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THE TENANTRY OF THE UNITED KINGDOM,
THE
CULTIVATORS OF ITE ROIL,

AND THER

OWNERE, WITH LITTLE EXCEPTION, OF ALL THE
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THE

CONNEXION BETWEEN LANDLORD

AND TENANT,
&e.

Tar cuoltivation of the British eoil, on which de-
pends, in the chiel degree, the supply of our great
and greatly increasing population with most of the
commodities of the first necessity to man, is manifestly
of snch importance to the state, and the several
classea which compose it, as to render it very desirable
that the mutual relations and dependencies, the rights
and interests, of those engaged in such cultivation,
should be fully understood ; the principles from which
such rights arise be portrayed; and the practice of
the country be tested, by a comparison with such
principles as a careful and eandid investigation may
demonstrate to be alike conformable with -equity,
improvement, and the general good.

There are difficulties in the way of approaching
this question which will soon be apparent; for, in
the first instance, it will appear that any attempt to
reduce to fixed or determinate principles that which
is apparently affecting the rights and individual eon-
troul over property, would be an act of aggression,
or at least intrusion, upon that individual enjoyment
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and controul, that security to property, upon which
the prosperity and happiness of a country so imme-
diately depend. No alarm, however, need be taken, in
the present inetance, on that head: the present appeal
will be made alone to the great principles of Justice,
Consideration, and Truth; to which many, when these
are brought before their minds, will spontaneously
yield ; which more, not to say most, connot resist,
when these are fairly and sedulously presented to
such a nation as our own,—that great country which
has wiped away from its shores and its colonies,
and by an act of self-denial too, the foulest blot of
slavery,—and which, when fairly addressed on other
snbjects, can, and will respond, by a manifestation
and expression of feeling, powerful enough to limit
the injurious exercise of rights, good in themselves,
but eapable of being used for aggression on the un-
questionable rights of others.

The weapon, then, I propose to use, s Light,.—
exposure of those practices, to whichever class they
may refer, which are directly injurious in themselves,
or in the results which flow from them, and the evils
of which may never have occurred to many who
journey onward in the way which others have traced
who preceded them, and who are unnaccustomed to
compare their courses with the progress of events,
with altered circumstances, and improved relations.

Until & survey be thus made, it is not easy to con-
jecture what the result of snalysis will be: the smaz-
ing influence of pergonal habit, and the example of
others around us, may lull the minds of individuals,
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and of classes too, to long continzed proceedings,
from which their better nature would recoil, were
the deformities which attach to these presented to
their minds, or the consequences resulting, be for a
moment present to them., In animadverting, then,
upon many of the practices subsisting between the
several clasges of the Landed Interest, I am far from
desirous that it shonld be considered that the agents
in those practices are consetously and deliberately
pursuing courses determinately unjust. Some practi-
ces there are, which the present and peculiar position
of our own country palliate to a great degree, and
which, when resisted and eounteracted, tend to shed
over those who thue nobly aet the just award of
generous actions; while there are some of an op-
posite character, so inherently base, or so deplorably
ignorant, as to drag from sitnations of influence and
of station, to the lowest depths, the individuals who
have o0 lLittle of inberent sense of right, or so much
of purposed wrong, as to invade the inalienable
rights of those whom the relations of life, the com-
petition of numbers, or the necessities of fortune,
may place within their sphere. J

I now proceed to define the positions of the several
classes about to be surveyed.

The division of labour is a priociple which has
been proved, and i universally admitted to conduce
to the ecomomy of lebour, and the prosperity of
states; and in this country it is carried ount to a very
great degree.

From this principie arises immediately the several
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relations and classes of Landlord, Tenant, and
Lahourer.

The possession of land in this country is property;
—valuable, available, marketable property which is,
and has been for centuries, the inheritance of those
families who mow possess it, or has been purchased
from others, having similar title to it,—title interwoven
with our laws and constitution, built upon that
security which 18 the foandation of all progress,
without which our dearest interests are of Ilittle
worth; and which, in this happy ecountry, is the
birthright, alike of the Peer and-the Peasant.

Such is landed property, varying very geatly in
its value, according to its fertility, position, elevation,
and the like; and affected by various circumetances,
irregpective of itself, existing in a greater or less
degree at different eras, as society progresses, varies,
or deelines.

The possessore of this property ere, for the most
part, as matter of history and fact, precluded from
its cultivation, either frem want of means, knowledge,
or inclination. With comparatively few exceptions,
they are not the cultivators of the soil ; their capital
is invested in the purchase-money of the land, and
they possess not the sorplus gquantity which would be
requisite to creste a produce equivalent to the
amount they can procure in entrusting it to another,
upon the receipt of agreed or variable annual pay-
ment; or they possess not the knowledge, activity,
and enterprise, requisite for the undertaking, with-
out which their own occupation might be injuriouns
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and unprofitable, instead of productive; or inclina-
tion or duty may indispose them for the perpetual
charge which cultivation requires. In cither case,
and in all, policy, if not necessity, recommends the
transmitting to another the possession or occupation
of the land,—to one who, unencumbered with the
investment of his capital in the possession of land,
‘has alike the means, the knowledge, and the inclina-
tion, to extract from its grateful bosom the greatest
amount of produce, consistent with its future fertility ;
and this iz the general and approved practice of
individuals, and the interest of the state.

There is no course so desirable as tracing any
extengive practice to its great first privciples; as from
these we learn the reasens from whence they spring,
and thel rights which flow from them. This survey
shall be applied to the subject under review; but a
few words first upon the nature of Capital.

~ Capital is accumulated labour,—condensed or con-
centrated labour, which, in advanced or civilized
countries, iz again convertible into lshour, or the
results of labour, in any legitimate form; it s a
power which can be directed to & vast variety of
purposes, to the purchase of land amongst the rest,
and it therefore places its possessor in a sitnation
of perfect equality, in many respocts, with the actunal
possessor of the land.

It iz the interest of the country, however, that a
large proportion of this capital—this power—should
be directed, not to the comparatively passive pos-
session of land, which, in its spontaneous production,



