REPORT OF THE TRIAL OF ABRAHAM
PRESCOTT, FOR THE MURDER OF MRS.
SALLY COCHRAN, OF PEMBROKE,
JUNE 23, 1833. EXECUTED AT
HOPKINTON, JAN. 6, 1836



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649195145

Report of the trial of Abraham Prescott, for the murder of Mrs. Sally Cochran, of Pembroke,
June 23, 1833. Executed at Hopkinton, Jan. 6, 1836 by Abraham Prescott

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



ABRAHAM PRESCOTT

REPORT OF THE TRIAL OF ABRAHAM
PRESCOTT, FOR THE MURDER OF MRS.
SALLY COCHRAN, OF PEMBROKE,
JUNE 23, 1833. EXECUTED AT
HOPKINTON, JAN. 6, 1836

ﬁTrieste






—CFT O L

NUMBER ONE.

MURDER TRIAES AND EXECUTIONS
IN NEW ITAMPSIIIRE.

REPORT OF THE TRIAL

aF

ABRAHAM PRESCOTT,

FOE TEH MU LRDER OF

Mrs. SALLY COCHRAN, or Peusgoks,

JUNE 23, 1833,

*

EXECUTED AT LOPKINTON, JAXUARY 6, 1836,

MANCIESTER, N. H.:
DAILY MIRROR OFFICE.
1869.



PREFACE.

Asn incroneed logal, oa woll as general, attontion fa given in the
present duy to cases of homicide, whether classed nnder the head
of murder or manslanghter, there is o speeinl demand for eketches
of the lives of noted erviminals, and for repovis of frinls; ospe-
cially of thosc who have becn convisted, and buve cxpiated their
crimes upon fhe scatfold,

To meet the demand,—to gratify the public tuste, and i a
measare contrilmte to & compilation of the eriminal hisiory of
Keow Haropshim,—we produes in consecative mumbers, and i con-
venient form, the trials of the most noted eviminals o our State,
with brief reporta of gallows sconas.

In the first oumber we present the case of Prescotf, which
within the leat fow years has been the subject of mueh comuent
with jorists and mediea] experts, Tt {3 gencrslly conceded that
no conviction or cxeeuiicn of the undortnate man woulkl have
taken place at a later dato, wlhen ithe sabjoct of Insanity et De-
come more geuerally understood.  Mr. Dartlett always epoke of it
as a caee of jndicial murder.

The case was prossnted to the court and jury by Gen. Peasles
and Mr. Bartlett, with great leoruing aod sbility, sod it was
groatly due to their instrumentality that e New Hampshire
Aaylum for the Insanc was afterwards catablished.



THE PEMBROKE TRAGEDY.

KARRATIVE OF THE MURDER.

Vithin the memory of many people net vet very aged, there
lived in the family of Chaancey Cochran, of Pemnbroke, a young
man eighteon years of age, by the mwone of Abraham Prescott,
who had becn swell treated Ly Mr. and 3lvs, Coclian, and had
appeared to be satisfied with his condition. He was not pos<
seefeid of superior menial codowmends, —fudesd he was below
the average stunidurd of intellect,—but being of an obedicnt dispo-
pition he had the fallest eontidence of e Gundly.

Aboot the first of Jaounry, W84, a singnlar sccurrence took
place: Thia young man ool up in the night, made a fire, and
with en ax slrock Mr. and Mps. Cochvon on the hoad, ss they
were sleeping in the ndjacent rosm. He then notified o person in
the hiouso of what he Lad done, and stated (lat Le was uncoa-
gcious of the not until he eaw Mr. Cochrun, covered with hlood,
attempling to rise. This was atfribuoied (o somuambulism at
the time, and a statement to that effect wns poblshed in the
Concord papora,

On the 23d day of June, of the same vear, on & Emday morn-
iug, Mrs. Cocluan went out into the field uear ihe houss, with
young Prescott, to pick strawberries, My, Cochiran remaining in
the house, rewling. After an howr had passed, strange noises
were Leard at the barn.  Mr. Cochirsn went out and fonnd Pres-
cott aeting wvery strangely, and on being guestioned regarding
Mrs. Cochiran, yepliod that Le Lied struck her, and he thonght had
killed her. Mr. Cochran compelled him to go to the spot, where
the woman was found, diagged into o clump of bushes, and just
vielding hor last broath.

Pregoott wos immedistely arrestod, and on the following day
wia oxamined before the Justice of the FPeace, and was ordered



6

to stand commitied to jail nntil the September term of the Court
of Common Pleas for the codnly of Merrimack.

THE INDICTMEXT AND TRIAL

At this torm of conrd the Grand Jory vetumed an indictment
acuinst the respondent, who was arrnigned, and pleaded nod
guilty, Tlon. Ichabod Tutleld, of Porlamouth, and Charies 15,
PPeasles, By, of Concowd, were nssigned as Connsel dor tho
prizouee,amd the cuse was cohntinned 1o the next lemn of court
It wne continued o gecond time uwtil the September term of' the
Buperior Coart in 1834, Tha conrl wag held by Chief-Jastics
Willinm AL Nichardzon, Aesocinio-Jostioe Jocl Parker, with the
Covmmon-TTess Justices Beojaonin Wadleigh and Asvon Whitte-
more.  Fiftr-three names were called before o jory conld Le em-
puuslled to iy (e respondent. The Atirney-Genernl, George
Sullivou, Esq., and Connty Solieitor, John Whippie, Esq., np-
peared for the Stato,

The Sofiellor opened ihe case 46 the jory, aud proceed to eall
the witnesses in behalf of the governnent.

Cincrory Coommas (msbond of the doecrerd), ealled and
geworn.  The death of my wite took place on Sunday, the 284 ol
Jurey 1833, Aboud nine o ben o'elock Iv the forencon of thot
iny the {31‘19011&1' enme inte the room where 1 was reading, and
obzerved to me that 3Mres. Coclean wanted to go onl awl plek
sonme steiw berrics § asked i T woold goowith ber.  Told him 1 waa
engrged i reading Avery's tvial, which T Lad borrowed, and
coulil notpn, Tle then eaid he woukl zo with her into my biother
Jaanes Cochrean®s pastuve, wlwee the strawbervies were plenty.
This pastare lics westerly of my honse, aboul tweuly rods from
the read, with o field between that and the rosd; fogr o five
honses (mine among the resk) within abont thivty rods, and in
fall view of 1hia pasinrc. I eowtfoued verding, perhaps an hour
and a heif, when, on 1y mother’s ewgniving what mude the noise
ghe Leartl, T wont to 1lea dose aud Deard 1 noise io the bavn, where
T immediately went, and fonmd the prisonce sitting in the door of
the shied at the fuvther end of tie Lorn, at the head of the Tane
leading dowen to the pastue, I asked bim what he waz obont
e said he had sfreek: Suily (Mrs, C.) with o stake, ond houd killed
her. X asked him where she wasj Lo sakl she wos o the Brook
field (the namne of the pasture wheve she was fonnd.) 1 orderod
hita to run and show me wheve sle was.  He waos loth to o, but
finolty started, ond on the way stated that o had the tmtﬂ—:mhu,
ent down by a strunp, fell nsleep, nud that was the last he know
wntil Lo foand hie had Killed Sallv. He then asked me if 1 wonld
Liang him, 1 told Lim [ belicved the devil lat got full possession
of lim. When he got te the place where her bonuet lay, le
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eloppad and pointed In tho dircction where her Lody was con-
czaled in the boshes,  Whon l roached her, she was Just alfve, T
ordered him to run for help; he refosed; I eprang ot bim; he
then ran on before me, ad ]J,.Lllouud tJ]] I alurwed the nelﬂl.l-
Drovs. The seene of the mudier was down under a Lill; & spot
nearly smeroninled by trees and bosles: no house in sght io any
dircetion. The place is q.urc loww, about one handred and fifty
f'vt. Tower than whers the prisonor proposad 1o go, The hody of
the doecnsod was dragged aboul twoe vods from e plaes where
she was killed, and coucenled bebinld some bushes; a porson mast
g within cight or ten feet betoro he woukl discover where she
The prizuner onst have been peifeetly mware of the situe-
tiom of thia place, ns he worked with e elwhe or ten dluys pro-
viows, in makiuge lulct., wid wad genk 1he very day before across
this !';t;hl ke lr.'u'i.'. There ywere [y o 1 sll':'l wheeriey in this
freld, Lt they were more plenty in ibe el wlere (pisoner pre-
pared to go thnn knywhers else in the neighborhowd.

Crosp-gaaniined, Ay Drotheos pastiwe Dy oo places comes
wiihin two or thvee vods of (e spoc b the mueder. There were
uo siawherries nenr; there nay have been five or six years be-
fove, People did not o thoee for steawboreics, thoagh it was
shoul (he leight of F!_,l’..'i“"EH't'l‘. tiue: no remembiaces of wy
wife's having been strawborryims Lut cnee thotd senson. Prorcoit
flrai Eurrfe,stu] to e the goiuy utter st berrivs; 1 never stated
otherwiee, I (il uot notico tho beskol or steawborrics on the
srod of the mneder.

Question. 1 the prisener ever before ke an assault upon
Fou or vour wifer

Answer—a (ha okgld, of the Glh of Jonnary, L8R, prizoner
g b up, buill o five, awd afterwards stenck ey =eli and wite ou the
popddl withe s ux. The sceomnt was wivew us by priscuer bis-
sl T oamf oy wily wers sonscliss Br sole ones, 1 was
woended on the temple and 3vs. Cocliran on the ehezk. Tris-
oier sudd he oz aueonseions of huvtivg os, gl supposed L must
have dowe it whon asleep s fiest he koew of it he sewe ms oo oy
Dztuls ol kmees, o the bed, breeding: then called 1wy mothor
auld raised the neixdibors.

[The following account of this transeetion was published in
the * New Muopshioo Petrviot ™ of Janawey 3, 1835

Tumrnis, Jumary 0, 1215,

Slesgre. TN & Rarfen: — 1 was requestid by M, Cuu.mlccy
Cochuin, of Pembroke. to give the facts reluiive to an ashoppy
awd almost muheard-of ocenrrencs of somnnmbrlism, lhat took

e i suid Coclivan’s Gunily on Suisliy ui,f.r.u HET t‘l.lt- ha b=
i may not be led to oLl CITuiEous ol Holke Jmpncitng tho
transnction, and regaest yondo Jalaiisl the same.

A rouang nan who has Lived in 1be Louse of said Coulwan for
roveral vears Jast past, retieed to Ded at au e:ul;, bour, for the
purpose ‘of rising cuarly the next worning. 1o cime out of lils
chiatuber between ten and eleven o “elock, Yook a candle, weat into
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the clock room, come back into the room where Mr. and Mts.
Cochran slept st the time the clock struck elevon, IHe then ob-
tained a buflo skin trowm somee part of the honse, and [y down
bofore the five. Bome time before twelve he got ap, went into
the wood-shed, tovk sn sx, came intoe the room which he left,
wenb to the bed where Mr. and Mra, Coclivan slept (they being in
1 Aoune siecg,} and gave each of them o eevere blow or blows on
the gide of the head, which left them entirely senseless, e then
retorned to the endey, Jeft the ax, aud on reteriing into the room
he awoke. Scelng Mr. Cochran wying to raise himself, and mak-
ing lond enz, lie took the candle, went to the bed, and foand
smid Coclirun and wife literally eoverod with bood. IHe then
went inte an adjeining roone, where aaid Cochran's mother slept,
ond infurmed her that Le did uot know but be had killed Chaun-
cey and Li# wife. As suon as Mrs, Cochran could get out of bed,
she wonl Juto the room and found them in the condition befora
mentioned. The neighbois were immedintely called in, sud the
subscriber, who lias affeded all the medical aid in his power, can
now stale that gaid Cochiean and wile kave g0 far vecovered that
hopes ave entertained of 4 speedy recovery.
pure respectiully,
BaMTEL BARGENT.]

Question by {he Court.—Had the priscner Leen in the habit of
getting up in his sleap ?

Aspawer —This s the ouly time T ever knew of.

west.-~1¥d he make any attenpt to escapet
s, —Nu ) he remained shoot home, as usoal,

Qurestion by Prisens”s Coungel.—What did you say {0 him
when vou converaed on the sulect? IHd be appear to regrel the
0OCOITENGE T

Ans.—He sppearod o be very sorrys 1 believed 3t T told him
he ought to be very thankfu! that he did not kill us. Hemade no
pnswer; would ook down, wnd was uot inclived to talk aboat it.
There had been no misnuderstandiog between prisover and my-
solf or wife; he hoad rezided three years in the family ; his deport-
ment wns very good; he was obedient and kind; have known
him to get water instend of my wifs, aftor she had started for it.
The prisoner was cightoen years old the same month of (e acci-
dent. I slwave thought he was bad tempered; sometimes abnsed
the eaitle; never guarveled with any of the fuwmily; always
trented the childven affectionately, and never refnsed to perform
labwor; we never put anything hard upon him after he had done
Lis day’s work ; T always stated he was good and capable ; never
complained till recently of his bad temper; don’t kuow that I re-
gquested others to vefrain from spenking to him of the wintor
transgetion; nover eensured him for ity gave him no money to
appesse him. My wife never requested me to go sirswberrying ;
I never said she did; did not hesr him ask her to Eo; I gave him
no leave to go. Whining noise heard by mother; it stopped
when [ approached; Iapoke to Lim and he answered me; Ii do
not know where he went while I was alarming npeighbors. I
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never heard Mys., Cochran complain of any rudeness to hersell’ in
the prisoner. Ihad beeu abseut several times two or three days
each; & short time before the murder 1 was abseni and left only
Mrs. Cochran, two small children, and & girl ten or twelve vearh
olid, with the prisoner; don't know that prisoner ever acompanied
wife in the evening ; have known hin to nmnmtuuy her home from
her father's. lad been below fonr or five weoks previoos lo win-
tor oconrrence ; nothing said at that time of killing hogs; wife
generally washed emly Monday movnings ; prisoner not generally
reguired to wmake fhe; when ebe woshod be often got up; never
kuew anything in his conduact to induce me to suspect the winter
affuir to be ao atempd ot mmarder; kuow of 10 motive for his
counduet.

In answer to further inquiries of the Attornev-General, wiiness
gald: There conld vot lwve been any strawhberrice at or near the
gpot where deceased was killed. The prizoner sometimes had
beat my eattle nnmercifully; I had reproved him offen for that,
and on such occasioms L never micle muel reply; generaily
Iooked down and cross; had Istierly grown rathier more severe in
Lim trestinent of the caftle, The doctor informed me i€ the hiows
of tha ith of Javmwry had been ou the back part of my head they
would have beeu mortal; don®d vecollect whether prisomer was
prescut.

Jonw L. FowLenr, coraner, sworn,  In the morming of the 284
of June, 1833, Ar. Robiuson informed we ot the wmurder, [ im-
meddiately went to the placs, which I renched between ten and
elevon o’clock ) found BMes. Caclosms dead. T then asked for the

rizoner; 1 to the howze snd ingoired for Lim; found him i

ames Uochivaw's pastore, where I nrrested him. I psked bim
whal he had been detog, e teld e ha had killed Mrs. Coch-
ran. I asked him Low he had kilted her.  1Te eaid, with s stake.
1 agked him wlhv, &nd if e i sy caunze, or it there hud been
any nneasinezs between them. 1o sail no; be dido’t know why
he killed her. T have sioee bl convevsatiou with the prisoner.
On Thursdny after he was oreaigned, st Scpdember, [ wount to
tho prlson to gee himg, ond told him le better confese the
whole trath. At first ke doclined naking any dieclosare, bat
finally sabd he wonld before Major Stinsen, warden of the prison,
and mysclf, if Thompson, the depnty waorden, woold remove
APDaniel, another prisoper who was present. This was done,
when the prisoner stated (lat ho and the decossed weut into
Jumus Cochran's pasinre together; from thence down inte the
Brook feld; that when abont to retawrn homeward, he made her &

sroposal, which she budignanily repelled, culled him a nasty,
éi rty rascanl, and said she would tell Chauneey (her hueband} of
him, and be should be punished; prisoner then aat down by the
stump; coneidered his situation; thought he must go to guol for
his offence, aud had as Hef dic as go there; saw o stoke near him,
cnoght it up and killed her. She was picking strawberries at a
little distunce, aod probably wis not aware of his approach; she
made no ado; the tﬂow& wove fatal, The prisover said he had as



