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¥iii AUTOBIOGRAPEY OF THE AUTHOR.

the moat of the castle iwined among the dwarf evergreens that
covered most of the level ground in the vicinity, and the back
groand of the landscaps was a mountain range, darkened with
forests of the yellow pine up to the line where vegetation ceased,
nnd the region of eternal snow began.

The building was the ancient castle of Falsters, in Sweden, my
ancestral home. Within its walls, the family of Roback, or, as it
is epelled in the old Noree records, Rebach, had dwelt from time

immemorial. The foundera of the kouse of Roback were men of

renown among the Vi-Kings and Jarls of the Beandinavian coast
and islands, and honorable mention is wade of their exploits in
the Sagas of the Scalds, or bards of the North. Some of these
poems are now extant in the Icelandic collection, in tha library
of the Royal Geographical Society at Copenhagen. I have no
recollection of my parents, both of whom died in my infancy, and
my family reminiscences are confined to my six brothers—all my
elders, and one sister, younger than myself. By the time T had
reached the age of ten years I began to perceive that a degree of
respect and attention, almest amounting te reverence, was paid
to me by the reat of the family. Five of my brothers had by this
time gone out into the world to seek their fortunes; and, as the
cadets of an ancient line, known and honored throughout Sweden,
had been courted, caressed, and helped forward by powerful
friends in the careers they had chosen.

It was about thie period thet my elder brother Frithiof im-
parted to me the history of our family. He informed me that our
race had been renowned for their prophetic gifts, and their skill
and attainments in Magie, Astrology, and other occalt lore, for
more than four hundred years. He epoke of Magnus Roback
our grandfather, and of the fame ho had acquired as an Astrolo-
gist, and of an uncle, now resident at 3t. Petersburgh, and enjoy-
ing the countenance arnd friendship of the Emperor Nicholas,
“ But,” said wy brother, “it is in the seventh son of a seventh
son, that the prophetic gifts bestowed upon onr family must be
locked for in their utmost intensity. You ocoupy that exiraor-
dinary position. Our father, Gustayus Adolphus Roback, was
the seventh som of Magnos Roback, and you are his seventh






