they hate priests, they hate soldiers, they
hate sailors. They distrust men of smenm
they denounce the middle classes, the_?
despair of working men, but they adore
hnmanity, Oonly they always speak of
humanity as if it were a curious foreign
nation. They are dividing themselves more
and wmwore from men to exalt the gtrange
race of mankind. They are ceasing to be
human in the effort to be humane.

The truth is, of course, that real univer-
sality is to be reached rather by convineing



