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PREFACE.

AT the outbreak of the American war, in common
with many ef my countrymen, I f&lt very indifferent
as to which side might win; but if I had any bias,
my sympathics were rather in favor of the North, on
secount of the dislike which an Epglishman natu-
rally fecls at the idea of slavery. But soon a senti-
ment of great admiration for the gallantry and de-
termination of the Southerners, together with the
unhappyv contrast afforded by the foolish ballying
eondnet of the Northerners, cauzed a complete fevul-
gion in my feelings, and I was unable to repressa
strong wish to go to America and see gomething of
this wonderful stroggle.

Ilaving successfully acecomplished my design, I
returned to England, and found amongst all my
friends an extreme desire to know the truth of what
was going on in the South; for, in eonsequence of
the blockade, the truth can with difficulty be arrived
at, a2 intelligence coming mainly through Northern
sourecs is not believed ; and, in fact, nowhere is the
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ignorance of what is passing in the Seuth more pro-
found than it is in the Northern States,

In conzequence of a desire often expressed, I now
publish the Diary which I endeavored, as well as I
eould, to keep np day by day during my travels
thronghout the Confederate States.

I have not attempted to conceal any of the pecu-
liavities or defects of the Bouthern people. Many
persons will donbtless highly disapprove of some of
their cnstoms and habits in the wilder portion of the
country; but T think no generous man, whatever
may be his political opinions, ean do otherwise than
admire the courage, energy, and patriotism of the
whole population, and the skill of its leaders, in this
strugrle against great odds. And I am also of
opinion that many will agree with me in thinking
that a people in which all ranks and both sexes dis-
play & wnanimity and a heroism which can never
have been smrpassed in the history of the world, is
destined, sooner or later, to become a great and in-
dependent nation,
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2d March, 1863, —1 left England in the royal mail
stcamer Atrato, and mrived at 8t Thomas on the
17th.

22d Mareh—~Anchored at Havana at 6.15 A. a0,
where I fell in with my old friend, I M.’s frigate
Immaortalité. Captain Hancock not only volun-
teered to take me a3 his guest to Matamores, but
also to teke a Texan merchant, whose sequaintance
I had made in the Atrato. Thiz gentleman's name
is M‘Carthy. He is of Irish birth—an excellent fil-
low, and a good companion; and when he under-
stood my wish to see the “ Sonth,” he had most good-
naturedly volunteered to pilot me over part of the
Texan deserts. I owe mmech to Captain Hancock's
kindnese.



