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PREFACE.

THE story comtained in this volume iz a record of youthful
gtruggles, not only in the world without, but in the world
within ; and the success of the little hero is not merely a
gathering up of weslth and honers, but & trumph over the
temptations that beset the pilzrim on the plain of life,
The attsinment of werldly presperity is not the truest vie-
tory ; and the author hes endesversd to make the interest
of his story depend more on the hero's devotion to principles
than on his suceess in businesa,

Bobby Dright is a smart boy perhaps the reader will
think he iz altogether too smart for ove of his years. This
is a progressive aze, and any thing which Young Ameriea
may do nesd not surprise amy person.  That lttle gentleman
iz oldor than his father, kvows more then luoe I.‘i:li:.‘lthl'."l‘,
ean tolk politics, smoke cigars, and drive a 2:40 horse,
He crders ¥ one stew ™ with as much eaze as a man of forty,
and can evem pronounce eorrectly the villanous names of
sundry French and German wines and Equeurs.  One would
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suppose, to hear him talk, thot he had been intimate with
Bocrates and Solon, with Napoleon and Noah Webster
in short, that whatever he did not know was not worth
knowing.

In the face of these manifestations of exuberant genivs, it
would be absord to aceuse the nathor of making his horo do
too much., All he has done is to give this genlus & right
direction; and for polities, cigars, 2:40 horses, and “ cne
etew,” he hns substituted the dutics of a rational and ae-
countable being, regarding them as better fitted to develop
the voung gentleman's mind, heart, and sonl.

Bobby Bright iz something more than a smart boy. He
iz a good boy, and makes a troe man,  His duly hife 3= the
moral of the story, and the author hopes that his devotion
to principle will make a stronger impression wpon the mind
of the young reader, than even the most exciting incidents of
his eventful career,

WILLIAM T. ADAMS.

DomcHEsTER, Nov. 15, 18348,
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