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PREFACE,

The desive for the introduction into school reading-hooks
of passages from the pens of tho hest homoriats has Leen fra-
quently expressad.

To meet thia desire, and to placs n the hands of young
readers a book which will wake class reading plessant, the
prusetil selection has besn made from the works of Charles
Dickens, whose writings, while overflowing with homoeur, are
well calenlated to anggest to yonog folks lessone of kiodliness
and good-will.

Many feachers will welcome thie opportunity of setting
before thelr Elcl'lulﬂ.m_ divartivg pages of fiction well wilhin
javenile comprehension, a8 a relief from histovical and geo-
graphical reading, and may be constrained to say with Thack-
eray, T am prateful for the innocent laughter which the
anthor of Fevid Copperfisld gives o my children.”

The exteacts are abridgod where abridgment secmed advis-
gble, and oceasicnally © Sam Wellerisms," &o, have been toned
down.
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THE DICKENS READER.

THE LIFE OF CHARLEE DICKENS.
1. BARLY ILITE.

Craries DicerNs, the populer novelist, who, up to the
time of his death in 1870, had for thirty-five years de-
lighted his readers with entertaintng stories and an un-
failing store of homour and fon, was the son of John
Dickens, a clerk in the Navy Pay-office. He was born
in the year 1812, af Landport, in Portsea, where his
father was at that time stativned.

When Chaerlas was four years of age hia father's duties
foresd him to remove $o Chatham, snd theve the family
lived for about five years, The early impressions received
at thia time had a marked and lasting affsct on the
mind of the child; and it s intereeting to boar in mind
that it wae in this district that, as s proaperoos man, be
ppert the lntest yearn of his hifs, .

On the road between Chatham and Gravesend might
be seen a very prefty homse and grounds, known as
“Gadshill Plaos;” and in early boyhood Dickens often
went past it with his father, who, sesing the boy's
admiration of the pretty place, one day said to him: *“If
you wers to be very persevering and were to work very
bard, you might some day come to live in it.”

That this might come to pass was for » long time the
boy's ambition; and in after years, o succesaful was he
in his labours, that the day did come when he was the



