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EDITOR’S PREFACE

TeE Modern Educator's Library has been designed to give
considered expositions of the best theory and practice in
English education of to-day. It is planned to cover the
prineipal problems of educational theory in general, of
curriculum and organisation, of some unexhausted aspects
of the history of education, and of apecial branches of
applied education.

The Editor and his colleagues have had in view the
needs of young teachers and of those training to be teachers,
but sines the school and the schoolmaster are not the sole
factors in the educative process, it 18 hoped that educators
in general (and which of us is not in some senee or other
an educator ?) as well as the professional schoolmaster may
find in the series some help in understanding precept and
practice in education of to-day and to-morrow. For wa
have borne in mind not only what is but what onght to be.
To exhibit the educator'’s work a8 a vocation requiring the
best possible preparation is the spirit in which these volumes
have been written. .

No artificial uniformity has been songht or imposed, and
while the Editor is responsible for the series in peneral, the
responsibility for the opinions expressed in each volume rests
solely with ite author.

ALBERT A. COCE.

UNIVERBITY oF LONDON,
Kiwg's Colzzee.
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AUTHORS’ PREFACE

WE have made this book between us, but we have not
collaborated. "We know that we agree in all essentials,
though our experience has differed, 'We both desire to see
tha best conditiona for development provided for all children,
irrespective of class. We both look forward to the time
when the conditions of the Public Elementary School, from
the Nursery School up, will' be guch—in point of numbers,
in fresdom from pressure, in situation of building, in space
both within and without, and in beauty of surroundings—
that paremts of any class will gladly let their children
attend it,

We are teachers and we have dealt mainly with the
mental or, as we prefer to call it, the spiritual requirements
of children., It is from the medical profession that we
must all accept facts about food values, hours of sleep, ete,
and the importance of cleanliness and fresh air are now
fully recognised. We do, however, feel that there is room
for fresh discussion of ultimate aims and of daily procedure,
Mr. Clutton Brock has said that the great weakmness of
English education iz the want of a definite aim to put
before our children, the want of & philosophy for ourselves.
Without some understanding of life and ita purpose or
meaning, the teacher is at the mercy of every fad and is
apt to exalt method above prineiple. This book is an
attempt to gather together certain recognised principles,
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vi PREFACE

and to show in the light of actual experience how these
may be applied to existing circumstances.

The day is coming when all teachers will seek to under-
stand the true value of Play, of spontaneous activity in all
directions. Its importance is emphasised in nearly all the
educational writings of the day, as well in the Senior as in
the Junior departments of the achool, but we need a full
and deep understanding of the saying, “Man is Man only
when he plays” It is easy to say we believe it, but it
needs strong faith, courage, and wide intelligence to weave
such belief into the warp of daily life in school

E R. MUREAY.
H. BROWN SMITH.
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