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PREFACKE

Tee book whose pages follow is the result of
a convietion, firm-rooted in observation and ex-
perience, that the American business man prefers
to judge for himself. He wishes the faets, and
heyond all the fundamental faets, and when he has
them his judgment is sure, quick and final. Tt is
to men who think in this way that this book is
addressed. It iz the story, told as coneizely as
the facts permit, of conditions as they truly exist
in the great land which, like & cornucopia,
" stretehes to the south of wa. It is written for the
- business man of the United States, definitely, with
- such limitations as exist for such a book—its value
T to the European may be the greater becaunse it
I does not seck to straddle the national issue.
- T have written other books on Mexico. One has
*seen the light of publication before this velume
“was written.? I have sought, in these other vol-
“umes, one upon the people of Mexico and one upon
the psyvchology which governs their actions in so-
cial and in business life, to lay a =olid ground for
the understanding of the country and its people.
In the book which is offered here 1 give, freely,
openly, without apology, the facts of a commercial

L The Prople of Mexrizo, Harper & Broa, New York, 1021, The
companion book, The Merican Mind, iz In preparation for pub-
lication as this present volume goes to press.
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situation which to me 1s the most astounding con-
dition i the business world to-day. T picture, with
the simplicity of truthy, a conntry of vast natural
mineral resourees, but virtually no agricultural
wealth, aeountry with almost ne eonsnming popu-
Intion, o country of radieal govermments which
have =ouehtf, frankly, to destroy capital and the
maehinery ol Mexico’s own wealth. 1 have told
but little of the famous resources of Mexieo—
thoze are deseribed elaborately in many works.
T Liave told little of the labor of Mexieo, for this is
vet to be harnessed. I have deseribed none of the
areat industriad needs of Mexico, becanse those are
obviouz to all who .

I bave sought, rather, to sel down those phases
ol Mexiean life to-day whicl are the background
of Mexiean business. I have dared—what no man
with less faith in the American Imsiness man
would dare to do—to set forth honestly the truth
about Mexieanz of to-daw, the scerets of Mexiean
rovernment, the faets of Mexican “'bolshevism,"
the horrors of Mexieo’s degeneration under {he
rile of her predatory cacigues. These to me are
the fundamentals of Mexican irade, just as they
are the fundamentals of Mexiean polities and of
the life of the Mexican people to-day. I have
sought to set them forth in their relation to the
grave issues of world frade, to set {hem in their
relationzhip with the ways of men in business and
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with the ways of bmsiness in its relationship fo
human life.

I am a friend of Mexico. Few who have writ-
ten of her life have been more deeply interested in
her welfare. I should like to lav here the foun-
dations for a solution of the Mexican business
problem by setting forth the nnhappy picture, ig-
noring no detail, seeking no self-deceit, as is too
often the practice of those who write on Mexico.
T believe that more will he gainod, more business
of a solid sort won, by thoze who realize and recog-
nize the trnth of conditions in Mexieo, than hy
those who deliberately elose their eyes to those
conditions.

Let us have the truth, then! Lot us face the
Mexican trade problem as it is, with itz vast pe-
tentialitics balaneed, as they actually are, by the
sinister elements of ignorance, bitter poverty and
racial conservatism. Let og see the problem while
we see the golden goal. For this problem is no
mere issue of beating the British or the Germans
to a thriving market. It iz an izgue of bringing
into being the purchasing power of a populons
nation, which is howed down to-day by the horrors
of revolution, of unthinking radicalism, of na-
tional degeneracy. He who ghall solve that prob-
lem will win the trade of Mexico when she has
trade. That is all which is to be known, and the
only issue to be faced.



