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TO THE RIGHT HONORABLE

THE VISCOUNT MELBOURNE,

BECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE

HOME DEFARTMENT.

MY LORD,

Tae high office which you £l renders it

. proper that Observations on the present

state of Historical and Antiquarian Litera-
ture in England, with Strictures on the
disbursements of the Sums of Money voted
by Parliament for its advancement, should
be addressed to your Lordship.

As a Statesman, S::iénce, Literature, and
the Arts have the strongest claims to your
proteetion ; and the studies necessary for
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that character must have impressed- you
with the importance of the History of your
Country.

Ag the member of the Administration

whose province it is to direct and superin-
tend every measure of a domestic nature
which originates with the Government, it
is no less your Lordship’s duty, than your
desire, that the objects for which Par-
Liament will probably vote a large sum of
money should be attained in the most ¢om-
plete and economical manner.
- ‘The Reeord Commission became dis-
solved by the death of his late Majesty ;
and before another be -appointed, it is
highly desirable that the proceedings of
the former one should be brought to'your
notice.

But thesé are not my only induce-
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ments for addreseing your Lordship. Iam
anxjous to prove to you that the History
of England is erroneous and imperfect;
that materials exist by which it may re-
ceive most important illustrations; that
notwithstanding the expenditure of about
£10,000 per annum, Government virtually
repregses Historical knowledge; that with-
out a revision of the present regulations
of Hecord Offices, no hope can be enter-
tained of its advancement; and that the
assistance of which Historians stand in
need would not produce any additional
burthen to the Country.

- In commenting upon the proceedings of
the late Record Commission, it was impos-
sible to avoid alluding to the individuals who
have been employed by it, because one of
‘the principal errors committed by the Com-
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mission was in paying much too highly for
the literary labour performed under its di-
reetions, and for allowing so many of its
publications to beimperfectly execnted. It
is, however, due to mysclf, to assure yonr
Lordship, that, as I am personally unknown
to most of those individuals, and as I feel
much respect for the two or three of them
with whom I am slightly acquainted, I
can have no unworthy motive to gratify in
commenting upon them, as Sub-commis-
sioners of the Public Records.

In all sincerity I disclaim the wish to
wound the feelings of any one, but as pub-
lic functionaries, deriving very consider-
able emoluments from the Country, their
-conduet may fairly be canvassed. I am
fully sensible that the observations which I
have taken the liberty of addressing to your




DEDICATION. vil

Lordship, may be construed by those,
whose interest it is to attribute their ap-
Ppearance to improper motives, into a charge
of “ personality,” well knowing that this is
the usual resource of all who have impro-
perly benefited at the public expense. But
neither this imputation, nor the fear of any
other which may be thrown on me, deters
me from performing so great a service to
Historical Literature as by endeavouring
to cause the money voted for its advance-
ment to be judiciously expended ; and still
more, by striving to produce a change in
the existing regulations of Record Offices.

These objects, my Lord, will, I trust, be
deemed worthy of your attention; and if
under your amspices, the Public Records
be made available without expense, every
future Historian of England will comme-



