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COTTON GROWING IN NIGERIA

INTRODUCTORY

I rarr Liverpool for Nigeria on the 8th of Febraary, 1921, retarning to
England on the 26th of July after an absance of five and & half months.

During that tima I travelled within the Colony and Protectorate
tor & total distancs of about thres thousand miles, halting for periods
varying from a day to & week, acsording to thair importance, at the
places shown on the attached map (see Appendix I.).

In the eourde of these travels I met, in addition to the local
representatives of the British Cofton Growing Association, practi-
cally all the principal officiala of the Nigerian serviee, including tha
Governor (Sir Hugh Clifford, G.C.M.G.), the Chief Becretary (Mr.
D. (ameron, C.M.G., now Acting Governor), the Lieutenant-
Giovernors of the Northern and Southern Proviness, the Directors
of Agriculture {WMorthern and Bouthern), the General Manager of
the Nigerian Hailway, the Director of Marine Transport, the Super-
intendent of Motor Transport, and many other departmental suthori-
ties, besides, of course, the Residents and Distriet Cffivers of every
provines through which my route lay. At the same time I made
a point of meefing the native chiafa of the various Bmirates or other
territories visited during my tour, inoluding the Barkin Musulmi
(Sultan) of Bokoto, the Emirs of Kano, Zaria, Horin, Kontagora,
Argungu, ete., the Headmen of Yelwa, Besas, Birnin-Kebbi, Rahama,
and many others.

Before proceeding farther I wigh o being to the notice of the
Committea tha invaluable asmistanoe which I received, before leaving

d, from fir Frederick Lugard, G.C.M.G., who vo fresly gave
me the benefit of his advice ad to the general cutlines of my tour,
and from Mr. W. H. Himbury, Manager of the British Cotton
Growing Association, who went out of his way to help me by every
means in his powsr; and I would take this opporinnity also to
oxpress my cordial acknowladgments of the great kindness and
consideration which I received from nearly everyone whom I met
in Nigeria itself.

At the time of my arrival the Governor was engaged on a four
of the Northern Provineea prior to hie departure for England on
leave of absence, but he waa obliging enough to meet me at Zaria,
where I breakiasted with him on the trein and had an opportunity
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2 COTTON GROWING IN NIGERIA

of explaining the scope and objects of my mission and of diseussing
some of the more important problems conneeted with it. These
disenssions were necessarily of a provisional and gensral character
only, since I had then no practieal sequaintance with local condi-
tiong, and was not in a position to formulate detailed proposals, hiut
His Excelleney evincaed mueh inferest in the whols subject of the
Nigerian cotton industry, and was kind enough to say that he would
be glad to meet me in London after the completion of my tour, and
to give his careful consideration to any definite snggestions which
might then be put forward.

In Sir Hugh Clifford’s absence I received avery possible assistance
from the Acting Governor, Mr. Cameron, who readily placed at my
disposal all the information for which I asked trom time to fime, and
did everything in his power to help me. I am very specially in-
debted to Mr. Cumeron's eowrtesy snd Jikewise to hiz wide knowledge
of Nigerian affairs, from which I derived the utmost assistanee.

With this acknowledgment I should like to associate the expras-
gion of my sincere thanks to the other Government officers above
mentioned, and also to Mr. J. Percival and the local etaff of the
British Cofton Growing Association, all of whom did fheir nitmost
to co-operate with me and to make my mission a suovess—in short,
no one eould have received more willing help than T did throwghout
my tour. If I lay special emphasis on this, it is becanse I feel that,
in transactions of the kind which the Committes contomplates, it
is of the first importance that the relations between itd4 represents-
tives and the local aunthorifiey should be founded in mutual con-
fidence and good-will. I hope and think that cne of the resmlte of
my tour has been to establish auch a footing and to enlist a large
measure of pympathy in Kigeria for the great work which the
Committes has in view,

In drawing up this report I have aimed in the first place at
giving some genoral ides of the country and its native inhsbitants,
the distribution of the most promiging cotton centres, the existing
gystern of communieations and how far they serve thede centres,
the constitution of the Government with referenee more particularly
to those departinents whose co-operation is of dpeeial importance
to the Commitlee’s objects, nnd after thus outlining broadly the
conditions which obtain at the moment, I bave endeavoured to
indicato generally the lines on which it appears to me that existing
tacilities could be reinforoed or new means of development introduced.

The first part of the report, which is mainly deseriptive, probably
goes over a good deal of ground wilh which the Committes is already
familiar, bul for ihe sake of confinuity I have deemed it best to
begin with & short summary of things as they are before attempting
to deal with questions of constructive poliey.




