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LIFE OF BOMER,

Homer, a celebrated Greek poet, was the most an-
cient of all the profane writers. The age in which he
lived is not known, though some suppose it to be about
168 years after the Trojan war, or, according to cthers,
160 yeara before the foundation of Rome, Aceording
to Paterculus, he flourished 968 years before the Chris-
tian era, or 834, secording to Herodotus,*who supposes
him {o be cotemporary with Hesiod. The Arandelian
Marblea fix his era 907 years before Christ, and make
him alao cotemporary with Hesicd. This diversity of
opinion proves the antiquity of Homer. LUncertainty
prevails also concerning the place of his nativity: no
less than seven illustrious cities disputed the right of
having given hirth to the greatest of poets, as it is well
expressed in these lines:
Smyrag, Chios, Colophon, Salamis, Riodos,
Argos, Atkens,
Orbis de patrid certat, Homere, fud,

He was called Melesigernes, because supposed to be
born oo the borders of the river Meles. There pre-
vailed a report thathe had established a school at Chios
in the latter part of hislife, and, indeed, thia opinion is
favoured by the present inhabitants of the island, who
still glory o showing to travellers the seats where the
venerable mazter and his pupils sat in the hollow of a
rock, at the distanee of about four males from the mo-
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vi LIFE OF HOMEE.

manner in which they wow appear to ws: and that it is
tpthe well-directed purswits of Lycurgus that we are
indebted for their preservation. Many of the ancients
have written the life of Homer, yet their enquiries and
labours have not much contributed to prove the native
place, the patronage and connections, of 4 man whom
gome have represented ae deprived of sight. DBesides
the lliad and Qdyssey, Homer wrote, according to the
opinion of some authors, a poem upon Amphiaraus’s
expedition against Thebes, besides the Phoeeis, the
Cercopes, the emall Iliad, the Epicichlides, and the
Batrachomyomachis, and many hymos to some of the
gods. The merit of originality is taken very improperly,
perhaps, from Homer, by those who suppose, with
Clemens Alex., 6 Strom. that he borrowed from
Orpbeus, or that, according to Suidas, froce Corinnus)
Le took his plan of the Iliad from Corinnus, an epic
poet, who wrote oo the Trojan war, at the very time
that the Greeks besieged that famed city. Agathon,
an sncient painter, neeording to /Blian, represented the
merit of the poet in a manner as bold as it was indeli-
cate. Homer was represented as vomiting, and all
other poets ss swallowing what he ejected.



+ BOOK I.

THE ARUTMEKT.

The Contention of Achiller and Agamemnon.

In the War of Troy, the Greeks having sacked some of the
neighbouring towns, and taken from thence two beautifiul
captives, Chryeeis and Bryseie, allotied the first to Aga-
memnon, and the last to Achillea. Chryses, the father of
Chrysels and prieat of Apollo, comes to the Grecian camp
to ransom her; with which the setion of the poem opens,
in the tenth year of the siege. The priest being refused and
insolently dismissed by Agamemnot, entresats for vengeance
from kis god, who inflicts & ‘pestilence on the Greeks.
Achilles calls & eonneil, and encourages Chaleas to deslare
the canse of it, who attributes it to the reforal of Chryseis.
The king being obliged to send back kis eaptive, entors into
& farions contest with Achilles, which Nestor paciffes:
however, as he bad the aheolute command of the army, he
seizea on Bryseis in revenge.  Achilles in discontent with-
draws himeelf and his forces from the rest of the Greeks;
and complaining to Thetis, she supplicates Jupiter to ren-
der them sensible of the wrung done to her son, by giving
victory to the Trojans, Jupiter granting her suit mcenses
Junp, between whom the debate ruma high, il they e TE-
conciled by the address of Yulcan.

The tme of two-andiwenty days ik taken up in this
book : mine du.rmg the plague, one in the councl and gquar-
rel of the princes, and twelve for Jupiter's stay with the
Ethiopians, at whose return Thetis prefiers her petition.
The scene lies in the Grecian camp, then changes to Chysa,
and lastly to the gods on Olympas.
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