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PREFACE,

Tue distingnishing characterisiic of lhe present
age. 18 the{remdom of Inguiry and disenssion which
prevails upon all enbjects; and most partionlarly
BpOm rﬂhglmﬂ subijedts, lnbﬁiﬁgﬂnt and  thamkir
e of every eluss, nre bemnning tn investigare an
discarss questions of the latter kind with considerzhle
closonass, fearlessoess and determinaion.  They wra
now resoived no leager o be hocdwinked with the
vel of prejodice, cuchaiued with {bhe tramwcls of
saperstition, o dended by the Impusitions, vr lutiu-
idated by the demumeingions of & crafly and intclerant
prigathood ; but to womine for themselves—* to prove
all thiogs, and hold fast that which is good.” ~ Aud
long have the priesthood dresdad, and anxionsly have
they endeavored to procrastinats, the arrival of thie
period. Long bave they bean apprehemsive of the
development of intellest, nnd the enfightonment of
mimd. TLong bave thoey fepred the advead of that
cra which will hail che dawn of rationality and ad-
vancoment,  And why? Decamse they Inew fnll
well, iznorant and soperstitions ns many of them
tmay appear, that when intellest and rafionality be-
cume the mainsprings of society—when wen begin
d.ia[ntssiﬂﬂﬂm'ly and philesophically to examine iuto
tha myeteries and workings of religion, that all their

o

tposttions will be discovered, sil their craftiness
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delected, and all their designs and practices fully
exporsl.  And, when onee this is dome, they are
eonerious that their influence over the eopls, wonld
mmedintely desline, and ultimately ﬂ:]{l, This has
alrepdy in some measurs vl troe.  For by the
wauy bold and daring innovelions, which have
been made by a Taine, & Volisire, a Mirabaud, a
Voiney, s Taylor, a Howitt, and an Owen, upon
what 15 arvorantly called the comaeerated nd of
relizion, ther infinence has materially dechined, and
hay every prospect of Sl continning to do so,  And
this they know—ihs they #oel.  Tlence, the torrific
thupderbelis of Indignation and anstheme whnck they
have bucked at ibe chimaciors of theee disiiogguishbed
muct,  And henec, that malidions asd vindietive
apirit which they have masifesied toward all those
who have had the inteprity or boldness o acknowl-
edon themeelves their dizeiples. Hemee, boo, their
present dispreditable opposition to every educational,

ligiad and social meapre, which wonld condoes to
the slavetion and improvement of secdety. Do poor
delnded mostals ] how vain will they find all thair
athompis to impedde the mishty progress of froth—
the glodous advaneement of theophbt and celighton-
went!  As well, indecd, miglt ihey aticmpt to over-
throw the pyrumids of Lgypt with the watt of a feather,
a3 to cndeavor io demolish the teople of meason and
intelloct whick is now crecting in scclcty ; a templo
which, while # will be a glorions cmblom of the pro
ﬁmﬂsﬁm of man, will be a lasting moaument, of m

nal downfall | Bo coniderably, in fact, ia the power
of tha priestkood already diminished, that they are
now beginning to he Inoked upon by the leading
mwinds of all classes, with foclings of indilTerence
and compassion, rather than those of reverence and
artmiration,

It waa tha desire to endeavor to hasten the annihi-
&ition of the Intuence of these men that induced me
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to publish the followirg work—a work which, T trust,
will serve somewhet to expost one of the preateet 11m-
itions ever palmed spon maokind in any age, or

in any country. 1 allude, as may be supposed, 1o the
Bible, Yes the Cheistian priesthood dare so out-
wsly to blasphema the chavseter of the Buprome
Governor of the Universs as fo say, that book 15 his
wond ; that he eithey wrote or inspired men 1o write
it. U shome, shamea npon such blasphewy | What |
& mwonifieent and omniscient Wity ihe aothor of &
book replete with mwore contrudiclions, containimg
more immovalitive, and fncalealing were sbsurdities,
than any bonk estant; conlradielions, ton, of the
srossest churacter, lmmoralities of the most perni-
cionsd tendency, and absurdites of the most sxtrava-
gant mature?  Audacionsimplety ] Sueh an opioion
perhaps might be entertained in the dsrk ages of ig-
noramee and aoperetition, but in this the boasted Cra
of reazon and ecience, it oot he repodiated by all
who dave openly and frunkly avow their seoliments.
Thiz may be deemed hy thoso who bave always read
the Tible with theie cpes clused, or who ace inderesied
in tenching its ductrines apd wysteries, as very bold
and presmuptuous; bul let the yeader refer to the
extracts contained in this lille book, {and which are
only a fuw to what may be adduced) and T am per-
puadisl that he will at onee ackoowledgs that 1
am perfectly justified in malong thess statements,
Tndeod, 2o extrcmely immoral and disgostingly ob-
feone, are many pareazes in thiz book, that [ feel
plmost aahamed to publish them, and I am sure thet
puy one who has the least sense of delloacy or chas
gity, will blesh to read them, A book which had
vaally originated fkem ap Owviacient and Momficent
DAvinity—a bock which was tha word, or ergan of
sach a being, most incoleate in every chapter and in
every verse, the sbictest, the purest, and most ex-
alted morality ; most constantly exbort mankind to
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wrery thing that was just, rational amd chavitable;
and must contain no langnage bt thet which was
Exr|ui:ii.uly buantiful anil elovating : and no expros
slons but these which wers i.r:{:s-isl.'lhl_v SrEuusive
and econvinciog, But the Bible is a hook, as may
b seen on o relmem:c Lo these extracts, qu'iw the
reveres of thie. We are compelled, *.hi-w:vf'cw ton
conglade agings the estabiiahel upltmma of a}{"lur_f,
that it eannat be of Ihvine oﬁgl.n amd that gomse
puently 1t cannot e the word of God.

My humble, but deculed opintes i3, a3 T have pre-
viously observed, that it was uul.]]ingbmnr& than a
mere imposition ) as hmposition which was palmed
npon wakkind by the Christian priesthood, fire the
purpose of deluding or enslaving € ; for the pur-
prose of leading them from the opeT anit shecrime padbs
of knowledze and improvement, intn the paosems and
glhomy guagmire: of gnorancs ‘el su{lcrmh.un The

teeitlinrnl of every ssot of mll;;mu L OYCEY eonnley
of ths lui.’mmhlngliﬁm have instituted and perpedaated
pertuln nposithms, by meas of which they have con-
eoivind they woald be onabled {o maintain and inerease
their influence over the minds of their followers: so
thas therely they mivhé stil continge to lixoriade m
eatse and enjoyment, while their poor deluded viotims
mluuﬂd P ignorance and woe,  And this o omeh am
imposition now establiched and sapported by the
Christian priesthood — an imposition which 1s the
porner stone of all their power, the fountain of ail
their infloenes, 4 hes been Lhe tool which they
have invariably used in the accomplishment of their
objects, however sellish ; and in the comsuuimilion
of their maﬂl’!!'l‘l.‘-.l.hﬂﬂ_'i: howevor mlious.  Whenever
they hawve masssered, fmmolided, or Incarcerplod
thore who have dared to dispute their VIOEZEreney,
o who have presumed to expose their doctrines, or
donounee their practices, they have guoted this im-
position as their ambority. Whonever they have de-
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fimdad, or connived st the extortiong of the tyronts
who have flattered or supported them, they lhave
qll.'nf.ﬁd this impositiom a8 ther antbority, W lenever
they hove opposid auy systum or any measure, which
they considered wouli bo Intmieal 1o thelr intorosts,
or subversive of their or, they have guoted ibis
imposition as their anthority. And the moner this
unpesition i remnved—the sooner the few gond sceds
which it may ronfain are extracted from it, and Lthe
immensy mass of ehedl s cast into oblivion, the belter
will i be for the amelioration and peogression of
man, Dechaps the exprostion of saeh uploions a8
these may be painful to the foolings of wany excel
bemt incdividpala, For this [ am Sruly sorey, as my
obieck 15, mot to canse pain ar uneasiness, bt o ex-
pose grror and impostivie, The fime haa now avrived
whem troth must come ont, when trath maat be ﬂrmlu!ﬂ,
**erithont mystery, mixtnre of srvor, or fear of oo,
Ton bmg, indeed, hed this procioes Jowel heon e
rifieed o the pelicy prodilectiony of inferst and
projudice,  Too long Bave we been tosed in the
dark and nnftbomalde wulf of bigetry and intoler-
ance; we muat now make our way v the cxpansive
and onraflled neean of reasom and ingeivy, and thers,
tree from the storms of poerscention, and the squalls
of demmnoiation, proeced, on our coward cowse, in
sty and felicity.
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