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JUVENILE DELINQUENQY
(Comie Books)

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 1954

ximen Stares BrvaTs,
SURCOIMATIER oF THE COMaIrTe: 0N
e Jupcrier, To Isvesncars Joves e DeLivgueser,
New Fark, V. F.

The subeomipittee et af 10w, w., purswant to eall, in room 110,
United Statez Couvthonse, New anf{, N. Y, Senator Robert C.
Hendrickson (elairman of the subcomanitiee), presiding,

Present : Senators Hendviclszon, Kefauver, wud Hennimgs.

Also present: Terbert J. Hannoch, chief counsel: Herbert Wilson
Beaser, nszociate chief counsel; and Riclord Clendenen, executive
divector, :

The Craaestawx. This mecting of the Sennte Subeomittee  on
Juvenile Delinguency will now be in arder,

Today and tomorcow the Pnited] States Senate Snbeommittes Inves-
tignting Juvenile Delingqueney, of whicli T am the ehairman, is going
into the problem of horror and erime comic bools. By comic bools, we
mean patnphlets lustrating stories depicting erimes or dealing with
hovrer and sadizm, Wae sholl ot be talking aboue the eomie strips
that appear daily in most of e newspapers,

And we shall be Hmiting our dnvestigation to those comic books
dealice with eritne and horror. Thus, while theve are more than a
Billion eomie Dooks sold in the United States each year, onr sub-
comnmittes’s intereat lies inonly a fraction of this publishing ficld,

Anthorvities agree that the majority of comie books ave os harmless
as soda pop. Bl hundreds of Hlosands of orror and erhing comie
books are peddied ro one young people of impressionable age,

You will lenrn during the conrse of these heartngs that we shall
whao not be speaking of all crime comic books, Bome of the types of
crime pud horvor comic bools with which we ave concerned have been
brought into the hearing room for your attention.

I wish to state cmphutically that frecdom of the press is not at
issue in this investicacion. The members of this Senate subeomittee—
Senator Kefauver, Senator Hennings, and Senator Langer—as well
as wyeelf as chaivman, ave folly aware of the long, hard, bitter fight
that has been waged to achieve and preserve the freedomn of the press,
23 well as the other freedoms in our Bill of Rights which we cherigh in
Amerien.

We are not o subcommittee of blue-nosed censors. We have no
preconceived notlons az to the poszible need for new legislution. We
want to find out what dowage, 16 any, 15 heing dene to our children’s
minds by certuin types of publications which contain o substantinl
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