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INTRODUCTION.

e

I Juiy 1763 Edaraund Packe, e thivp-lve years old, 'I::n:g:m his
pelitical career as secveluy to the Marquia of Bockingham, woo bad
Just underiaken the formation of & Alinistry. Borke seessntle entered
Patiament as member for Woendover, throepl the afetesl of Laocod
1'i.vl::l'm:l'!.‘. The American coloniss were al 1hat tise united in Vigro s
resistance inon Stewp Acl, which involved claim and uae of the dipht of
an Enrlish Parfiament to impose diccet aees on calonies that were not
Tepresented 1n it

There hal been imdiceet taxation sinee ticodays of aur Eogzlish
Commonwenlth, when the Navigation Act of 1031 reyuirs] all coloniat
exports o Fngland to be shipped enly io American ar English vessals,
Alter the Kestoration, & wecond Mavipalion Acl, in 1660, ordered that
mast of the expoets from the eolonies should e shipped only w England
or 10 an Engrlish calony, and in Amerizan oy !.'r.glliah vesseld,  To 1663
a thind Mavigniion Acttoquirod that most of the imports inte the colanibes
should he skijiped only from Eoslind oroan Eogiish eclony, ond in
Ameriean or Enalish vessels,  Tn 1672 there weare added dotics vpon
ceriain commerated articles, in assing Team ond colony to another. This
invilved the establishment of ropal cusiom-hotses and  mevenue officers
in seeviee Uf the Crown,  In Mazsachuseits these chanmes were ogiosed |
the General Court of the colony eselvel **thal the Acts of Navigation are
an invasion of the vielos sml privileses ol the sulyjects of his Majesty in
this colony. they not heing cepresentel in the: Yarliament™  In 1680
a motige of the appointment of a collector of the roval ewstoms for MNew
Englanid was tor down st Dosten by oulder of the colopial magistiates.
The opposition was not efieciual, snd the oumber ol vevenue officers
ingreased,

lu 1624 a Board of Trade wos eslellished, conssting of a Tresident
and seven members, entitled the Loeds Commissioners for Trade and
Plaotations.  Armong other duties 1lds body hod charpe of e execu-
thon of the Navigation Acls, snd it was to Leing the colonies mere
strictly under roval conirol. The Roard of Trade lpt*-.':npu::s-:d, there-
fore, in 1647, the appointient af a caplain-gencral, with absolule
power to levy and organice an atmy without velerence to any colonial



fi SNTRODUCTION,

autliorily,  Tn 1698 it probibited the esport of colonial woollens even
froan one colony to ancther.  To ogeh it récommendad, bt adid aot
obtaing the resamnrion of chavters still held by some of the eolanizs.
Im 1772 o Beeretary of State was made chief of the Doard of Trade,
The ke of Newcnstle, who Leld this office from 1724 te 1745, sup-
poscd New Eoagland to e an island.

The epermtions of the Woyal Afvican Company, which had heen Giag
fonped o TOEE, recopsiiboted i 1631, and apain m 1663, and which
acquieed weslil by the trade i glaves, wers ot 1he zame bime pro-
moted,  The Treaty of Weeeh? in 1713, eonlained a ecniracl on the
part of Spain that Great Lriaia alone should supply her colonies with
slaves s and in 1760 Great Dritain received, by tae Trenty of Afx-la
Cliapelle, s iademnity of o huedied thousaid pocnds for giving up
this right.  When Viginia and Saosh Cavelina kald & seahibitory duly
omn the inportation of sleves, thaie acis wers annulled by royal cominand.
In 1750, when the trace in slives was made independent of this eorn.
pany, the reason given in the Bauelh Facliament was that **ihe slave
irade s wory advantageees to Oresal Beiain®  The colonisls of the
Southern States of Americt had (herefore endeavoured i3 vaimn Lo
checl (Fie importation’of slave lshony

In 1733 the Molosses Act Jaic doties 1o Fie American colonies opon
trolnases, sugar, and raon mpored Togm any Dol the British West India
Izsiamds.  The sgent of New Yol [t Hngland protested. that ihis was
“divesting the cclonists of their rights as the king's natural-harmn
sathijectz and Englishmeon, in levying sclsidies wpon them azminst their
own consent.™  [o 1732 the Amesivan colonist, were lupbidden to
uu'Ith:L hats; in t75o they were forhidden toercct mills for sllmge o
rolling irom, or furnace: for makiap steel

Tn 1754 the Mutiny Act, provicling for the discipline and quarters of
the Foplich army, was extendsd orhe eolomize, In 1735 ;l[w Farl of
Loodowt was zent ovar g5 Governoe of Vigginis, and  comminder-in.
chief over the thirteen eolomies of America,  Permanonee of the appoint-
ment of Judpes wes next struek ab s tacir commissions were issned, which
were Lo rus i longer © doving good beleviour,™ bal © during the king's
pleasura.t’ New Wark in 1707 cefised to pay the salavy of a chisf
Jjustice appoioted, and he procured for him!il:l.i!?fi’l'.l- t the Board of Trade
a grint Lo De paid from the quit-reals of the provinee.  There came
claims  alsoia 1967 for writs of asistance aulorizing seareh for poods
imported I deliznce of the acts of trade.

hus & loag cowrse of wnwise policy had raised a spirit of antagontam,
and much alvance bhad besn made towaeds the aliesasion of the
American colosies, whed fhere was plded for the fcst time a dicect
taxaficn for revenue 1o tha loap asties of faxaljens fur repulation of Lrule.
At the beginning of the year 1704 fne Hiitish Parliameot voted that it
had ariziht to tax the colonies. George Grenvilie by the Sugar Act in
176 Jaid duties vpon suger and other acticles of colonial import. By
the Slamp Act in 1763 he imposed in (he American colonies & stamp
duty, iife that in England, vpon business decuments and newspapers,

Thisdisrepard of American feeling not only gave new foree to the
growing discontent, but provoked the organjzinE of resistance.  Aisssa-
chusetts propesed a Celepin] Congress at New York, which firit met on
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the 7eh of Octeber 1765, ond tweove days afterwands, on the 1ot of
Cretober, agreed to a Declavazion of Hights,

Just in this eritical lime the Ministry of Lond Rockingiam hadl
newly token the responsibility of government. Lord Rockmgham—
himzell no speaker ; one who had been sitickig lam was sskad,
S Ilow eauk] you warry s peor, dumb erealcie sof "—made Burke his
private secretary, hiought Burke into the House of Conmmous, aud
gpoke through the woice of Huke.  If Burke did not inspire Lis
American  poiicy, the policy was alse Durke's, and Durcke was its
great interpreler. The Minizivr was Whig ; Dul Tarlie was essentialiy

onscrvative,  He had the practical mind of a siatestan ; aml he
strongly drepded revaluliofery chanps,  Tneonsid-raie zeal to inrce the
colonies inla sulimission ta imperia. cliims, apainst which oprosition
was fast rising to revolutionary keas, he met by steady labouwr in the
interests of peaces The Stamp Act was repealed, and Parlioment
satished “itselt with the assertion of Tmperial righl fetax. Asserd Ly all o
means, arpied Purke, your right {o fox the eclonies directly fup
imperial revenue. 17 you take cave never to exercise the dghi, sowill -
he undispuisd.  Me taught by the expericnce that shows the peni of
enfareing such a rizx_,rht. Tae Hockirphom Ministry waz followed o
July 1766 by that of 1he elder Pill, wha ok only a small offics i his
own Mintstoy, and with it a peesape as Farl of Chatham, The Dukeof
{irafton toole the place at the head of the Treasury wacnted by 1ond
Fockingham, and the Ministry ircloded men who would Le foremaozt in
enforcing rights of taxation azwinst the celonists.

American opposttion was disapmed Ly Hie repes]l of the Stamp Act;
slatues were voled to Pitt and 1o the hing 5 remcval of ke active couse |
of iritation bigught back the nld spirit of ]1!].":1[L“j‘; while at Do —
the Parliamenc -::-% Ly6y was revessing all the policy of peage, T+
created & Board of Revenue Commissioners for America 5 it passed a
Ten Act that imposed dulies on lea god other imports into the calonics,
ag meanis of providing for payment ol lraops and for 1he salaries of
royal povernors and jodges 3 it alee declared 1le Mew Vork Ascembly
incapable nf legislation uotil 1t had asscaled to the Quariering Aci of
1765, In 1768 the ordering of Britigh troops inte Bosten, to coctiod the
public feeling éxcited Ly 1his poliey of coercion, led Lo the gathesing af
a convention feome all Massachusetts, that urged in wain upon the
povernor the summoning of che Legisiature.  In 1760 1 new Act of
Parliament directed that all cases of trezzon in the colomies shouhd be
trieed 1o the mother cowntey,  This dréw [tom Yashingion the declars.
tion that 1o man showld scruple or hesitade a momend to vze arms o
defence of freedom.  * ¥et amos, | would beg leave to add, should be
the last resouree,”

In 1770 the Assembly of Vieginiz endeavonrsd to lay restvictions on
the slave trade; bat the royo]l Goveroor was a2 ovea dicccled Ly ths
Ministry ot home to consent’ to no laws alecting the intsrests of the
slove-dealers,  Attempts of otker colonies in the same dicsclion were
met in the same way, By 1773 the irtltalion of the colonists had Leen
urged 5o far that three ships in the porl of Duston, bringing cargo=s of
tes upon which duty was to be raed, were boarded and their tea
thrown into the dock.
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The Thoks of Gralon's Minisiry bad been sneceeded by that af Lord
Marth who ruled as agent for the king, snd dunng the whole of his
disastroea Alinistey, from 1770 te 1783, the cotintry suffered from that
interference of the king and the king's friends which Burke condsmmned
m 1773 in Ris Fhenphir ol the Canse of ple Fresent Drrcapiznts, Tt was

_on the rgth of April I%F' that Liuslee made (he famous speech on
Awerrean Focalon wiich i the first piges in the present voleme,

I 1774, at o meetinp of the connty of Fairfe, with George Wash-
trion o tae charr, 1L was resnlvarl M ehat durieg odr present difficnties
and distress vo seves ought to be impected inte any of the British
colonies en Ihis continent p and we take this opoortumity of declaring
pur most earnest wishes to see an enlire slop for ever put 1o snchn
wicke:], criel, angd wonabusl trade,

The Goverminent at hiome mead opposition by enaciments ihat vistually
deprived Mnssnchozetts of isenamer, and placed it andsr simet Lrtizh
pafe.  Wirginia voced in May o774 that an ateark upon one colony was
an atinck wpon all Bribsh Amerch, wul recoomiended o Generzl
Congiess, wiich ficst mel a5 the Cominenial Conpress al Philadelphia
o the Eth oof Septerener 5774 Un the zoth of Cheteber it signed the
apreement that established the Amerizan Aszsocistion. On the day of
the sepirikinn of this Conpress, Ociober 26th, the Congress of Bassu-
clisetts armanize:d 28 wiiiiog and began o Er&par-c: for he aliereaiive of
furclbic resi=tancs. () her enlanies foltowed the example.

In the month of the Arst meceting ot the Coatinents] Congress st
Philadelphin chere was a peneval election in Englacd, swayed by steong
freling against the celisdss, and o large majority was cetnnsl of

- members pladpred o a pelicy of coercion.  Burke entered thas Yarliament

as member for Bristal, then the sceomil toin in the kingdom ; eod oo

the 22wl of Mavch 5755 he laid Tefore the Ilonze of Connnous thecteen

T peselutinns for yeconotlement with Asnecica, aod mude fae greatest of all

Tiis spesches, thal on Ceseaferinpes 10308 Aaeedon which iz als conrained

inthin velome. "The resolution: were rejected Ly a wiolé an Lhe first of
250 perainst T

O Lhe rath of Awcid 1775 coeareed, at Léxinplon and Concord, 1he
first serions afiray between Bralish salfiers aml colonial militia,  The
Fritish were repulsed; cnl shout thtee handred. were killed, woonded,
or taken prisomecs

O the 1athool May o new Coopress puzernlled f0 Fhitadelplia 3 and
an the 1ath of June George Wasluogron reccived bis commission as
Commander-in-Cliel of the Arcy of the United Colonics,  Until after
the rejection ofa second petition of Corpress @6 1775, 1 never,” said
Jolin Jaw, “heard an American of any class or of any deseniption acpress
a wisli for the independence of 1Te colonies.,” Dot the wish now was
forced npon the coloniats, and a Declaration of American Independence,
haviog olngined the nnanimons vote of all the colonies, was adopted
en the gth of July 1776, Tinally, after o wain steogsle, into which the
mother conntry was misled, Ametican Independence was obtained by
treaties signed with the United States on the 3rd of Septembier 1783,

H. M,
A 1886,



Burke's Two Srrecics
LR

CONCILIATION WITH AMNERICA,

— et b —

AMERICAN TAXATION.

Sik,—1 agree with the honourable gentleman who
spoke last, that this subject is not new in this ITouse,
Very disagreeably to this Hl::nuse,-w:ry unfortunately
to this nalion, and to the peace and prosperily of
this whole empire, no topic has been move familiar
to us. For nine long years, session after session, we
have been lashed round and round this miserable
circle of occasional arguments and femporary cx-
pedients. I am sure our heads must turn, and our
stomachs nauscate with them, We have had them
in every shape; we have looked at them in every
point of view, Invention is exhausted | reason is
fatigued ; experience has given judgment; but
obstinacy is not yel conquered.

The honourable gentleman has made one
endeavour more to diversify the form of this dis-
gusting argument. He¢ has thrown out a speech



