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PREFACE

A SELF-SUFFICIENT book requires no Prefuce, still less
does it need an apology, It is iy misfortune that this
book seems Lo require both,

First, an apology. 1 am quite aware that T have altered
a well-known plirase in using it as my title; and that it
should be ™ wise " sows and net “old ™ saws that are
conjoined with “ modern fstanees.”  But while T have
few pretentions to wisdom, I ean at least advanee some
claims toage ; and many of the themes with which T deal
are sulliciently old to justify their right to a Tamiliar
antiquity.

There is, T fear, much repetition in these pages, and
there is certainly some lack of conncetion and unity, My
main desire, however, hag been to illustrate medem ques-
tions by awcient examples—cespeeially in the region of
drama,  Thus T have made o study of Bricux in close
connection with a study of Euripides, ad have eontrasted
and compared Me. Havdy's Dynasts with the great plays
of Aschyvlus,  An inguiry into the eonditions and limita-
tions of Dramatic Realism is perhaps the most substantive
of my anns in this boolk, whiel also meludes some purely
historieal essays.

W, L. €,
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