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PLEASE READ THE PREFACE

On entering school, the child brings with him a stock of nature
facts and thoughts. The reading in this book is based on Finger
Plays which embody some of these thoughts; and these Finger Plays
are favorites in many kindergartens. This book has, therefore, for
its foundation, rhymes which are easily learned if not already known ;
and rhymes of which there is but one version.

The work proceeds :—

from the knowm to the unknown ;
from the taught to the untaught;
from the whole to the part;

from the whole rhyme to the phrase, to the word, to the sound; and
then to reconstruction. i

No Preparadion Necessary

There is'no list of words to be taught before the book is taken up,
The material is developed as it comes,

From the first day the children read the familiar thought in the
unfamiliar characters. Differentiation begins with one sight-word
only, From the first familiar sight-word, the children develop their
own phonics, and the “hlend™ is understond from the first day,
There is, therefore, no arbitrary list of phonograms to be learned
beforehand.

Poaver Hhrouph Phontes

The purpose of the book is net to gain memorized reading, but
to acquire independence through power in phonics.

Diacritical marks are avoided when possible, They tend to con-
fuse the child, and are not seen in the books which he desires to
read.
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At the end of the term, if the plan outlined in the Teacher’s Edition
has been closely followed, the children will be familiar with nearly
all the phonograms needed in ordinary reading.

The work should be placed in script on the blackboard or on oak-
tag. Writing by the children should accompany this work in order
that they may gain a written vocabulary,

The “word-board " described In the Teacher’s Edition will be
found useful in the reconstruction work,

No Strain

Hurry is not speed. Speed is gained by slow movements at the
start. The first year is the sowing-time ; the reaping-time comes later,

Corvelation; Physival Work, Music, Maryal Training

There should be a many-sided presentation and a many-sided
development. The work should include, therefore, much mere than
phonics.  Phonics lead to word-getting ; words lead 10 thoughts;
thoughts to character; and character to service-giving.

The reading should be accompanied by plays and games and other
pleasurable devices. Joy in action is the keynote of the children's
rhythmical progress.

Manual training is correlated with the work of this book wherever
possible.

Nature

As a Nature Reader, its purpose is not to give information, but to
teach the child to express that which he already knows. The pur-
pose of nature-work is, above all, to lead the ehild into the loving
relations which he should hold with the outside world, The material
used is near at hand, for a flower, a sparrow, or a dog is closer to a
child than the table at which he sits.

Literature

Though the first steps in reading must include mechanics, there
need be no mechanics in thought. The five poems with which the
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work has been connected are developed from the reading in both
the mechanical steps and in the thoughts. '

Help t0 the Teacher )

The teacher has not been desetted anywhere. She is helped with
the plays and with every word and phonogram, and she is asked only
to follow closely the method as outlined in the Teacher's Edition,
page by page, and not to let go, but; by constant review, to keep hold
of ‘every new thing gained. The teacher should select the suppes-
tions which she finds helpful to her.

As a Reaner

The exact place in the course where this book should be used as a
reader depends upon the character of the school. In some classes
it may be used as a first book, and it may alse be used to follow any
primer,

There are many irregular pupils, or new pupils, who join a first-
year class long after the bheginning of the first or second term, and
who are poorly prepared in both phonics and reading. We think,
therefore, that the second boek placed in the hands of a class should,
like the primer, start with the initial steps in the work.

Conneclion with the Kinderparien

In trying to make this connection between the kindergarten and
the first-year reading, we acknowledge the help which kindergarten
association and training give to all teachers of the lower prades, and
heartily recommend such training. But we would also keep in mind
the fact that kindergarten work does not mean the use of such gifts,
occupations, and games as are mentioned only in kindergarten books,
but the employment of any and all gifts and work which are domi-
nated by the spirit which rules the true kindergarten,

Trusting that in some measure through its sugpestions the task of
directing the first steps in reading has been lightened, this book is
dedicated to the use of the first-vear teachers of the United States.
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