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CHAYPTER I
IN THE HOUSE OF DONDAGE.

T has been intimated that Muriel's home-
coming had not been the unmixed joy

she had anticipated. The severe discipline
and hardships of her school-life had been
shared with others. In the school there was
no favouritism, and if she snflered more it was
from her greater sensibility and long isolation
from her kith and kin. Returning, she had
found that long absence had apparently
weakened the bonds of sisterhood, that the
accomplishments she had acquired so pain-
fully served only to mark her out for envy,
and that she was no nearer to the heart of

her father. Well was it that hers was not a
YOL. 1T B
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rebellious disposition. She had learned self-
repression almost from her cradle, so early
was the ban of ugliness set upon her, and the
doctrine, that * only geodness could atone for
her want of good looks,” inculcated. Father,
aunts, uncles, all harped on the same string,
the latter adding jests and banter to their
admonitions, Only her mother refrained,
and to that mother she clung as to a superior
being, whose amiability she could never hope
to equal. -

And there she might be right, for Mrs.
D'Anyer's amiability was not that of inane
weakness, but of a self-subdued will, and
hourly sclf-sacrifice for the preservation of
domestic peace, There was some com-
pensntion for Muriel in the regard of her
aged grandparents, the D'Anyers, and in the
clinging affection of little Bara, and even in
the satiafnction with which Lydia hailed her
coming whenever baby Lyd was tedious,
because she *“had such a winning way with
the child,” or in Milly Hargreaves' many
sentimental confidences. And it so happened
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that handsome, spoiled, wayward Milly, having
no sisters of her own, had singled out Muriel.
in their earliest childhood as the one cousin
to supply the want, and to be loved and
trusted above the rest. Certainly, whenever
Muriel stayed with her Grandmother Bancroft
there was Millicent to be found also ;—play-
mates in infancy, companions as girlhood grew
and ripened.

Muriel was often at her Uncle SBam's. Not
that Lydia was particularly sociable, but she
fancied her aunt was isolated and desponding,
and that the baby wanted better nursing and
more fresh air. Bc with 3ara by her side,
she would take the long-robed infaut in ler
arms and stroll up Red Bank, or to the
Horrocks in quest of Milly, bringing Sara
back with a store of summer posies gathered
by the way.

Of course, this soon came to John I Anyer's
ears. His pride took fire. He was *indignant
that Aés daughter, who had not been suffered
to nurse her own brother, should have no

more pride or self respect than to turn
B2



