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PREFACE.

Tez following pages are presented to the
Christisn public, but more especially to my
own Parishioners snd Congregation, ss a small
contribution to the already Iarge and vatled devo-
tional literature of the present day. I am hopeful
that the gpesial featurea of the time—than which
there never hes been in the Clurch's history,
on: the one hand, one more busy and active, and
ob the other, more harsssing and distracting—
may render this instalment enything but tnac-
ceptabls,

T am aware that ohjections may be faken to
the fragmentary character of the work. I have,
however, designedly made it what it iz, intending
it to be “u fhought book,” which may be used
as a travelling companion,* —a spivitual “ vade

* ! Thoughts take up no room ; when they are right
they afford & portable plessure, which ome may trawel
with, witheut any troubla or incombranee,"—JErREMY
COLLIER.
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meenm,” which may supply wholesome food (upon
the best themes) for the mind when it wonld not
otherwize be so well occupied; or as a hsip
to the religious devotion of the closet,

I would earmestly make one request of the
reader, and that is, that he will not lightly lay
aside this unpretending little book, but pemevere
in the uee of it till he has got through it, snd
obtained a grasp of sume of its reflections ; and I
am not without hope that he may find in it “a
word in ssason,”—" & message from (God,” which
will eithor build him op in his * most holy faith,”
or awaken him to a sensa of the value of hiz own
goul ; and I am the more sanguine of such a
bleased result, as I have been permitted, through
mercy, to know of more than one instance in
which some of these thonghts have bean instm-
mental for good.

The peneral tendency of the thonghta is fo
exalf fhe authority and ingpiration of the Bible as
a revelotion from God,—opposs the Rationalism of
this sceptical age,—assert human depravity—
point out the value of the soul—recommend the
peraon and work of Chrid as of surpaseing
impeortance,-—declare the necessity of the teaching
of the Holy Spirvit, and of daily repenfancs and




PREFACE. vii

Jaith—enforce practical godlinesg—remind of
the joye of Reaven and the woes of hell! I know
thess are great themes to treat in so piecemsal a
way ; and no one can be more conscions of the im-
perfectiona of these thoughts then T am.  Imper-
fect, however, and fragmentary as they are, they
are the reslt of & very earnest desire to do good in
my day and generation, especially among my own
flock. T cast them, tharefors, on the waters, with
many prayers to the great Head of the Church,
and in the confident assurance that I shall find
them, although it be * after many daye™— Feeles.
x L !
JAMES RUBSEILL.

WOMERTDGE VIDARAGE,

Aduent, 1888,

P.8—It will be obeerved that there ars 365
thoughtes,—being one for avery day in the year ;
therefore, although they are not arranged to =it
the soveral monthe, the book may be used as a
daily composnion.



PREFACE TO NEW EDITION.

— -

In issning & New Edition of this little work,
the Author hes fallen in with the wishes of many
velued friends who, having used the formar
edition daily, have suggested that the days of
the months should be continuously affixed to the
thoughts. He trusts that this may render the
book more seceptabls to a lerge clasa of readers
who may be in health ; at the same time, he has
deemed it well to number each thought ss in
the first edition, so that the énvalid may, on re-
forring to the Index, refresh himself by meditating
on the various subjects {more than two hundred)
which are touched upon in these unpretending
pages.

B, PRiLiYs VICARAGE, SEEFVIRLD,
Advent, 1850.



