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CHARLES DUDLEY WARNER.

BIOGRAPEICAL BEKETCH.

Ligz Mr. Aldrich, who played with his boyhood in The
Siory of & Bad Boy, Mr. Warner dealt with himself as &
sort of third person in Fsiag & Boy, the scenes of which
are laid in & primitive Mamaciarelts conntry neighborhood.
The place which stood for itz wortrait in the book is' Charle
mont, near the eastern opaning of the Hoosac tunnel. Here
Mr. Warner spent his boyhood, removing to the place, when
his father died, from Pleinfleld, in the same State, where he
waa born September 12, 1829. He was five years old when
he wes taken to Cherlemont, and he remamed thers eight
years, and then removed to Cazenuvia, N. Y. His guardian
intended him for bosiness life, and placed him afier his
school days as clerk in a store, but his intellactual ambition
was strong, and againet all adverse fates he secored a col-
legiate education at Hawilton Celloge, where he graduated
in 1851. His eollege many years later conferrad on him
the degres of Dootor of Letters.

‘When bo waz in college he ehowed his beat for Literators
by contributing to the magazines of the day, and shortly
after graduativg compiled a Book of Eloguence. For the
next half dozen years he was busy establishing himself-in
life, choosing the law st first ga his profession, bat really
practicing the varioms porsuits which shonld finally qoalify
him for his predestined voeation as 8 man of letters. He
spent two years in frontier life with a sarveying party in
Missoary, mainly to secure s mors robost eondition of body ;
be lectured, did hack work, wrote letters to jonrnals, looked
wistfully et public life and oratory, opened a law office in
Chicago, and took what legul business he could find.
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It was while he was there living by miscellaneous ven.
tores that J. R. Hawley, now T. 8. Benator from Cennecti-
cut, was attracted by the letters which Mr, Warner was con-
tribating to hiz paper, the Hariford Press, and invited his
correspondent to remove to Hariford and become assistant
editor of the paper. This was shortly before the opening
of the war for the Union. When Mr. Hawley entered the
army, Mr. Wammer became editor in chief; and when the
Press beeame merged in the older and more substantial
Courant, he became one of the proprietors and editora of
that paper.

In that position he remained until his death, although
in his last years he was relieved from mnch of the office
work of an editor, It was in cormectivn with his journal-
istic duties thed his fivet reul stroke in Iteratare was made.
He waa busy with the political disenesione in which the press
was involved, and meat of his writing was of this sort. Dot
his morning recreation in his garden suggested to him the
relief of writing playful skatches for his paper, drawn from
this oecupation, end the popularity attending them led te
a collection of the sketthes in the wellknown wolume My
Summer in a Garden.

In 1568 Mr. Werner went to Europe for & year and
turnad his travel-experience into sketches which were gath.
ered into Saunterings. This was the beginning of his more
distimetiy literary life. He found his pleasure as well as his
recuperation thereafter chiefly in rambling end in noting
men and things. The more distinetive of his books of travel
growing ot of thie hahit were Baddeck and That Sort of
Thing, which s & humorecos sketeh of 8 journey in Nova
Beotia and among the srenes of Longfellow's Evangeline ;
hooks of sastern travel, My Winder on the Nile and In the
Levant ; rambles chiefly in the Spanish peninsnls ander
the mame 4 Roundabout Journey, snd o number of papers
relating to Ameriean life and scenery pathered into the twe
volumos Studies in ths South ond Wenl and Our Ttaly
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a warm eulogy of southern California. A genuine love of
nature bore rich fruit in the Adirondack sketches Fn the
Wilderness, from which the coutents of this selsction are
taken.

By a natoral transfer of his own habit into & more purely
literary expression, Mr. Warner wrote & book, half story,
half travel, entitled Their Pilgrimage, which carried seve
eral charncters from one watering-place in Ameriea to an-
other, enabling him thus to sketch manners and make
observations in & light, satiric vein, on some phases of
Ameriean life. This vesture if was that led him proba-
bly into the more positive field of fietitious litersture, and
be produced 4 Fdtdle Journsy in the World, which, nnder.
the guise of story, waa really & serious ingoiry inte the
tendencies of social life when affected sirongly by the in-
sidious influenco of wealth, espacially newly-gotien wealth.
The publication of this neovel led to the writing of two
other novels, The Golden House aod That Forfune, pub-
liched at intervals of s few years. Theee novels carried
forward some of the inguiries started in 4 Little Journey
in the World, and the veappearance of certain characters,
with a further delincation of their experience, gives the thres
books something of the form of a trilogy.

For several years Mr. Warner held an editorial position
on Harpsr's Monthiy, and meny of his contributions wers
made to that magasine. The light, suggestive essay, best
illustrated by his Backiog Studies, is perhaps the form of
litetature with which he is wost idestifled, but the serious
side of hig natare is never held distioet from the humoroas,
as the vein of humor also runs through his more solid work.
His interest in literaturs waa always very strong, and led
him into the delivery of some forcible addresses at college
anniversaries and into the editorship of the American Men
of Letters series, to which he contributed the velawe on
‘Washington Irving, who was his firet great admiration in
modern literature. He also conducted, ss editor in chief,
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the extensive work entitled Library of the World's Besi
Literaturs. His interest in literature and travel was not
that of a dilettante. His humor is searcely more promi-
nent than his earnest thoughtfulness, and he gave practical
expression to his thoaght in the part which be took in pub-
lio affairs in Hartford and in the moving question of prison
peform.

Mr. Warner died in Hartford, Conn., Oetober 20, 1900,



