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PREFACE

Twis little book owes its origin to curiosity. I
wanted to see if it was possible to discover what
the Germans were planning and doing during the
retreat from Mons. T found that by piccing to-
gether evidence obtainable from the accounts of
the early parts of the war published in Germany,
in neutral countries, in France, and by Delgian
authorities, as well as from the reports of the very
full investigations which have been condueted into
the German atrocities, in Northern France and in
Belgium, it was possible to work out the movements
of the Gérman armies, and from these to deduce
the German plans. The information obtained in
this way threw what has been to me an entirely
new light npon the campaipn, and made clear what
had previously been dark.

Mueh of what I have written about the Germans
is necessarily conjectural, and therefore I make no
claim to be writing history., But 1 believe that the
positions I have ascribed to the German forees at
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various dates are in the main aceurate, and T must
leave my readers to judge of the deductions which
[ have drawn from those movements,

I have found that the accounts published in
Altied and neutral countries, nwing to lack of in-
formation, do but seant justiee to the part played
by our original Expeditionary Force. Even such
an authority as B, Hanotaux, in his excellent little
book, T.'Enigme de Charleroi. makes the fighting
at Mons begin only at 8 o'eloek in the afternoon on
August 23, and says that such fighting as did take
pluce was done by our First Corps, which was
hardly engaged at all. T hope that what T have
written here may ab least have the effect of making
clearer the influence which our operations had on
the campaign as a whole,

For my aceount of the operations of the French
Armies I am indebted chiefly to ** Quatre Mois de
Guerre,” published in the official French Bulletin
des armdes for December 1914, to M. Hanotaux’s
Histoire illusirée de Ta guerre, and to his L'Enigme
de Charlerei, My account of the operations of the
Belgian Army is drawn from E'Action de Darmée
belge, the ollicial report of the Belgian General Staff,
awl from The Tnvasion and the War in Belgium, by
Professor Leon van der Fssen, To all of these 1
owe mueh valuable infovnation as to the move-
uents o the German armies. [ have also to
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express my indebtedness to my brother-in-law,
Captain C. T. Atkinson, who has kindly read the
proofs and made many valuable suggestions.

I have in my last chapter endeavoured to ex-
plain the strong and weak points in the German
system of condueting war, and what we may learn
from it to our advantage.

1 must apologise for the fact that it has been
necessary to [imit the number of maps, and there-
fore T have to ask my readers in following the
operations oceasionally to refer both to the general
map and to the maps of the battlefields.

F. MAURICE.

Norember 1018,
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