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PREFACE

I pesee to introduce this story to the English
public; partly becanse the *Bilhoustte" is really &
gem in the way of acourate and vivid pressntment of
an important historical crisis, and partly because of
its life Jessons. I do not make myself responsible
for all the views of the Author, but I fesl strongly
that those who read it should put down the book with
a more ardent desire to serve their fellow.men—a
warmer and deeper faith in “the restitubion of all
things.” That, I believe, in spite of temporary dis-
couragement and apparent failure and deceptionm, ia
the lesson that Axel Lundegard would have us carry
away. Anton Behiitte really trod this earth, and
played the part sssigned to him here; Anton
Andersson is the creation of the writer, but both live
for us in these pages, The one is wise and lovable,
and yet with a strange and fatal weaknesa; the other,
noble-bearted and eelf-gacrificing, has not yet come
out on the further sids of the dark waters of donbt
and disappointment into which we plunge when the



v FREFACE

ground of our early hopes gives way bemeath our
feet. For him the clouds still hide the land of
promise, the rushing waves peem to bear him on
towards deetruction, but in his inmost heart he knows
that he is greater than circumstance, and if he—then
others too. Thare is for him, there ia for us, a haven
of rest, s sphere of full activity, but not till we have
been down into the depths and left behind our self-
confilence, Meanwhile we stay ourselves om the
 neyertheless afterward” of our consolation, and
behold, even now faintly in the distance, the light
ghines ! =
A K
May 1895
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