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Entered geeording te Act of Congreas, in the year ano
thousmul eizght hundred and sixty-ning,

By Rev. THOMAS MITCOELL,

In the Clerk’s Ofice of the DHairict Dourt of the Morthern
District of Now Yorls,



INTRODUCTION.

Trorn has nothing to lose, but evervibing
aain, by mpartial investication. It was onee
asked, *What 1= troth 7 hat Pilate wont o
Before the greal waster had an opportanity of
aswerings lad be waited to hewe this it wonddd
have heen. @ Thy word (Gods) ts tendh,™  Thi-
compreheds w perleer svstom of the history
of two worlds—the prescut and the eterid—
given in advance by the inspiver of the saered
Seviptores, anc of eonrse nothing hat the con-
sumwmate development, or fini<hing ap of the
present worlil, and the establishwent of the
eternal. can tully vufold the whole of it= crd
desien,  From dhis consider fonr fU gl lows
that o= Listovs tills wp its weitten desting. it-
divine autheuticity nof only becoies i atter
of demonstratinn, but its ontiines amd  details
correspondingdy oo bt tor utedorstond,

Thiz revelation contemplates the present warlil
oUP. EXCH. 22 Jan 1803
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4 IXTRORUCTIGN,

and itz inhzbitants ns mervely temporary; the
world a transitovy abode, with resources adap-
ted to sustain the trapsitory vace, from among
whom the great ereator has been from the very
heginning, and still is interested fu it only for
the prurpose of selecting subjects whose nature
i the beeotnes havmonized by adhevence to
the principles it proposes, with the rectitude
il hioliness of Divine Government,  To nscer-
tain precisely the provisions and veguizitions
mdapted o remontd  humoan nature for this
priepise, s the grent lesson imposed upon the
viee thenvetically and experimentaliy to learn.

That mn should have been eizhteon hundred
veurs =lnee the mstructions were finizhed indis-
pensable Lo its conception aud mude =0 poor
progiess, prescnts asad reflection, not npon its
ob=cuvity nor upon the capaeity to eompre-
Bewl, bl s its origin i the heart, and
philosnplically can e teaced to no other canse
thin the repugnance of the hwman spirit to
subamift toits anthority.

Wliatever ol her couoses woere condoeive fo 1l
rojechion of Jesus, by the Jews, the veal one

el its origin in the purity of his charaeter



INTRODUOTIGN, 5

amd precepts. Were his propositions ealewlated
to pamiper nnmn pride and sentiment—aeon-
ceding man's moral ability to cultivite andd
develop his own nature for the intimate society
of God, n the eternal world, had he even
Been veruired to make sacrifices of everthing
Le possessed. even selt-immaolation, as the con-
dition of entrance therein—think ye not heaven,
long ere this, world have been crowded with
a population?  Conld he even have been per-
mitted to enter there ou eondition of adberence
to his own opinions, formed s they must have
heen in harmony with his feelings, instinctive
with pride, and by his own unassisted assiduity
and not required to relinguish them when there
was confliction with those of Jesus, think ve
heaven's gates would not have heen thronged,
a3 they never had been, with saintly travelers?
Or had this requirement been so modified tha
the opinions of other men might have becn
adopted as the standard of those who came
after, and they not requived to cut them off.
though dear as right arms, or pluck them out,
though dear as vicht eyes, when found not
to have God's authorship, would net the day



6 INTROGDUCTION,

have arvived amd the jewels, such as they were:
all heen zathered within the golden walls of
the = Jerwsadem which is above?”

The srendest obstacle with which the mareh
of trath, or the revealed thewghes of God have
Ll o contend, indieating his purposcs with
the raee, hag been the servile, eringfug worship
of the huoen opision of the past, or the pride
of ifs own.

Secing this to bave been the ddeplorable
cotrs=e of the churely, which hud deiven it into
the midllif_f]]l. tlaekuess of the dack NiTes, the
veformers adopted as the basis of their move-
ments, and gave expression to the sublime
sentiment, that the * Holy Seriptnres uro a sutfi-
cient guide to Gith and praetice.”  But how
has this been followed? The anawer is historie,
atl shows that not o single denomination
connposing the Protestant ehurch, but which
s, tooo greater or less extent, mli':':l;;:.'d this
cavdinal decluation, by neting apon o narrow
Iigotry, fearing to thiuk Dndependently as the
reformers, Lather, Calvin and Wesley  did.
Bt the opinions of these reformers ave defended



IxTROBTCTION. T

hy such, as tenaciously us though they were
divine autlority,

Hidd Luther aeted upon this principle, one
thunder peal trom the Vatican would have
driven him ignominiously hack inte the deadly
embrace of the ©* Mother of Huarlots.”

Had the godly and heroie Wesley acted
thus, the very first cnsel of the enemics of
spirituality in the Church of England, which
at that time wus dead, would have struck
terror to his spirit, and left the world deprived
of the great revival wrought by his instru-
mentality. To coneede to any man, sinece the
revelator died, and the book of God was
finished, the exclusive or private right to
interpret a single passage of Scripture, or lo
establizh a single doctrine not to be questioned
by any who came after, is nothing but a servile
prostitulion of the God-bestowed prevogative,
freedom of thought and corresponding respon
sibility, not to man, but to man's maker, D
we rejoice that we live in an age when to
trammel the liberty of mind is considered
intolerable, when the crafty anathemas of the
higot or the ex-commupication thunders of



