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PREFACE.

TH18 work is arranged along two parallel lines,—first, a
gtudy, by means of observation, comparison, and inference,
of the principles generally observed by good writers; and
second, constant practice in connected composition. The
work in composition is so designed that the pupil may
apply his knowledge of principles as soon as gained, and at
the same time acquire thoee valuable qualities of writing,
—unity and fluency.

The conventional use of detached eentences for example
and exercise has been discarded, and selectious, excerpts,
and stories, each of which is a unit in itself, have been sub-
stituted. In working upon these, not only doss the pupil
lewrn what & ewhole is, but he is, besides, led to an appre-
ciation both of sequence of thought and of transition and
connection in construction. His writing, therefore, will
not be of the patchwork kind so common in rheteric
clasges,

In addition to the fact that the selectione are in them-
selves units, they are interesting, sttractive, and often
beautiful. They tend to cultivate the taste of the pupil,
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¥l PREFACE.

snd this cultivation is going on especially at that best of
times, when he iz alone with his book.

Another purpose has been to keep a8 far away as possible
from set directions and the narrowing influence of rules.
Bules often grow to be ends in themselves, forcing too
etrongly upon the pupil’s attention what he must avoid.
By such means his development as a writer is dwarfed,
and instead of learning to write easily and well he becomes
only & corrector and critic of what others have written.
In punctustion, however, it has been found convenient to
formulate for reference what the pupil has been led to dis-
cover, This will not interfers, it is thought, with the end
sought—that of developing & feeling for punctaation.

The anthor makes acknowledgments to Messrs. Harper
& Brothers for the privilege of nsing the selections cred-
ited to them; to Messrs. . P. Putnam’s Sons for the ex-
tract from Irving’s works; and to The Century Company
and Messrs. D, Appleton & Co. for other matter. The ex-
tracte from “ One Yesr Abroad,” from Hawthorne, from
“0ld Acquaintance,” from the poems of E. R. 8ill, and Dr.
Holmes' poem are used by permission of Messrs. Houghton,
Mifflin & Co., and by arrangement with them.

Yowuens, N. ¥., June 1, 1858
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