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FREFE&CE.

HIS AUTOBIOGRAPTILY has beein written in order to
glisly the urgent desive of my oumerous friends, who
bolieving, that Lhare Was somoething mysterions about
me, have made frequent enguiry. concerning the peoull-
arities of my fite. PFar the lasttwelve years I have daily been
asked the following guestions, eoncerning the mystery of my
rrofessional practies, as o plyeicion: “What Is the cause of
yoor influenec? ™ “Arve you & clalevoyant, or only a spirit
mediom ™ DA yoo study maedicine before you commenoed
practice as a physwelan '™ “ Are clairvoyaots alweys correct
in their dingnosie of diesmacs?™ * What are the principles of
eleirvoyauce, aml what s the formula of procedure necessary
to dlevelopment in this somnambulic aciemes? " s not meg.
notis the bagiz of clairvoyance, of somnambuolism, gnd of
wadern spirit communion ¥ Were you, in carly life, dif
ferens Orom other children®™ ete, ete. These questions T lave
endeavored to amswer in a plain, conciss manner.
I claim ne liternry merds for this production, for [ make no
profuesions of profiefeney in the art of writing for publication.
Bome of my explanations of the phenomena of megmetie
operotions differ frmn the conclusions of otber writers upon
the subjoet. Dot T feal that the careful Investigators will not
fall tosee the philosophy of my views, pasticularly uposn the
saloct of apirit commualestion. T have carefully avolded
speaking of spiritoelism as o religion, and have trepted it only
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a5 papionce, O my esrly lfe T bave said but Hitle, aod noth-
ing of my domeatic experiones ; for T have sonzidercd that park
of my lito uninteresting o the peneral readsr.

Bome of my immediste friends have ungualifiedly asserted
that this wook was belng written by o bired bisgrapher. This
suppoeition is emplaticslly erroncous.  The whole work hos
hoen written by moyecl’ ab ofd spells doriog 1he Iast sumimer,
and bas been copiod verbatim, by another perty,  Thronghont
the work T hoave almed to treat excloelvely of my wagnelio
career, and in ey cxplanations T have endegvored to do noth-
g moere than to show the philosophy of the phensmena
froated

Orwlng to the ealeulated compass of the work T bave becon
forced to condeuse the malter into s eompact form, Lienee,
caveful reading Is neccssarvy to ¢ (0] onderstending of the
Farions enljects freated. T have not ebdeavored to build up
any new faith, nor tare down any lmeg standing theories, bat
have simeed, thronghout the whole waork, to answer sueh goes-
tione as have been most froguently ashad e,

Trusting that wonld-be critics will show lenieney toward
me o8 wiiter, T lambly bope that this work will mect the
apprebation of my petlents and friends, and if it docs, the
only ohjest 2ovphl will have been attained,

Dg, DANIEL B, KELLOG

Amn Arbor, Mich,, T, @0, 18G5
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CHAPTER 1.

BINTH, PARENTAMIR, AND BARLY BECOLLECTPIONS

Warin from their apicll spreads arcand,
An atmoapliere serone—diving,—

Magnotical ke golilen hase,
Encircling mine,

.ﬂi‘ HE FIRST scene in the life drama about to be
delineated, was enacled on the 22d of Jannary,
1534, in a rough, uncouth, log-shanty, sitoated in

the then sparsely settlod town of Pittsfield, Washte-

naw county, Michigan.

Theve was nothing worthy of remark or eongider-
afion in the extevior ov intevior of ihis particalar edi-
fice, nndess o was its complete aimplisity of structure.
Being built of rough unbewn logs-—with single slope
to the reof—shanty style—fromm which protuded a
msssive stick-chimney. Its outside appearanee was
cortainly in direct opposition to any eultivited ideal
of magnificonce: nor did its ioterior arrangements
brelie the uneouth appearsnees of its exterior in the
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least, for there was but one apartment, and this an-
swered the sombined purposes of parlor, kitehen, and
slecping spartment, in owe. This rongh and greo-
tesque speeimen of pionesr arshitecture hos long since
passed into eblivion, and even ils surroundings have
been robbed of their primitive wilduess by the onward
mareh el progressive husbandry.

1 have no doubt but what T was considered n wel-
come addition to the family eirele, and an object of
parental gratification and love, thongh 1 do not imag-
ine that y worthy parents saw anything sbout me
sbove the plain of medriocrity of ability, yet T was a
new link in the golden chain that united their hearts
in conjugal felivity,

My conclusion that I was a welcome and cherished
addition to the family fold is not altogether the result
of instinetive supposition, which is innate in the heart
of every ehild, but is n conclusion dedueed from my
matured observations and knowledze of the perfeet
conjugzal felicity and noble charscteristics of my re-
gpected parents, who considered the welfare of their
offspring as the first grest duty of life, Love for their
children was, with them, an intrinsic virtue, ever flow-
ing with unceasing power and beanty trom then Jhris-
tian hearts. Through all the various vieissitudes of
lif their love for their children, has glowed with the
same warmth and golden luster ss it did when they
sang the soit lailuby 4o infant ears atfuned,

I doubt whether there eould be a mere perfect
matrononial allisnee than that eujoyed by my father
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and mother, nor one more conducive to wedded hap-
piness,  Biill, strange and anphilosophical as the Tact
may appear to be, truth compells me to assert, that,
in temperament and disposition, they wero a2 unlike
as ig possible for two bheings, bearing the image of
their Creator, to be. My father was more than ordi-
narily positive in disposition and temperament, snd he
commanded respect by his indomitable force of will.
In Lis domestie relations e was, in every pense, the
acknowledged head, and his decisions on all qnestions
of order, was admitted as authority rom which there
was no appeal,  These positive characteristios of my
worthy paternal progenitor were, in my childhood
days, subjects of considerable specnlation. I saw
much shout him that was entively boyond my compre-
hension. In faot I looked upon my father as a sort
of domestie tyrant; for it was patent to my childish
mind that he was a bitter opposer to innosent amuse-
ment, and I eongidered this an inherent prineciple of
his mature, Butas I look back and contemplate his
acts of apparent tyranny and domestic severity, [ sece
that these charaeterislic traits were more assumed
than natural, for they were the legitimate results of
his peculiar moral and religions training which engen-
dered a truly landable desive to protect those under
his control from the besetting sins of a sin-cursed
world,  He was, in the broad definition of theterm, a
Uhristian, and a thorough diseiplinarian ; not morely
a professor of religion, but an wnflinching, practieal
devotee of the ehurch; who carried his religious ideas



