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Foreword

In recent years there has been o wholesome rvevival
of the sueient art of storv-telling, The most thoughtful,
progressive educators have come to recognize the cultare
valne of follt and fairy stovies, fables and legends, not
only as means of fostering and directing the power of
the child’s imagination, but s a basis for literary inter-
pretation and appreciation througheout life.

This econdition has given rise (v a demand for the hest
material in each of fhese szeveral lines. Home editors
have gleaned from one feld; some from several, It is
the aim of this little book to bring together only the very
hest fromm the rich stores of Norwegian foll-lore.  All
these stories have been told many times by the editor to
varied audiences of elnldren and fo those who are “older
grown.”” Each has proved its power to make the uni-
versal appeal. _

In preparing the steridzs “or publication, the aim has
been to preserve, as piuck sy postible, in vocabulary and
idiom, the ariginal folk-lore language, and to retain the
conversational style of the teller of tales, in order that
the sympathetie young reader may, in greater or less
degree, be translated into the atmosphere of the old-time
gtory-hour.

Guoruy THORNVE-TIHOMSEN,



Contents

East o' the Sun and West o' the Meoon, ......... 9
The Three Billy Goats Gruff, ................... 25
] L e cee. 20
Why the Bear is Stumpy-Tailed................ 43
Reynard and the Cock......................... 45
Bruin and Reynard Partners........... AN 49
Bootz and His Brothers.........covivivronsvnsn 51
The Lad Who Went to the North Wind. . ... ... &3
The Giant Who Had No Heart in His Body...... 71
The Sheep and the Pig Who Set Up Housekeeping 87
The Parson and the Clerke, .. .. ... .o iiiinnn. o5
FALRET BRI v oo 5 poyoss i i s st aon o s e ... 99
The: Pancalts oocav s v s fsaiees 105
Why the Sea I8 Balt. . v cvraraansieassiining s 113
The Squire's Bride .....cooeenemeeree oA .. 125
BRIl i o e S b S e 131
The Princess Who Could Not Be Silenced. .. ..... 147
The Twelve Wild Ducks .. ... ... iniinrnrninans 155
Gudbrand-on-the-Hillside ............0..000uau 169
The Princess on the Glass Hill.................. 179
The Husband Who Was to Mind the House .. .. 199

Little Freddy with His Fiddle................... 205



-Fn-

£
T

“Are vou afraid




East o' the Sun and West o’
the Moon

NCE on a time there was a poor wood-

eutter who had so many children that

Le had not muceh of either food or eloth-

ing to give them. Pretty children they all

were, but the prettiest was the voungest

daughter, who was so lovely there wag no exnd
to her loveliness.

It was on a Thursday evening late in the fall
of the vear. The weather was wild and rough
outside, and it was eruelly dark. The rain fell
and the wind blew till the walls of the cottage
ghook. There they all sat round the fire busy
with this thing and that. Just then, all at
onee, something gave three taps at the win-
dow pane. Then the father went out to see
what was the matter, and, when he got ont of
doors, what should he see but a great White
Bear.

“Good evening to vou!" said the White
Bear.
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10 East o' the Sun and

**The same to you," said the man.

Wil you give me vour youngest daughter?
If vou will, 1'll make von as rich as von ave
now poor,” gaid the Bear.

Well, the man would not be at all sorry to
be so rieh;—but give him his prettiest lassie,
no, that he eouldn’t do, so he said “No™ out-
right and closed the door both tight and well.
But the Bear called out, “* 1’1l give you fime to
think; next Thursday night I'll come for vour
angwer.”’

Now, the lassie had heard every word that
the Bear had said, and before the next Thurs-
dav evening eame, she had washed and
mended her rags, made herself as neat as she
could, and was ready to start, I can’t say her
packing gave her much trouble,

Next Thursday evening eame the White
Bear to feteh her, and she got npon his back
with her undle, and off they went. So when
thev had gone a bit of the way, the White
Bear said, ** Are yvon afraid "

“No, not at all,”” said the lassie,



