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Harvarc Oollege Library
Juiy 24, 1814,
(2.t of
Clararce M, W T8

Provpenoe, June 11, 1900.
At the Annual Meeting of the Charifable Baptist
Bociety, held this day, the following votes were passed :
Voted,

“That, apprecisting the very valuable addition to our history
in the discourse delivered by the KHev. Dr. King, Bunday, May
#Tth, 1900, on the oecasion of the 125th Annivemsary of the dedi-
eation of our Meeting-house, we do request of him & copy for
publication,™

Voted,

“Thet Mr, ¢, H, Guild be a eommittes to notify Dr, King of
this aetion of the Bosiety, and to msake the nesessary arrangamonts
for publieation,™

Attest,
F. T. GUILD, (lerk.

Pinsodion of TaR Fresr Birrmwr (=dece
Paoviosncs, Juoe 18, 1900,
Mz Criszscy H Guooo:
Dear Sir:

I herewith snbmit to you the menusceript of tha
Disgourss preschad on the 125th Anniversary of the Dedication of
onr Meeting house, and requested by the Charitable Baptist

Bincerely yours,

%w.,.g éﬁ::i,{,,?

et




“Thie is none ofher bul the house of God, and thia is the
gate of Hegven"—GeN, xxviii: 17,

On the twenty-eighth day of this month (to-morrow)
will occur the one hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary
of the dedication of this house of worship. At the
ninetieth anniversary of that important event, May 28,
1865, Rev. Bamuel L. Caldwell, D.D., the pastor of the
Church, delivered an appropriate commemorative dis-
course. On the one bundredth anniversary, May 28,
1875, Hon. Samuel Greene Arnold, the premdent of the
Charitable Baptist Society, which from the beginning
has bheld this property in trust for the use of the
Church, delivered before that body a very complete his-
torical address. Both of these discourses have been
published, and are asecessible. They leave little to be
added to the interesting statement of facta which they
give in reference to the building and preservation of
this venerable adifice down to the datea of their deliv-
ary. All subsequent historians must acknowledge their
great indebtedness to them.

A quarter of & eentury hos now passed away since
Governor Arnold’s addrees was spoken, and the meeting-
house etill stands, having lost none of its architectural
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beauty, but being clothed with the added sacredness of
an increasing antiguity, & monument to the generosity,
the self-sacrifice, the wise foresight of its builders, and
s conspiouous landmark in this ancient and repidly
growing municipality. It seems fitting, possibly de-
manded, now that the definite period of a century and
& guarter has elapsed since the doors of this sane-
fuary were opened, that we shonld recall to mind
. something of its history, and reflect for o few moments
upon its relation to the life of man which has been
lived about it, and the long service whioh it has ren-
dered to God and fruth and humanity.

This Church, ss you are siready aware, had had
from its organization in 1638 but iwo meeting-houses
before the erection of this one. During the first sixky-
two years of ite existence it had no home snd no ghal-
ter excopt such ma if found in the humble and hoepit-
able dwellings of its members. I was literally *the
Church that was in their house.” When the weather
permitied, worship waa hold in the open air, with the
blue eky for the roof of their sanciusry, the branchea
of ihe trees for it arches, and the winds for ita mmusic.
‘We sre told thet at that time “thers wns no public
building in the town even for civil purposes.” Tha
ancient record reads thaf in June 1678, the annual town.
meeting was held “befors Thomas Field’s house, under
a tree, by the water-side.”*

The first Meeting-housa wes erected in 1700 on a lot
of Iland near the corner of North Main and SBmith

*giaples’ Annals of FProvidencas, p. 163,
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streots, and erected by the pastor, Elder Pardon Tilling-
hast, at his own charges® It waas amall and oontirae
tive, not larger than the little house in which Roger
Wilhams preached in Balem, and which i& now to be
seen on the grounds of the Easex Institute. Yet it waa
in keeping with the homes of the people. Subse-
quently the pastor deeded thia property to the Church
in due form, the deed being now on record at the City
Hall,} ‘and showing that the Church then held to the
Siz Principle position which waa supposed to be lnid
down in Heb, ¥I: 1-21

*Therefors, leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ,
let us go ob uhio perfostion ; not laying sgain the foundation of
repentanoe from dead works, and of faith toward Guod, of the
doctrine of baptisms and of laying on of hands, and of resmrres-
tion of the dead and of eterns] judgment”

Tradiion says that that first house was “in the shape of
a hay-eap, with a fire-place in the middls, the emoke es-
eaping from a hole in the roof.”||

That house sarved ita sacred purposs for twenty-siz
years, the praises of the little group of hardy disciples,
whose hearts had been kindled by & beavenly fire, as-
cending with the mmoke that rose from the open hearth,

In 1726 under the ministry of Bev. James Brown,

*Pardon Tillizghast bocama a cltizen of the town In 1846, aod retained
his connsetion with the Church as private mamber and pastor until his death
fa 1718, As paator, for probahly thirtyalx yours, he served withont salury, sa
did the other early pastors, although be declsred It to be the duly of the
Uhmrch to support thes ministry which should come sfter him. [Backwe® Hist.
IL p. 20 He wasavidantly wall todo, and wisided s largs infinence in Ohurch
and fown for an onusaally long Mfstime, His descendatiis have crostsd s
monument io his mamory on Benefih steest.

+ Racorded April 32, 1748,

iBes The Mother Church, p. 8.

TEnowlea® Life of Eoger Willlzmas, p. 175,
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the grandson of Chad Brown who had much to do
with the founding of this colony and this Church, and
whose descendants down to the present time have been
most generous contributors to the religious, educational,
literary and commercial interests of Providence* a
socond Meeting-house was erscted on the same spot
where the first had stood. This building was a little
more pretentious, being forty fest square and covering
exactly one-quarter of the ground epece of our present
!Iaahng—]wam The !.'ﬁl:lﬂll.l!l‘t[l].ll?lyl had been aluwl: grow-
ing, and contained a populstion nof much exceeding
2000. With the gradual growth there came a diver-
gence of religious views, and other denominations of
Christians sprang up, end fook organized form in this
land of religioug freedom. Bt John's Church, which
was thon Eing’s Church, had built & house thres years
before on ite present site (1723), and the firsi Congre-
gationsl Mesting-houss wae built the same yesr (1723),
at the corner of College and Benefit sireets. The Frienda
were also engaged in erecting a Meeting-house for their
simple worship on the land still ceenpied by them. I
may be that this enterprise on the part of other Christians
inapired the Baptista with a desire to have a more com-
modious and atiractive houss of worghip. The fisst

comers must not be outdone by those who came later. 7

The newhouse had a central aisle extending from the door

@ Pui in pll that growp of sterling, mons men, the colleagues of Roger
‘Williama, mot one was mors able, npright and spotiess than the Eoy. Chad
' Brown, and the descendants of that heavenly minded man have had greater
infinenos apon the fortunos of this clty than the offepring of any other man
living or desd.”” Mosss Brown; s Hkotoh by Angusfins Jones, LL. B.
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to the pulpit, with pews on. either side, or if not pews at
the first, the plain benches scon gave place to them.
There wae also a small gallery with an entrance on the
south gide of the building, and “at high water,” we are
told, “the tide flowed nearly up to the west end.”™™
Heve for nearly fifty yoars the message of life was pro-
claimed, and the people waited upen a ministry chosen
from among themsalves, Brown, Winsor, father and son,
and Burlingame, men without the advantages of a lib-
eral aducation, but with profound piely snd with great
strength and tenacity of conviction, still holding, with
not & fow of the members, to the laying on of hands as
an easentisl and perpetual ordinance of Christisnity,
“rigorous for » doubiful and unessentisl rite,” as Dr.
Caldwell has well defined it}

For mors than ope hundred and thirty years the
Church had existed, sometimes agitated by docirinal
differences, and its life probably narrow and unagpres-
give, and yet sll along, a8 at the firset, having strong men
connected with it, who only needed the ooccamon and
the leader to drew them ouf, and show what was in
them. In 1770 the Church had only 118 members, and
spemed gquite content to go on in its little way, which
waa bardly going on st all. But a new era was about
to dawn, an era of quickening, of enlargement, of ma-
terial and spirifual progress. In that year Rhede
Igland College was transferred from Warren to Provi-
dence, brought hore by the generous offers of men

s Life of John Howland, p. 3.
t DHeccuree at the Hinstisth Anniverssry, p. 10,



