THE IRISH LABOUR
MOVEMENT,
FROM THE 'TWENTIES TO
OUR OWN DAY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649111107

The Irish labour movement, from the 'twenties to our own day by W. P. Ryan

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



W. P. RYAN

THE IRISH LABOUR
MOVEMENT,
FROM THE 'TWENTIES TO
OUR OWN DAY

ﬁTrieste






MODERN IRELAND IN THE MAKING

THE IRISH
LABOUR MOVEMENT

FROM THE '"TWENTIES
TO OUR OWN DAY

By W. P. RYAN

AUTHOR OF ' THE FOFE'S CREEN ISLAND, " -BETC.

DUBLIN LONDHN
THE TALBOT PRESS T. FISHER UNWIN
(L TeD) (LA IT RN
89 TALBOT STRERT I ADELPHI TERRACHK

1919



Frinted ai
Chic TalDoT press
B Talbol Sirect
Truklin



REAMRAD.

miile A4 oliat, pan mbliain 1gi8, cap oip

teatt ap 41 oom o Coliipoe Bugoe 1 nGmég,

corp Loé cdmlinne na hiille, 1 n.ace le opid
ta Cina, pead pgpiobap am Leabap o, Das
TG M 4% pmacinean, 1 T an cpahpdat, ap Laotpa na
Cpaobe fua; agup nad mop an mppioéT aTa vusf midg-
r5Eal & pameadta U0 agur an rRéel a Bi offm vo pEpiobad
ra bpdEihap corp Cuam dda Chiad ¥ Dégocwde ran dgef
béavTarie & falarps, map verpreap + noméd,  Af ve Bpi
0 Bpwil bame ag an pseal po Lo ponncin O Leatlobay,
Lemiceil MacTdben, Le Stamep O Congatle, agur Le paopaic
MacPiaparr, cf véappad naé Bpwml plop-30hap Laokarp ann ?
Ca bammt age, Lewp, Le himesfrs Luét otbpe na h&ipcann
Le Byeip 4For cfavw blsain anuvap; le m-a nuoedfinanap, le
f-4 noeadamap Epin g Le pactap, Le pxpor, agup Le haip-
eipie na nRacteal ; Le bpon agur Le bprongbdo, Le bppead
GRoe AGUP Le neaApr Apo-anmann.  Muna Bposl & man
aip, agur laotar &'v vaspleadt Le ne ayud ann, 1 opm-ra
ata an Llodr. 1p pigpgéal an pgeal pén.

Liam . § mrain,
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THE
IRISH LABOUR MOVEMENT

CHarTER |
LABOUR AND THE GAEL.

James Connolly declared in his Labour in Trish
History that ““the scventeenth, sighteenth, and
nineteenth centuries were indeed the Via Dolorosa
of the Irish race. In them the Irish Gael sank
out of sight, and in his place the middle-class
polilicians, capitalists, and ecclesiasties laboured
to produce a hybrid Irishman, assimilaiing a
foreign social system, a foreign speech, and a
foreipn character.”” Possibly the phrase “‘laboured
to produce’ 18 too strong; at any rate it suggesis
design and deliberation: and I think that the
polificians, capitalists, and ecclesiastics were often
unconscious of the havoe they wrought ; they erred
through ignorance, wani of insight, failure to
grasp or sympathise with the elements and growth
of nationality. Sometimes il would seem that
they simply drifted, having ceased to think or live
in the true semse. But whatever their actual
atlifude there is no question as to the dire resulis.
Connolly’s picture is unhappily trve; the alien
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social systemm and speech were assimilated to
a great degree; but, as Connolly proceeded to note,
it was difficult to press the character into the
foreign mould—"* and the recoil of that character
from the deadly embrace of capitalisi English cou-
ventionalism, as it has already led to a re-valuation
of the speech of the Gael, will in all probability
also lead to a re-study and appreciation of the
social system under which the Gael reached
the highest point of civilisation and culture in
Europe.” Connolly’s instinet in apprehending
and striking this Gaelic note was sound and wise.
He saw the truth at almost the beginning of his
active career; he was always faithfunl to the Gaelie
vision ; it furnished one of the guiding gleams of
poetry in his toilsome and often harassed career;
to ignore the Gael in his individuality is to miss
an essential inspiration.

In sooth to ignore the Gaelic element in the
survey generally is to leave the story of Irish
Labour in the last hundred vears less than a half-
told tale. On a broad view we might well regard
that story, till the later stages at all events, as a
painful and often n lamentable record. Connelly
has spoken of a Vin Dolorosa extending through
three centuries. For the Irish toilers the last of
the three might seem in some respects the drabbest
of all—drab in general, with, at several stages, the
terrible excitement of tragedy. That view is to a
large extent true, but it is not all the truth, The
Gaelic workers, who were numerous in all {he
provinces in the first half of the nineteenth
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century, had a vivid interior life of their own, and
nnless we realise and understand that life we have
only a superficial knowledge of their real position
and history. (ranted that for generations,
through the absence of regular education and of
ihe merest elements of fair play in other regards,
the minds of the Gaelic toilers had ceased to grow
or to be really ereative, the fact remains that they
retained an enlivening share of the traditional lore
and culture; of romance and poetry, of song and
racy wisdom. The story is the same from Iveragh
to Oriel, from Ring fo Dounegal. All these quar-
ters just mentioned, long into the nineteenth
century—and in a measure to our own time—were
centres of Irish poetical and other mental cultiva-
tion ; the poet and the story-teller in homely pride
of place and honour. Their history, like that of
many kindred quarters, has both charm and
pathos; and if it were widely known, if it had
seized the popular imagination, as some day it
surely will, we would all have a deeper, a more
human eonception of hosts of Irish workers who
have gone before us. There would be not a little
of * glorionz pride and sorrow’ in our minds as
we looked back {o their davs and destinies.

Again and again in the unfolding of the fortunes
of Labour throueh the century we are cognisant
of the vitality of the Gael; we are also zensible of
a =tore of power in the Gaelic order which has been
left undeveloped, or but slightly developad, much
to the detriment both of the Gael and of Labour,
There is, for example, a world of meaning in the
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