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SHODDY s PURE WOOL,

CoxmiTree o8 Wavs anp MeAxs,
Wednenday, May 21, 1502,
The committee met at 10 o’clock a. m., Hon. Sereno E. Payne in
the chair, 7 .
(For bill under consideration see p. 25.)

BTATEMENT OF HOK. WILLIAM M. EFRINGER,
Representing the National Lie Stock Asocintion of the United States,

Mr. SerivgeER. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the committee: .
I appear before you as the representative of the National Live Stock
Association of the United States, This association embraces practi-
cally all the live-stock interests, incldding woolgrowers. The onl
live-stock interests not represented ave those enpaged in raising stoc
for dairy purposes exclusively. In other words, this association
m%ll'zeaenta the meat-producing live stock of the country.

e association, has only had four years of existence. It is nota
corporation, it is simply & voluntary wssociation for the promotion of
the best interests of live stock growers in the United States, There is
no capital stock, and there is no effort on the Earl; of the association
to control the production or prices of live stock. Every member of
the association can dispose uf}];.is property in his own way, at his own
time, and at his own prices. The.msmﬁrshipof thiz asaociation extends
. to every State and Territory in the Unien; and the property owned by

the individual members and associntiona would aggregate perhaps as
much as $4,000,000,000,

WOOLGROWERS PRINCIPAL ADVOOATES OF THIS BILL.

The advoeates of this bill are principally en in woolgrowing;
but all other agricultural interests are favorable toit, so far as [ have
been able to ascertain, upon the ground that it will benefit the con.
sUmers. '

VARIOUS LIVE-BTOCK AND WOOLGROWERS' ASSOCIATIONS FAVORING THE
MEASURE BY RESOLUTTONS,

I bave before me & pumber of memorials and petitions upon this
subject, to which I desire to eall your attention in the first place. I
have the memorial, fivst, of the National Live Stock Association, which
. waa adopted at Salt Lake City, Utsh, January 15, 1901, At this
b



6 BHODDY VB. PURE WOOL.

meeting a committee was appointed to draft a hill upon this sahject
and submit it to the next association, which met in Chieago in Decem-
ber lnst. The resclution of this ssseciation at that time is embodied
in these words:

Resolved by the National Live Steek Adssoctufion @ convention asembled of Salt Loke
City, Liehi, That we conceive it to be our duty to eall the atrention of our Represent-
ativea in Congresa to these facts, and to ask them to provide and enact sach legisla-
tion as will prevent deceit and fraud in marketing the manufaetnred article as who]if'
of wool when, (n fact, the same & made lagely from cotton and shoddy, by compel-
ling the manufacturere, under Federal supervizion, to label their finfshed product as
whaolly wool or part eotton or part shoddy, ag the case may e, and to provide snit-
able penalties for violations of the provigions of such an act.

1 will ask the stenographer simply to make & note of these facts
without embodying the petition in the record.

1 alzo have the resolutions adopted by the Texas Live Stock Associa-
tion at ita annual convention held at El Paso, Tex., Januoary 15, 1902,
in favor of the pending bill,

I also have the resolutions of the Oklahomsa Live Stock Associntion,
representing the cattle industry of Oklahoma, southern Kansas, and a

rtion of Texas, passed atits annual meeting held in Wichita, kana.,

ebhruary 11, 1902, in favor of the hill.

I also have the resolutions which were apanimously adopted by the
Pacific Northwest Wool (Growers’ Association, representing the sheep
and woolg‘mwini industry of Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana,
Wyoming, and Utah, in convention at Helena, Ment., February 6,
1902, in favor of this bill.

Also similar resolutions adopted by the Nebraska Stock Growers'
Agsociation at its convention at Alliance, Nebr., February 18, 1402,

I also bave resolutions adopted unanimously at a meeting of the
Ohio Wool Growers® Association beld at Celmnbus, Ohie, January
11, 1902, favoring this bill,

Algo similar resclutions adopted by the Kerthwest Wool Growers’
Asgociation at Helena, Mont., at a meeting held snhsequent to the
other—a year later,

Also resolutions adopted by the Eastern Montana Wool Growers'
Association, st Miles City, Mont., April 14, 1602,

Also resolutions adopted by the Kastern Montans Weol Growers
Asszociation April 15, 1, to the same effect.

1
Also resolutions adapte& by the Utah Cattle Growers' Association,

representing the cattle interests of the State of Utah, in convention
assembled April 14, 1902, at Salt Lake Gi% ‘

Also resolutions adopted by the Idaho Wool Growers' Association
in convention at Boise City, Idaoho, November, 11, 1901,

Also resolutions adopted by the Utah Wool Growers’ Associntion at
Sult Lake City April &, 1902,

Also resolutions &doEted by the Western South Dakota Wool
Growers” Associgtion of TH) members, representing an invested capital
of $10,000,000, in convention assembled at Rapid Citv, 8 Dak.,
April 8, 1902, '

Also resolutions adopted by the Panbandle Stockmen’s Association,
representing the cattle industry of the panhandle of Texas, in con-
vention assembled at Quanah, Tex., March 25 and 98, 1002

Also resolutions adopted by the Cattle and Horse Growers’ Associa-
tion of Colorado, representing the cattle snd horse industry of the
State, in convention assembled at Denver, March 3 and 4, 1902,
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RELATION OF CATTLE AND HORSE DEALERS TO THIS MEASURE.

Mllji Horrms, How are the cattle and horse dealers interested in
wWoo :

Mr. SpRINGER. A8 consumers, the same as ﬂuu and 1. It is & sort
of ““sympathetic strike™ with their fellows in the same aasociation who
are engaged in raising wool.

I have called attention to these resoiutions for the purpose of show-
ing the unanimity which prevails among all the live-stock interests of
the United States upon this subject nncﬁn favor of this hill.

PACKERS INTEREST I¥ THE BILL.

Mr. Russerr. Are the packers interested in this biil generally?

Mr. Spmiscer. T do not know; perhaps, as consumers only. T am
l':l?t familiar with that branch of the subject sand do pot represent
them. :

EXFLANATION OF PROVISIOKS OF THE BILL.

1 desire now to call your attention briefly to the bill (E. R. 14488
which Mr. Grosvenor totroduced May 16 (see p. 25), and ig intende
'II;_-{ him to take the place of the bill previeusly introduced, known as
H. R. 6565,

This bill differs from the one previeusly introduced in that it con-
tains provisions imposing a tax upon manufacturers and wholesals
dealers in mixed goods, and also a tax upon the product itself. The
first and second sections are the same ae in the'original bill, the other
bill. The third section is:

That manufacturers of mixed goodsghall fifty dollare per year; that ev
son who engages in the productﬁ:?l?ui mix£%gd£ aadeﬁneg]?h?thh act ag amim
whall be considered a manufacturer thereof, at wholesale dealers in mixed goods
as defined in thie act shall pay & tax of twenty-five dollars a vear.

Then there is a definition of what constitates a wholesale dealer.
Then it is provided:

That u mixed goode as defined in this act, when manufactured or sold or
removed for consumption or use, there shall be assessed and collected a tax of one-
tenth of ome cent a d, to be paid by the manofacturer thereof: and any frae- |
tional part of & pound shall be taxed as 4 pound.

Then follow the provisions in regard to stamping:

Section 4 ImFoaee penalties upon the maaufacturer of mixed goods
for violation of the previsions of the act, and requires him to perform
vertain duties in regard to reporting his product.

Section 5 imposes penalties upon viclations of the internal-revenue
law on thia subject.

I desire to call your attention to the fact that in section 4 have been
incorporated substantially the samne provisions from the internal-
revenue lawe that are found in the oleomargarine act, which recently
passed Congress, in regard to the production of proeesa butter,

Mr. Hoprrxs. Mr. Springer, why would you make a man whe sold
mixed goods pay for e Heensei

Mr. §P]{INGEB. The manufacturer and wholesale dealer are required

‘”]&“F* . .
r. Russeir. Not the retatler?

Mr, SprmneER. Not the retailer; the same ss with process butter in
the oleomargarine bill,
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Mr. Hoexixs, I know it is evidently modeled after that; but there
was & reason, from the dairyman’s standpoint, why that should be
done. Does that reason exist in this instance?

Mr. SeriNoeR. It does to this extent: The bill provides a;methed .

by which inspection ean be made of the factories engaged in this busi-
ness and in the manufacture of shoddy,
Mr. Horgixs., But, My. Springer, can, siot m{. axpert tell by the
appearance or the feeling of a piece of goods whe
whether it is penuine woolt ‘. i
Mr. Sprixger. I think not. 1 ean net. 8 b
8

Mr. Hopkins, It seems to me they capjiat least, 1 have alw&y;t_.

understood that they ean do that, So that the reason, as 1 zay,

existed for requiring a license to be obtained-on oleomargarine would
not apply here, because both the eye and ehe touch will distinguigh
between the mixed and the pure article. i

Mr. Sprisgen. I think I will demonstrate'before I get through that
many, many manafacturers of mixed goods are so perfect in their
deception that it takes gn expert and sometimes a chemical analysis to
show the difference.

Mr, Russerr.. Would not that make it gretty hard for a clothier,
tailor, merchant, or other person who puichases ‘rom a manufacturer,
importer, or other person any mixed goods rot marked as mixed
goods to determine that factt

Mr. Spuinger. The retail merchant is supposed to have some kaowl-
edge of the texture of his goods, especially when he buya from the
menufacturer. He then goes to him for his first knowledge; and the
manufacturer will start in with a cerrect label. 'To remove that label
is made a criminal offense; and that Iabel is supposed to remain with
the eloth until it is manufactared into elothing,

Mr. Hopxiwa, How shout other personst %o you not know that a
lirge ﬁt?lmber of persons in these days buy cloth for suits directly at
the mi

Mr. Seriveer. Yes; it should be labeled by the manufacturer.

Mr. Hopkins, If it is not labeled the person who buays it is guilty
of & misdemeanor,

Mr. SeriNcer. I think not, if it is bought for consumption, He is
not a tailor. .

Mr. Busserr. No, no.

Mr. Spmuxcer. Nor is he a dealer, but the man who sells it to him
would be liable,

Mr. Hoexing, Then section 10 provides:

That any clothier, merchant, or other person who knowingly purchases from the
manufacturer, importer, or other pereon any wized pocde as in this act which
are not labeled or marked acconding to the provisions of this act shail be guilty of a
misdemeanor,

Mr. Sprivcer. If they are not marked he should not purchase them.
In fact, the purchaser should insizt upon the manufacturer marking
or labeling tEa goods before he buys them.

Mr. Darzern. He is bound to koow what kind of cloth he is buying.

Mr, Horxixs, Yes; this bill makes evely person an expert as to tge
character of the cloth he hudv.s.

Mr, SprivaeR. 1f anybody under the sun knows what iz in the
goods it should be the manufacturer. The law starts with him and
requires him to properly label the poods under severe penalties,

ther it is mixﬁi"or ;
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Mr. Darzere. The man who buys is bound to know under this bill,

Mr. Russerr. You have always contended that menufacturers were
not fuII}r to be relied upon, you know.

Mr. Semivcer. Oh, [ alwavs had the greatest respect for the manu-
facturers all over the country.

'%‘hte other provisions of this bill simply relate to the Jdealers in the
articles,

SUGHEESTED AMENDMENTS TO SECTIONS 1 AND ¥ OF THE BILL, BY
MR, SPRINGER.

I desire to suggest here that the fivet and seeond sections of this bill
should be a.menﬁed. . .

1t has been stated by some manufacturiog Br's or persons inter-
ested in manufacture that some qualities of shoddy or mixtures or
adulterants are more valuable than the wool itsélf which is contained
in the fabric. ‘That is true in some respects, as T will show you ina
maoment.

AMENDMENT TO SECTION 1 (ee b on p. 256).

Therefore, in order to bring thoze ﬁonds out of this category 1 desire
to add gf the end of the first section the words, ** Or of goods or fabrics
composed in part of such wool and of other ingredients of equal or
superior value,” so that the latter part of it will read:

And the words ** woolen gooda !’ ghall ba held to mean goods or fabrics composed

wholly of such wool or of goods or fabries composed in part of such wool and of other
ingredients of equal or superior value.

AMEIEDMENT T SECTICN I (za6 BEL o5 f. 25),

In the second section the words **or of such wool and other ingre-
dients of equal or superior value” should also be added so as to make
the section read:

That for the purposes of thisact sll manefactures made in imitation of woolen
goode which are not compoeed whelly of pore wool, or of euch wocl and other
ingredients of equal or muperior value, shail e known a8 mized gooda.

Mr. Russerrn. You do not anticipate that that will make a good deal
of difficulty, do you?

Mr. SprivGER, 1 do not think that will make much difficulty,

EXHIBITS SPECIMENS OF WOOLEN AND MIXED GOODS,
(Orlgln of samplen, see p. 103,

I want to call the attention of the committee to a few specimens of
woolen goods that have been sent to me.  One of these is pure woolen
fabrie, and is marked at the price of $2.50 per yard. at fabric ie
all wool.

Mr. Russenn, How do you know, Mr. Springeri

Mr, SprINGER. It is so marked: that is w]l T know. 1 could not tell
it myself,

Mr. RusseLr. If it was marked “*mixed” you would assume that it
was mixed, would you not?

Mr. Sermvser. ! would, because 1 think you gentiemen, when you
look at it, will find that you could not tel] the difference either. This
next one is marked “‘silk mixed,” and is valued at ¥2.75 a yard, 25
cents a yard more than the other. [ think when vou have examined
this sample that you will find it looks the same ns the other, and that
none of you gentlemen could tell that there was any silk in it.



