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JOHN HUXNTER, EBQ.

ATLITOR OF THE COURT {OF SERSION.

Dear Frizyp, who by Corstorphine's bosky bower,
From the shrill strifo of wrangling law ramete,
Reapest the mellow frifs of quict thought,

Heoeive in Joffrer’s queint ood ivied tower

This Iittle hook, Thoogh from the grand parade
Of printad verdicts thon hast leng been free,

The man whe leved the Muse gtill found in Thea

A judge o valde, and & Piend to aid

Thou, the niee smdent of fine-tkonghted Eeats,
Mayet find my rhymes oast in too rouzh o mould
Far thy keen sense, fod with sasential sweets ;

If a0, speak free: T11 take thy blame for gold,

And eount their eoin for brass, with falso fair phrase
Who blow the flattering trump before my Linys.

404393



PREFATORY NOTE.

FroM this second edition of the ‘Lays and
Legends of Ancient Groece' I have excluded
all the miscellaneous puems, whick occupied
about the half of the original edition, but
which had no connection with the part which
gave the title to the volume, I have also
excluded one Hellenic poem -— the “Pytha-
goras "—hecause its dramatic treatment natu-
rally removed it to my * Wise Men of Greece,
in which company, mccordingly, in an ex-
panded and improved shape, it will be found.
The beat of the other posms were republished



viii PREFATORY NOTE,

either in my ‘Lays of the Highlands and
Islands,’ or in my ‘Songs of Religion and of
Life, in accordance with the ecategory to
which they seemed naturally to belong.

4. 8. B.

Doaw, 18 Getober 1880,
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